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AIICTPAKT

dirarmacrep, cnucanuero Ha MIHCcTUTyTOT
3a 3HamMumba 0]1 JIOH I0H, 00jaBU OCYM HaITHCH
3a MakeJIOHCKOTO 3Hame, M Toa: €AeH 3a
HOBM MOXXHH 3HAMHEbA 33 PEMyOJHKHTE,
OTKaKo JyrociaBuja Ke ce pacrmajmHe; TPH 3a
YCBOjyBame Ha 3HaMeTo o1 1992 romyHa W MOXHH
AITepHATHBY; €7IeH 32 TOA JIeKa MAaKeIOHCKOTO 3HaMe
He ce Bee npex O0eAnHeTHTe HAITNH; Ba BO BPCKa CO
IpoMeHaTa Ha 3HameTo of 1995 ronuHa; U eneH Bo
BpCKa CO TEIIKOTUHTE Ja ce 00e30e/11 3HaMeTO Ty pu
1 B0 Makenonuja. Jlanenu ce mect WiycTpaln Ha
3HAMHHHA, O] KOUIIITO CaMO €[Ha MOXKE Jia Ce CMeTa
3a mpudarinBa — OHaa Ha HOBOTO 3Hame. Tpure
MOHYICHU CIUKU OJ] 3HaMumbata ox 1992 roauna,
WM HE CE MPABIJIHU WX HE C€ IOBOJIHO OJIMCKHU.

Oaa cratdja I'm TPETCTaByBa HH(OPMAIMUTE
U IPTSKUTE O]l OBUE TEMU M JlaBa aHaU3a u
o0jacHyBamk¢ Ha HEKOW II033J[MHH, T[OBP3aHU CO
OBWE JIBa MPOIIeca Ha YTBPIyBarmke Ha 3HamMeTo, 1992
u 1995 romuna.

Kiayunn 30opoBu: @marmactep, MakeIOHCKO
3HaMe.
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ABSTRACT

Flagmaster, the journal of the Flag
Institute from London, England, has
eight articles about the Macedonian
flag, one about possible new flags for
the republics once Yugoslavia desolved,
three about the adoption of the flag of 1992 and
possible alternatives, one about the Macedonian
flag not flying in front of United Nations (UN),
two regarding the flag change of 1995, and one
regarding the difficulties obtaining the flag, even
in Macedonia. It gives six illustrations of flags of
which only one could be considered acceptable,
the one of the new flag. The three offered images
of the 1992 flags were either not correct or not
close enough.

This article presents the information and
drawings from these articles and provides
analysis and explanation of some of the
background connected with these two processes
of adopting flags in 1992 and 1995.
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Pacnaramero Ha JyrociaBuja M yCBOjyBameTO
HOBHU 3HaMHIBba Ha HC3ABHUCHUTEC peHYGJ'II/IKI/I

npeau3BUKa — MHTEpeC  Kaj  MeryHapojHaTta
BeKcuitoonka 3aeHua. KoHpIuKToT co 3HamMeTo
nomery Makenonuja u ['pamja (1992 — 1995), ucro
Taka TOTTHKHA o0cobeH wuHTepec. KoHGIUKTOT
HacraHa kora Perryonmka Makemonnja yecBot 3HaMe
CO COHIIE CO WCTOPHUCKH IU3ajH, Kojmro ['pruja
cMmerTare feka e Hej3uH. COHIETO MCTO Taka Oerire
Jiet onl TpOOT M XMMHATa Ha MakeioHuja.

WHcTrTyTOT 32 3HAMHHA TH Ma CBOUTE ITOYETOIN
BO OJIZICNIOT 32 3HAMHIba HA XEPAIAUIKOTO JPYILITBO.
XepalIMuKoTO IPYIITBO € OCHOBaHO BO JIOHIIOH, BO
1947 roguna. OcuoBau Geme Llon bpyk-Jlutn (1927
— 2006), xepannx Bo I'poonara koneruja (College of
Arms)(1956 — 1997). Toj cmyxele Kako Cekperap
50 romvHM M Kako mpeTceaaTelt ¢ 10 Heropara CMpT
Bo 2006 romuHa. J[pyrure oj] yrpaByBauKHOT 000D
Oea mcro Taka ox ['pOoBHara konerwja. Yiorara Ha
JpymTBOTO € J1a O MPOLIMPH MHTEPECOT 1 3HACHHETO 32
XepaJlMKara, reHeajornjara, PeioT Ha HacleTyBambe
W CPOJIHUTE JMCIMIUTHA. Bo Toa Bpeme, 3HaMumbara
Cé yITe ce cMeTaa Kako Jiell OJ XepauKaTta.
XepaJadIKoTO APYIITBO MMAIle ONEN 332 3HAMUHha
IIITO CE 3aHMMaBallle co 3HaMumba (John 2006, 77).

VYpenuuk Ha BUITEHOT Ha OIIENOT 3a 3HAMUEbA
Ha XepananykoTo aApymTBo Oemre Bummjam [lopi
Kpamnron(1936—1997),xojnomomHaro hopmuparie
WuctutyToT 32 3HaMmumba Bo 1971 roauna, u ctana
HEroB JUPEKTOp, a KameraH bapakioy Oerre
cekperap. buntenor Oeme oGjaByBaH on 1969 no
1971 roauna, kora Oemie 3ameHeT co Pnarmacrep
(om Op. 10). IMomomna, Ha 1 des. 1977 romuna
Oeme npeuMenyBaH Bo buirteH Ha MHcTHTYTOT
3a 3HaMHUba. BUITEHOT ce cocToele OJl HEKOJIKY
JICJIOBU: TparaHCKU 3HAMHIbA, KOPECIOHJICHIIM]A,
BeCTH ©0J WHCTHTYTOT 32 3HAMHUIba, BOCHH
3HaMUba, HOBH KHUTH, HOBH 3HAMHbA, TOTUTHIKH
MIPOMEHH — CEKO] MarMHUpPaH OJIJICIHO U HE HYXKHO
BKJIy4YeH BO cekoj Opoj. [lomomna, meTTe n3manmja
Ha BUATEHOT peTpocneKTHBHO Oea peHyMepupaHH
kako ®marmacrep 6p. 19 — 23. [ToToa nmpomomku Ha
1.11.1978 roguna kako dmarmactep 6poj 24. Cera
ce oOjaByBa aBanaru roaumrHo (Index 2021).

3a BpeMe Ha HErOBHOT >KHBOT, KpammToH ce
CMeTaJl 32 HajUCTaKHAT OPUTAHCKH aBTOPUTET 3a
3HaMuma. Toj ce 3amo3Han co a-p ButHu Cwmwr,

,»TaTKOTO® Ha MEryHapOJHOTO BEKCHJIOJIOIIKO
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The dissolution of Yugoslavia and adoption
of the new flags for the resulting independent
countries sparked the interest of the international
vexillological community. The flag conflict
between Macedonia and Greece (1992-1995)
was also of interest. The conflict arose when
the Republic of Macedonia adopted a flag with
an historic sun pattern also claimed by Greece.
The sun was also part of the coat of arms and the
national anthem of Macedonia.

The Flag Institute has its beginnings in the Flag
Section of The Heraldry Society. The Heraldry
Society was established in London in 1947. The
founder was John Brooke-Little (1927-2006),
Herald in the College of Arms (1956-1997). He
served as a chairman of the Heraldry Society for
50 years and as president until his death in 2006.
Other officers of the society were also from the
College of Arms. The role of the society is to
extend interest in and knowledge of heraldry,
genealogy, precedence, and related disciplines.
At the time vexillology was considered a part of
heraldry. The Heraldry society had a flag section
dealing with flags (John 2006, 77).

Editor of the Heraldry Society Flag Section
Newsletter was William George Crampton
(1936-1997) who later formed the Flag Institute
in 1971 and became its director, with Capt.
Barraclough as its Chairman. The Newsletter
was published from 1969 to 1971 when it was
replaced with the Flagmaster (no. 10). Later,
on 1 Feb 1977 it was renamed the Flag Institute
Bulletin. The Bulletin consisted of several
sections: Civic Flags, Correspondence, Flag
Institute News, Military Flags, New Books, New
Flags, and Political Changes — each paginated
separately and not necessarily included in every
issue. Later, the five issues of the Bulletin were
renumbered retrospectively as Flagmaster Issues
19-23. Flagmaster then resumed publication
from 1 Nov 1978 at Issue 24. Now it is published
twice a year (Index 2021).

During his lifetime, Crampton was regarded
as Britain’s foremost authority on flags. In 1967
he met Dr. Whitney Smith, the “father” of the
international vexillological
influenced Crampton. Later Crampton was
president of FIAV, the International Federation

movement who
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JBHKEHE BO 1967, KOj U3BPIIWII TOJIEMO BJIMjaHUC
Bp3 Kpammnron. Ilogomna, T0j Oemre mpercenaren
Ha ©OUWAB, Merynaponnara ¢eaepanuja Ha
BEKCWJIONOMKH 3apykenmja (1993 — 1997).
Kpamnron ro mnpesene ypeayBamwero Ha Kuurara
3a 3Hamuma Ha OOcepBep, ob6jaBeHa om Bopw,
on Unpucun OmuBep EBanc (WHaKy mO3HAT H
Kako aBTOp Ha Hay4yHa (anractuka). Bo 1995
TOJMHA JIOKTOPHpAlT Ha TeMmarta: 3HaMurbama
Kako HesepOAIHUu cumoOOIU 80 YNPABYBAREMO CO
nayuonannuom uoenmumem (Eflags 2008, 10).
duarmactep € JOCTalleH caMO 3a YJICHOBUTE
Ha WHCTUTYTOT 32 3HAMUKAa, U BEPOjaTHO HHUKO)]
ol Make/J0HM]ja HUKOTAIll HE T BHUJICT HAIUCUTE U
HAEUTE ILTO CE TPE3EHTHUPAHN BO HUB, HUTY ITaK IMaJ
LIaHca /1a TO MPETCTaBU MOOIMCKY MaKEeJOHCKOTO
3Hame. Bo 2019 roauna, npercenarenor Ha DUAB,
1-p Kespkxo Xajmep, My nazae konuja oxg Grnarmacrep
Op. 81 Ha mpercexarenor Ha MakeIOHCKOTO
rpOOCIIOBHO JIpyIITBO, A-p JoBaH JOHOBCKH, MITO
MpeM3BUKA WHTEPEC 3a MOACTAIHO Pa3riie/yBarbe
Ha oHa mTo drarmMacrep, Kako eIHO O] HajBaKHHUTE
BEKCHJIOJIONITKU
MaKeIOHCKOTO 3HaMe m cuMOoym. OBaa crathja
TH TPEeTCTaByBa CTAaTHHUTE INTO C€ W3MaJCHH BO
darmacrep Bo mocieaHaTa aernennja #a 20-Tuot u
rpBaTa Jierennja oa 21-BHoT BeK u
T'Y aHAJM3Mpa HUBHHUTE COAPKUHU
Y KBAIUTETOT Ha HWH(OpMAIUUTE,
0COOCHO JTaJICHUTE WITyCTPAIIHU.
®dnarmactep 3a IpBIIaT
MIULITYBAIIE 32 MAaKeJOHCKOTO 3HAME
Bo Opojor 68 ox 1991 roguna, BO
HamucoT ,,Penyonuka Ha CpOure,
Xpsature 1 CioBeHIUTE®, KaJie IITO

CIUCaHWja  THWIIyBamie  3a

TeMara Oele MOKHOTO pacriarame Ha

Jyrocnauja u (MOXKHUTE) 3HAMUEHA

Ha jyroclioBeHCKHTe peryOonuku. Ha HacmoBHarta
cTpaHuIla Oelie NMpUKakaHo (paHTacTHYHO 3HaMe Ha
MOJKHATa Qenieparpja co 6 ONIeTICHN TTOJINELA 32 CUTE
penyomuku (Cn. 1). Makemonuja Oerie mpeTcTaBeHa
CO 3JIaTeH KpyHHCaH JaB Ha IjpBeHO moie. (Republic
1991, 1)

O0jacHyBa4YKHOT TEKCT BENM JeKa MMa MajKy
MaTepujajJ Ha pacroyiarame 3a alTepHATHBHO
MaKeJIOHCKO 3HaMe U crioMHyBa Jieka Pand Kemm,
NuIIyBajku  3a MakenoHnuTe BO ABCTpanmja,
CIIOMEHYBa JleKa THE KOPHUCTAT I[PBEHO 3HaMe
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of Vexillological Associations (1993-1997). He
took over editing of the Observer’s Book of Flags
published by Warne, from Idrisyn Oliver Evans
(also known as a science fiction author). In 1995
he gained a PhD submitting a thesis entitled Flags
as Non — Verbal Symbols in the Management of
National Identity (Eflags 2008, 10).

Flagmaster is available only to Flag Institute
members, and probably no one from Macedonia
ever saw the subject articles and the ideas
presented in them, nor had the chance to present
closely the Macedonian flag. In 2019 President
of International Federation of Vexillological
Associations (FIAV) Dr. Zeljko Heimer gave
copy of Flagmaster 81 to the President of
the Macedonian Heraldic Society Dr. Jovan
Jonovski, that incited interest to take a closer
look into what the Flagmaster, as one of the
most important vexillological bulletins, had to
say about the Macedonian flag and symbols.
This article reviews Flagmaster during the last
decade of the 20th and the first decade of the
21st century, analyzing their content and quality
of information, with a special focus on the
illustrations provided.

Flagmaster wrote about a Macedonian flag
for the first
time in issue
68 (1991) in
the article “The
Republic of the
Serbs, Croats
and Slovenes”
where the theme
was the possible
breakup of
Yugoslavia, and
the (possible) flags of the Yugoslav republics
(Fig. 1). The title page showed a fantasy flag
of the Federation with 6 separated fields for all
the republics. Macedonia was represented with
a golden crowned lion on a red field. (Republic
1991, 1).

The accompanying text says that there is
little material available about an alternative
Macedonian flag, noting that Ralph Kelly,
writing on Macedonian Australians, mentions
that they use a red flag with golden sunburst —

Cn./Fig. 1
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CO 3J1aTHO COHIIE — aMmOJeMOT, TpPOHAjAeH Ha
»KOBUEXKETO“ Ha KpamoT @Dwmaun MakeToHCKH
(Kelly 1990). Cenax, u3Bemrante oj Jyrocinasuja
BeJIaT JieKa BO yrorpeda e IPBEeHO 3HaMe CO 3J1aTeH
naB. (Republic 1991, 5)

[Iprka3HaTta TIOBTOPHO MPOMODKYBa BO OpOjoT
71 om 1992 romwnHa, BO HamucoT ,,CyMupame Ha
HAjHOBUTE BECTH 32 3HAMUba" 071 Bunmijam Kpemnros.
Bo nea ce motBpayBa neka PerryOmuka MakenoHuja
r0 YCBOM 3HAMETO ILITO IO Koprcrea MakeqoHIHTe
BO ABcTpaimja. ['o onmimyBa Kako PBEHO 3HaMe CO
KOJITO COHIIE CO CHHM LIBETOBH BO LeHTapoT (Ci. 2).
OBoj moTer ce cMeTa JieKa MPeTCTaByBa MOTECHIIN]jaleH
npobnem co ['pumja. Pand
Kemn wucraknyBa nexa Toa
€ U3BOHpEICH NpHMep 3a
,,00paTHa KyJTypHa pa3mMeHa
32 3HaMe,  JIM3ajHUPAHO
BO ABcTpanuja, Ja CTaHe
HAlMOHAIHO 3HaME BO €/IHA
eBporicka 3emja. Toj ucTo Taka
JKaJy 1ITo rpeyIorot Ha [loin
Bacon 3a nipBeHo-11pHO 3HamMe
CO 37IaTeH BU3AHTHCKH Opel
He Oermre 3eMeHO BO 00SHp
(Round 1992, 6). Bacon 6erre
YMETHUK W WIeH Ha VHCTHTYTOT 3a 3HaMHmba, KOj
CO CBOJOT €HTy3HWja3aM CoO31aje Mpeior-3Hame 3a
Makenonnja. Bumjam Kpemnron My omorsa na ja
rocturae oeaa 1ien (Poels 2021).

Conrero kako cumOos Ha MakenoHHja, JaTUpaH
npel MWICHHYMH JI00OM TIOCHJIHO CHUMOOJIMYHO
3HaYeHE MO OTKPHBAIETO HAa KpajicKara IpoOHHLA
Bo Bepruna (Kytnem Ha MakemOHCKH jas3WK), BO
1977 romuna. Bo Hero e mpoHajueH capkodar,
BEpOjaTHO OHOj Ha KpaJOT
Owmn Bropu MakenoHcky,
CO KapaKTepPUCTUYCH JIU3ajH

Ha conne (Cim. 3) (,The
Royal  Burial“).  bunejku
capkodaror Hemare  Oow,

KOra MakKeJIOHCKaTa JIijacriopa
BO ABcTpanmja 3amovHa Ja
BeC 3HAME CO TaKBO COHIIC

on Beprmma / Kymnem,
HajpaHo  3a0ejexaHo  Ha
JIEMOHCTPALIUTE npen

rpukarta ambacanaa Bo Kanbepa

MACEDONIAN HERALD 16

Cn./Fig. 2

Cn./Fig. 3

39

the emblem found on the “treasure chest” of King
Philip II of Macedon (Kelly 1990). However,
reports from Yugoslavia say that there the red flag
with the golden lion is in use. (Republic 1991, 5)

The story is picked up again in issue 71 from
1992, in the article “Round up of the Latest
Flag News” by Crampton. It confirms that the
Republic of Macedonia adopted the flag used by
Macedonians in Australia. It describes it as a red
flag with a yellow sunburst centered in the field
with a blue blossom in its centre (Fig. 2). This
move was seen as a potential problem with Greece.
Ralph Kelly points out that it is a remarkable
example of “reverse
cultural exchange” for
the flag developed in
Australia to become
a national flag in a
European country. He
also regrets that the
Paul Wason proposal
of a red/black flag
charged with a golden
Byzantine eagle was
not considered (Round
1992, 6). Wason was
an artist and a member of the Flag Institute, who
in his enthusiasm created a flag for Macedonia.
Crampton helped him to achieve this goal (Poels
2021).

The sun as a millennia-old symbol of
Macedonia gained stronger symbolic meaning
after the discovery of the royal tomb in Vergina
(Kutlesh in Macedonian) in 1977. In it a
sarcophagus, presumably that of King Philip
I  of Macedonia,
was found, bearing
a  distinctive  sun
image (Fig. 3) (“The
Royal Burial”). As
the sarcophagus had
no colors, when the
Macedonian diaspora
first in  Australia,
began to fly a flag
with the Vergina/
Kutlesh sun image,
first time recorded on
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Ha 1 aBryct 1986 romuna (Trposki 2004), Ha Hero
Ce KOpHCTea HAIMOHAIHHUTE 3JlaTHA W IpBeHa 0oja.
ITomomHa, I'puimte Bo ABcTpanmja, BO OATOBOP, TO
KOpHCTeTie CpeOpPeHoTo (a TOAOIHA W 3JIaTHOTO)
COHIIC HAa CHHO 3HaMme 3a ,,HUBHaTa'* MakemoHuja
(Natsinas 1995, 2).

Toa 3Hame TIpBIIaT ce Beele jaBHO Bo MakenoHnja
Ha OJIOKaJMTe Ha MaKeJOHCKO-TPYKaTa IpaHulla Ha
21 anpun 1990 romuna (Petrov 2017). briokaaure 6ea
opranvsupand o CBETCKHOT MaKeJIOHCKH KOHIpec,
npeasonen on Tomop Ilerpo, arwtupajkum 3a
YKHHYBam€ Ha BU3MTE, apupmalyja Ha mojaoxoara u
npasaTta Ha MakegoHuTe Bo [ punja, u ap>kaBjaHCTBa,
rpafaHcki W HaclleqHW TpaBa 3a MakemoHIuTe,
HACHJTHO [IPOTEPAHHM O €rejCKUOT AeN Ha MakeoHHja
of GankaHckute BojHH A0 ['pukara rparancka BojHa
(Petrov 2015).

[Ilect meceun mnomouna, Tomop IlerpoB crana
HE3aBUCEH TIPATCHHK W TO MPEUIOKH IIPBEHOTO
3HAME CO 3J1aTHO IIEeCHAeCeT3pavyHO COHIE, cera
nozHaro kako CoHne of Kymem Bo Makenonuja u
kako Se3na ox Bepruna Bo I'prmja. [Ipemmorot ox
1 jyam 1992 romuHa
napajeneH
CO  TpoIecoT  Ha
YCBOjyBame
3HaMe W TpO, Oumejku
JABHUOT KOHKYPC BEKe
Oere 3atBopeH. Mako
0BOj TIpeIyIor He Oerie
Ha  KOHKYpPCOT, Ha
KpajoT 700 MOApIIKA
of MHO3HMHCTBOTO.
3namero Oemie m3rnacano Ha 41-sata cequuna Ha 11
aBryct 1992 romuna, co OTPeOHOTO JBOTPETUHCKO
MHO3UHCTBO (Jonovski 2020, 49).

»3HameTo Ha PenyOnuka MakeoHHMja € LPBEHO

Oerre

HOBO

co 3y1aTHOXkoNTO coHie. CoHIETO € co ocyM
OCHOBHH M OCYM CIIOPEIHU COHYEBH 3panu, 061aro
3ne0elleHn BO TpBaTa IIOJIOBUHA, HAW3MEHHUYHO
W CHUMETPUYHO HApPEJCHU OKOJIY
muck. OCHOBHHTE COHYEBH 3paly HEMOCPEIHO
ce OJuUIeNyBaaT O]l COHUYEBHOT IWCK, a KpajHara
HaJIBOPEIIIHA JIOJDKUHA HA CHTE IIECHASCET COHYECBH
3paIy ce TOKJIOIyBa CO Ha/IBOpelTHaTa rnepudepuja
Ha COHIIETO. J[MjaMeTapoT Ha COHYEBUOT JUCK € €THA
CeIMHHA OJf WIMPOYMHATa Ha 3Hamero. OmHOCOT
Ha JMjaMeTapoT Ha COHYEBHOT JUCK W JIOJDKHHATA

COHYCBHUOT
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demonstrations in front of Greek Embassy in
Canberra on 1 August 1986 (Trposki 2004), it
used the current national flag’s colors of gold
and red. Later, Greeks in Australia in response
would use the silver (and later golden) sun on a
blue flag for “its” Macedonia (Natsinas 1995, 2).

Thered flag with golden 16 rayed sun, was first
flown in public in Macedonia at the blockades on
the Macedonian-Greek border on 21 April 1990
(Petrov 2017). The blockades were organized by
the World Macedonian Congress, led by Todor
Petrov. He was agitating for the abolition of
visas, affirmation of the position and rights of the
Macedonians in Greece, and citizenship, civil,
and hereditary rights for Macedonians forcibly
expelled from the Aegean part of Macedonia
during the period from the Balkan Wars to the
Greek Civil War (Petrov 2015).

Six month later, Todor Petrov, became an
independent Member of Parliement and proposed
the red flag with a golden sixteen-rayed sun, now
known as the Kutlesh Sun in Macedonia and as
the Star of Vergina in Greece.
The proposal was on 1 June
1992, parallel to the process of
adopting a new flag and coat
of arms, although the public
competition was long closed.
Although this proposal was
not in the public competition,
it eventually received the
support of the majority. The
flag was voted on during the
41st session of the Sobranie (Parliament) on
11 August 1992 with the required 2/3 majority
(Jonovski 2020, 49)

»The flag of the Republic of Macedonia
is red with a golden yellow sun. The sun has
eight primary and eight secondary sun rays,
slightly thickened in the first half, alternately
and symmetrically arranged around the solar
disk. The basic solar rays are directly separated
from the solar disk, and the ultimate outer
length of all sixteen solar rays coincides with
the outer periphery of the sun. The diameter of
the solar disk is one-seventh of the width of the
flag. The ratio of the diameter of the solar disk
to the length of the primary solar rays is one to
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Ha OCHOBHHOT COHYEB 3paK € €JieH ClpeMa JBa,
a OJIHOCOT Ha JOJDKMHATa Ha CIHOPEJHHOT |
OCHOBHHOT COHYEB 3paK € CEAyM CIpeMa OCYM.
[leHTapoT Ha COHIIETO Ce TIOKJIOMYBa CO TOYKATa BO
KOja ce cedaT aujaroHaaurte Ha 3HameTo. OTHOCOT
Ha IMUPOYMHATA M JOJDKUHATA Ha 3HAMETO € eJIcH
cipema jaBa (Ca. 4)“ (Cyx0en 1992). 3a Bpeme Ha
MIPOIECOT Ha YCBOjyBame Ha
0Ba 3HaMe, UMallIe JIBE IPYTH
JIUMEH3UU Ha eJIEMCHTUTE Ha
3Hameto (Ci. 5). [leranure 3a
LEJMOT MPOLEC Ce ONHUIIaHN
B0 (Jonovski 2019).

Bo cregauor 6poj 72 on
ucrarta TOAWHA, BO HAMHCOT
,,HaJHOBHU BeCTH 3a 3HaMETO",
Kpamnron nuiryBa  3a
KOHEYHOTO YCBOjyBame¢ Ha
MaKeIOHCKOTO ~ 3Hame  0e3
CHUHUOT 1IBET BO HEHTApOT
(Latest 1992, 8).

cuTe “H(pOpMAIIUH 3a

Cermak,
MaKeJOHCKOTO 3Hame Oea
JIOCTaByBaHW Ha Bummjam
Kpamnron ox Joc Tloernc,
HOBHHAp BO BECHHK O]
XomaHaWja, KOj UMal TIPHUCTAN A0 XONAHICKAOT W
Mel'yHapOJHHOT Tiedar. [loenc HeKoNmKymaTd mumai
no Cekperapujator (momouHa MHUHHCTEPCTBO) 3a
nHpopmauuu Ha Brnianara na Perry6inka Makenonuja
Bo Ckomje, Oapajku MHpOpPMALMH, O Kaae HOOWI
HEKOJIKY IMHcMa (YecTONaTH cO 3aJ0LHYyBambe) CO
3aKOHOT 3a 3Hame, WiycTpauuja u 3Hamenua (Poels
2021). Cemak, mnpuiokeHaTa WIyCTpalyjaTa BO
cTaTHjaTa JaBa JIpyro 3Hame kaje couieto (Ci. 6) ce
pa3uKyBa 0]1 O(PHIINjaITHOTO.

Bo nBoOpojor 75/76 on 1994 romuHa, HamMcoT
,»3HAMHUba BO BECTUTE™ THIITyBa 32 MAKEIOHCKOTO
3HAME  KaKO  €IWHCTBEHO
JIP’KaBHO 3HAME BO MCTOpHjaTa
mro He ce Bee mpenq OOH,
3eMjaTa  IMTO  ja
IpeTcTaByBa € IpHMEHa BO
Opranmzanjata Ha 8 ampui
1993 ronuna. OBa ce gomxkernie
Ha npuropopor Ha ['pumja,
KOjallITO KOPUCTU 3Hame CO
Bep3Wja Ha ,SBe3gaTa Ha

OTKaKO
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two, and the ratio of the length of the secondary
and primary rays is seven to eight. The center
of the sun coincides with the point at which the
diagonals of the flag intersect. The ratio of the
width and length of the flag is one to two (Fig.
4)” (Cyx0en 1992).

During the flag’s adoption process, the
dimensions of the flag
changed two times as
well as the elements
of the flag (Fig 5).
The entire process in
detail is described in
(Jonovski 2019).

In the next issue,
72, of the same year,
in the article “Latest
Flag News” Crampton
writes  about the
definitive Macedonian
flag  without the
blue flower in the
centre (Latest 1992,
8). However, all
information on the
flag of Macedonia was
supplied to Crampton by Jos Poels, a newspaper
journalist from the Netherlands who had access
to Dutch and international press. Poels wrote
several times to Secretariat (later Ministry) of
Information of the Government of the Republic
of Macedonia, in Skopje, and got several letters
(often late) containing flag laws, illustrations and
actual flags (Poels 2021). Anyway, illustration
in Flagmaster depicts another flag where the sun
(Fig. 6) that differs from the official one.

In double issue 75-76 (1994), the section
Flags in the News the Macedonian flag as the only
national flag in history
not flown at the UN
after the country it
represents is admitted
to the organization,
which happened on 8
April 1993. This was
due to the objection
of Greece which uses
a flag with a version
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Bepruna co cuH 1BET BO
neHrapot Ha see3mata’ (Ci.
7) (Flags 1994, 20).

3HaMeTO CO IIeCHAeCeT=

3pavHo COHIIC Oemre =
MPEeYeKaHo CcO  OTPOMHO
HETIPHjaTeJICTBO on
Perry0Onmka I'pryja.

of the “Star of Vergina
with the blue flower in
the center of the star”
(Fig. 7). (Flags 1994,
20)

The flag with a
sixteen-rayed sun was
met with significant

[IpoBuHIIMjaTa MakenoHuja

Bo ['pumja (ume mTO cCe

kopuctu camo ox 1987 romwHa, a Tepuropujara
MIPETXOJHO  C€ Cesepna ['pumja),
Heo(UIMjaTHO 3al0YHa Ja KOPUCTU CHHO 3HAMe
CO 3JIaTHO MJIM CPeOpEeHO IIECHAECET3padyHO COHIIE
Kako cumbon Ha ,rpuka Makengonuja“. Hako
XepalANYKH U BEKCHIIOrpa)CKu, OBa HE € MpodiieM
(Ounejku obOere 3HaMHUEbAa UMAAT Pa3IUYHU OOM),

BHUKaIlIC

rpukara Biaja CMeTalle JieKa yrnorpedara Ha OBOj
cumbon Bo PenyOnuka Makenonuja e kpaxOa
Ha eJIeH oJ Hej3uHuTe cumOonu. OBa JoBene 70
eM0apro KOemTo Tpaeme 3 TOAWHU M 3aBPIIA CO
IIpuBpemenara crmoromba, KOjamTo MPOTHIITYBAIIe
npoMeHa Ha 3HameTo. [Tpessio3ure 3a HOBOTO 3HAMe
Oca magern om Mwupocnas ['pueB (I'pueB 2011) u
Kocramun Tanues-/luakara (BemmukoBcku 2019,
181) onnenHo, obajiaTa MOAAPKAHU O Pa3IHIHU
TPyIH Ip>KaBHU YEITHUIIH.

['pueB ro pa3Bu NPBUYHHOT TU3ajH KOPUCTEJKU
»37IaTeH TpeceK"’, MPUOIMKHO 5:8, 32 OJHOCOT Ha
JTUMEH3UHUTE Ha BUCHHATA ¥ IIMPHHATA HA 3HAMETO
U COHYEBHTE 3palll CE€ CIOCHH CO COHYEBHOT
nuck (Cn. 8). Koneunara oduuujanna Bepsuja Ha
3HameTo € ox TaHueB, KOj ja CMEHH MpOoIoplHjaTa
Ha 3HaMETO BO OJHOCOT 1:2 M TW O/ABOM 3paluTe
o1 JuckoT. Mako oBa ro CMEHM HAYMHOT Ha
KOHCTpYyHpame Ha 3paluTe, JeTalHaTa aHajau3a
MOKa)KyBa JieKa MMa OCTAaTOLH OJ OPUTHHAITHHOT
nu3ajH Ha ['pues.

IIponecor Ha npomeHa

Cn./Fig.7

hostility by the
Hellenic Republic.
The Province of Macedonia in Greece (a
name used only since 1987, with the territory
previously referred to as Northern Greece)
unofficially started using a blue flag with a
golden or silver sixteen-rayed sun as a symbol
of “Greek Macedonia”. Heraldically, and
vexillographically this is not a problem, since
both flags have different colors, the Greek
government, however, viewed the Republic
of Macedonia’s use of this symbol as stealing
one of its symbols. This led to an embargo
which lasted three years and ended with the
Interim Accord prescribing changes to the flag.
The proposals for a new flag were undertaken
separately by Miroslav Grechev (Grechev 2011)
and Kostadin Tanchev-Dinkata (BemwmakoBcku
2019, 181), both supported by different groups
of state officials.

Grchev developed an initial design using
a “golden ratio” approximation of 5:8 for the
dimensions of the height and width of the flag,
and rays attached to the sun disk (Fig. 8). The
final official version of the flag is by Tanchev
who changed the proportion of the flag to 1:2
and detached the rays from the disk. Although
this altered the way the rays are constructed,
detailed analysis shows that there are remnants
from original Grehev’s design.
The process

Ha MaKCIOHCKOTO 3HaMe,
IITO CE€ CIIYYd BO OKTOM-

Bpu 1995 rommHa, ce
pedaexTuparnie BO
®narmactep, BO  JBa

Opoja, eneH mpen W eleH
[0  YCBOjyBamkeTO  HA

of changing the
: Macedonian flag which
y L happened in October
of 1995 was reflected
in Flagmaster, in two
issues, one before and
one after the adoption

AN

HOBOTO 3Hame. [IpBO, BO
opojot 80 o1 1995 ronuna,
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¥ of the new flag. First, in
issue 80 of 1995, under

JYHU « 2021



IoJ HAcCJOB: ,,SBe3mara Ha Bepruna 3amunyBa‘,
numysame 3a  Jlorosopor,
CeNnTeMBpH, CO KOJIITO ce mpensuayBaime [prmja
a ja Tpu3Hae MakeqoHHja TOa TPUBPEMEHOTO
nme ,llopanemna JyrocmoBeHncka PermyOmmka
Makenonuja®“, momeka HE C€ TMOCTHTHE KOHEYHO
pemenne. Bo meryBpeme, 3eMjara ceferie IO
OykBara @ Bo O0eAMHETUTE HAITUH, HO HE MOYKEIIIe
Tamy Ja TO Bee CBOETO 3HaMme. 3a Bo3Bpar, | piuja
r0 yKUHA TPrOBCKOTO eMOapro.

On  npyra
OoBa  3Hayelle

mornumad Ha 13

CTpaHa,
JieKka  ce
OTBOpPa MOYKHOCT 3a HOBO
HNucruryror  3a
3HAMHbA IO  TIPOCIEIU
MpeAIoroT 3a JW3ajH Ha
snameto of [Ton Bejcon no
MakeJIoHCKaTta  ambacajia
Bo Jlonaon. WHrepecHo
€ Ja ce UCTpaKH Jaju
OBOj MpPEMIOr € HCIpaTeH
10  MuHHCTEPCTBOTO  3a
HAJBOPEITHH padOTH Ha
Maxkenonwnja. Bo mpemmoror
,»C€ KOPHCTH BH3aHTHCKU
open, IPBEHO-IPHUTE OOH
Ha BMPO u Tpu see3mu
KOWIITO TH TPETCTaByBaatr

3HaM€.

3eMjuTe BO KOHMIIITO
xwuBear Makenonmu. OBoj
Ien MokeOu Hema Jla MM
ce pomafa na ['puure®.
Crarujata BKJIy4yBa
1pHO-0e LPTEK Ha
npemioror (Ci. 9). Tyka
BM ja  TpeTcTaByBame
PEKOHCTpPYKIIMjaTa Ha 3HAaMETO BO 00ja 0j1 JOHOBCKU
(Cn. 10). IIpemroror co ucr omuc Ha [loa Bejcon
ce croMeHyBa aypu Bo 1992 roanma, Taka mTo HE
€ jaCHO Il UCTHOT MPEIUIOT € MOJHECEH JBaIaTH
(Round 1992, 6).

TpuTte sBe3mu ce HaoraaT v Ha Bep3Hja Ha 3HAMETO,
KOPHCTEHO Ha OCHOBAYKHOT KoHTpec Ha BMPO-
JIIMHE Bo maj 1990 romuna. Tue tu npercTaByBaa
TpUTE JeNoBH Ha Make/loHHja 0 TozendaTa co
Bbankanckure Bojar 1912 —1913: Bapnapcka (Cpowuja),
Erejcka (I'pumja) m Ilupunacka (byrapuja), u ce
CMeTaaT 3a CHMOOIT Ha CTPEMEIKOT KOH 00STMHYBaHE
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title: ”’Star of Vergina to go” it writes about the
Interim Agreement signed on 13 September that
provided Greece would recognize Macedonia
under the temporary title ‘Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia’ until a final determination
was to be reached on the name. In the meantime,
the country was filed under the letter F at the UN,
and could not fly its flag there. In return for this
recognition, Greece lifted the trade embargo.

On the other side, the situation offered the
opportunity for a new
flag to be designed.
The Flag Institute
forwarded a flag design
proposal, originated
by Paul Wason, to the
Macedonian Embassy
in London. It would be
interesting to discover if
the proposal was sent to
the Ministry of foreign
affairs of Macedonia.
The proposal “used the
Byzantine eagle, the
red and black colours
of VMRO', and three
stars to represent
the countries where
Macedonians live. The
Greeks may not like
this part”. Flagmaster
included a black and
white drawing of the
proposal (Fig.9). Here
we present the colour
reconstruction of a flag
by Jonovski (Fig. 10). A proposal with the same
description by Paul Wason is mentioned back
in 1992, so it is not clear whether it is the same
proposal submitted twice (Round 1992, 6).

The three stars are also found on a version of
the flag used on the founding congress of VMRO-
DPMNE? in May 1990. They represented the
three parts of Macedonia divided during Balkan
wars 1912-13: Vardar (Serbia) Aegean (Greece)
and Pirin (Bulgaria), and are considered as a
symbol of striving for unification (Fig. 11, 12) .

The article continued with the debate
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(Cn. 11, 12).

TekcroT MPOJOIIKYBA
co uH(popMHUpalMja JieKa Ha
5 OKTOMBpH K€ C€ OJpKH
nebata BO  MAaKEIOHCKHOT
MapJamMeHT 3a HOBO 3HaMe
u TpO, W JeKa ce OYeKyBaaT
caMo  HacOKHU
3a YHJIITO JHU3ajH
ke ce oIydyBa MOJOIHA.
HoBuotr nu3ajH ce ouekysa
Jia OuJie n30paH OJ1 AU3ajHUTE
IITO C€ MOJHECEHH Tpe]] TPU TOJUHU HA jABHUOT
KOHKYpC. ,,nente 3a nu3ajH neHec ce (pOKycHpaar
Ha BapHjalliy Ha 371aTHO COHIIC HA IPBEHA OCHOBA,
MOXXeOH HaMallyBajKi TO OpOjoT Ha 3paly Ha OCYyM,
Kako mto e npemioxero ox Cojy3 3a Makenonuja‘.
(Star 1995, 8)

TekcToT MCTO Taka ja ONMINA CUTyalMjaTta co

3a HOBOTO
3HaM¢C

rpOOT M MPBUYHUOT JOTOBOP 3a mpeior Bo 1992
roguHa, kora naprujara BMPO-JIIIMHE ne ce
cormacu co YcraBHara KomucHja. Kommcujara
NIpe/ITIOKU TpO, 3aCHOBaH Ha coHieTo Ha Kytiem, a
HALMOHAINCTHTE TO II0CAKyBaa TPaJAUINOHATHHOT
3maTeH JaB. 3amMeHuK-Tipercenatenor Ha CJICM,
Huxona TlonmoBcku mpensioxu
TIPETXOJTHO TOJIMHA,
ctapuoTrpo Ha ConujamucTuika
Penyommka Makenonuja 1a
ce 3aapku, HO 0Oe3 LpBeHaTa
sBe3ma (Star 1995, 9). Ogoj
MPEAJIOr BCYLIHOCT TOTEKHYBa
on mpateHUKoT Pamk AOIM

ucrara

Cn./Fig. 11

to take place in
the Macedonian
Parliament on 5
October on a new
flag and coat of arms.
The expectation being
only provisions for
a new flag would be
made whose design
would be decided at
a later date. The new
design was expected
to be derived from the designs submitted three
years ago in the national competition. “Design
ideas today centre around variations of the gold
sun on red field, perhaps reducing the numbers
of rays to eight, as has been suggested by the
Alliance for Macedonia’. (Star 1995, 8)

The article also described the situation with
the coat of arms and the initial agreement on a
new proposal in 1992 when the VMRO-DPMNE
party failed to agree with the Constitutional
Commission. The commission proposed arms
based on the Star of Vergina and the nationalists
wanted the traditional golden lion. A Deputy of
the SDSM*, Nikola
Popovski, proposed
earlier that year that
the old coat of arms
of the Macedonian
Socialist  Republic
should be kept but
without the red star

Bo 1992 romuna. IlonouHa,
OBOj mpeyior Oelie JajeH Oj
npemuepor Hukoma I'pyeBcku
B0 2007 roauHa, U KoHeuHO Oetie pudaTeH Bo 2009
ro/IMHA.

OBoj mpemior 3a HOBOTO 3Hame Ha PemyOmuka
Makenonuja ox WHctutyToT 32 3Hame, Oerie
MPEeTCTaBeH Ha CTpaHWIaTa Ha 3HAMUbAaTa Ha
ceerotT (Flags Of The World) (FOTW), uaTepHeT-
3IpYy)KEHHE M pecypc 3a Bekcuioioruja. Toa
3arovHa KaKko jaxy rpyrma co MejiuHr-i1mucta Bo 1993
rOAMHA U HHTEPHET-CTPAHULIATa, IPBUYHO OCHOBAaHA
on Ilyzere boracunu on Uranuja Bo 1994 roauna.
»3HaMHba Ha CBETOT € HajrojeMara WHTEepPHET-
CTpaHMLA IITO € TOCBETCHA Ha BEKCHJIOJIOTHjaTa,
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(Star 1995, 9). The
proposal  actually
originated with MP
Faik Abdi in 1992. This proposal was submitted
by then Prime Minister Nikola Gruevski in 2007
and finally accepted in 2009.

The proposal for the new flag of the Republic
of Macedonia by The Flag Institute was reflected
in Flags of the World (FOTW), an Internet-
based vexillological association and resource.
It started as a Yahoo group mailing list in 1993
and the website initially founded by Giuseppe
Bottasini from Italy in 1994. FOTW is the largest
website devoted to vexillology, containing
comprehensive information about various flags,
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KOJallITO COJpXKU ceondarHu HHPOpPMALIUK 3a
pa3HH 3HAMUA U cTaHa 56-Ta wienka Ha OUAB
B0 2001 romguna (,,History of
FOTW*).

Boaenor3amakeioHCcKuTe
3HaMHUFha, WMa TIOTCEKIIHja
3a TIPEUIO3N 32 MaKeJIOHCKH
3HaMHuBba. Bo  KoMmeHTap
Ha bpyc Bapn, on 1 mapr
1996 roamua, ce omuiryBa
npesiorot Ha Bacow, mpu mro
TIOTPEIITHO Ce MPETIIOCTaByBa
JIeKa TPEJIOroT € Ha CaMHOT
Bumjam  Kpemnton. Bapp,
WUCTO Taka, JlaBa OINUC Ha
3HAMETO: ,,XOPU30HTATHO TIOMCICHO, I[PBEHO Hal
CHHO, CO 3JIaT€H WK O€J1 IBOTJIaB OpEJl CO PAUPEHH
Kpuja M TpPU IIECTOKPaKH SBE3AM KOUIITO Ce
HaoraaT BO IPOCTOpPHUTE MOMEly KpHijaTa U BpaToT
u nomery npara Bpata“. Miycrtparnuja 3a 3HaMero e
CO KOPHUCTEH-E Ha OPEJIOT O] 3HAMETO Ha AydaHuja
(Cn. 12). Bo xomenTap oz 20 deBpyapu 1998 romuna,
Kemko Xajmep ro momnpasa Bapn mexa openot mro
OWT KOpUCTEH OMIT ,,ITOYKPACEH 0T AIOAHCKHUOT OpeIr
1 JIeKa TI0JIeTO OWJI0 IIPHO, a He CHHO.

Bo cnemnnor 6poj, 81 om wmcrara romuHa,
“Ma JIB€ CTaTWH, elHa ,,ballkaHCKOTO Ipamame
pemreno?*, a npyrara ,,I'piuja u MakenoHuja“ Ha
TPYKUOT WieH Ha MHCTUTYTOT 3a 3HaMUmba, JaHuc
Hamunac, kako peakidja Ha TOpPECIIOMEHATHOT
HaIUC OJ1 MPETXOAHUOT Opoj. IIpBo, Bo mucmoro
no HMuctutyToT 3a Hanunac ce
CIPOTHBCTaBH Ha HJigjaTa JIeKa TPUTE SBE3IU BO
HEro MOXaT Jia TM O3HadyBaaT O0JIACTUTE KaJie
LITO MOKaT Jia c€ HajaaT COBpeMEeHH MakeaoHIH

3HaMUbAa,

W Ha ,ynoTpebaTa Ha BU3aHTHCKUOT OpEJ, ILITO
€ HECOOJIBETHO 3a €JHa paca Owie WHUMHYHU
3a mpaBociaBHaTa mmIiepuja. Kako pesynrar Ha
TOa, TOj Oelie MOKaHeT Ja HaIWIIe cTaTHja 3a
cuTyamjara co 3HaMmero. Hammcot cemak, Oerre
MOIITHE IOYMEPEH BO aHaIM3aTa i KOMCHTapHUTe.
Bo nammcot, Hanmaac o6jacHyBa meka ['pruja
HE ce POTHBHU Ha ITOCTOCHETO HA T.H. ,,PemyOnmka
Maxkenonuja“, TyKy Ha UMETO, OHU/IejK aHTHYKNTE
MakenoHnu Omie eIeHCKH Hapox M AJeKcaHaap
Omn oOemuHUTENn Ha KiacuyHa [promja. Bo
MOJZIEpHOTO Bpeme, MakenoHuja e reorpadceka
o0xact Bo ceBepHa I 'priuja, co ['piu ox1 Taa obmacr,
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and became the 56th member of FIAV in 2001.
(“History of FOTW?)

In the FOTW
section about
Macedonian flags,

there is a subsection
on proposals for the
Macedonian flag. In
an entry by Bruce
Ward, of 1 March
1996, he
the Wason proposal.
He wrongly assumes
that the proposal is
by William Crampton
himself. Ward also gives a description of the
flag: “horizontally divided, red over blue,
surmounted overall by a gold or white spread-
wing double-headed eagle and three six pointed
stars arranged in the spaces between the wings
and necks and between the two necks”. The
provided illustration of the flag uses the eagle
from the flag of Albania (Fig. 12). In an entry
from 20 February 1998, Zeljko Heimer corrects
Ward, saying that the eagle used was “more
ornamented than the Albanian eagle” and that
the field was black not blue.

In the next issue of Flagmaster, 81, of the
same year, there are two articles, one “The
Balkan Question Resolved?” and the other,
“Greece and Macedonia” by Flag Institute Greek
member Yanis Natsinas, as a reaction to the
aforementioned article from the previous issue.
Firstly, in a letter to the Flag Institute, Natsinas,
objected to the idea that the three stars could
stand for the areas where modern Macedonians
are to be found and to the “use of the Byzantine
eagle, which was inappropriate for a race which
had been inimical to the Orthodox empire”. As
a result of his letter he was invited to write an
article about the situation. The article, however,
was much more balanced in its analysis and
comments.

In the article Natsinas explains that Greece
does not object to the existence of the so-called
‘Republic of Macedonia’ but to the name, since
Ancient Macedonians were a Hellenic people and
Alexander The Great united classical Greece. In

describes
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KOM ce omnuilyBaar cebecu Kako MakemoHIu.
On nmpyra crpana, ,,Makenonuure™ on Ckorje ce
CJIOBEHCKH HapO/I.

Hammnac o6jacHyBa nmeka KOH KpajoT Ha 19
BeK, Kora ce pacmaraima Otomanckata Mmmepwuja,
cocenaute 3eMju (I'pmmja, byrapmja m CpbOwuja)
ce obuayBajie Ia ja TPHUCBOjaT OBaa TEPHUTOPH]a,
TBpAejku nexa CroBeHWTe BO MakenoHHja ce
nuBHU (byrapute u CpOute kako Opaka CrnoBeHH,
I'puute kako Opaka TpaBOCIAaBHU XPHUCTHjaHH).
Toram, wmefy oBue yre ce pa3BH moceOeH
HAI[MOHAJICH UJCHTUTET, 3a KOjIITo Oerie u30paHo
nmeto ,,Makenonmu“. CoBpemeHara ,,PemyOnnka
MakeioHuja“ € HacCJIeJHUK Ha TOA ABHIKEHE.

[Totoa Toj To 06jacHM mpuroBopoT Ha ['pumja 3a
ynorpebata Ha uUMeTo MakeqoHHWja 3a HEj3HHHUTE
cocemu Bo Ckomje, TUamejku ce JeKa TPUYKHUTE
MakenoHIIM HeMa J1a MOXKaT J1a TO KOPUCTAT MMETO 3a
cebOe. Hexou mypu crpaByBaa jeka kora PenyOinka
MakenoHuja ke ce YTBpAM Ha MEI'yHapOJHO HHBO,
MOXKEe OypH W Ja mobapa 1a ja mpe3eme rpukara
Makenonyrja, Bp3 OCHOBa Ha (hakTOT JEKa CIIOpen
MIPOIIEHKNUTE Ha IMOMUCOT, Tamy kuBear 150.000
coBeHckr Makenonmwm (Natsinas 1995, 2).

Hammaac mpomomkyBa smeka mpoOJeMoT ce
Biromwt Bo 1991 roamna (sic), kora HOBOOCHOBaHATa
,Permyonrka Makenorrja“ n30pa 3HaMe Ha KOEIITO
ce Haora TakaHapeueHara Spe3ga oA Bepruna.
OBaa sBe3ma TpOM3IETyBa OJf JU3ajHOT INTO ja
yKpacyBa 3JIlaTHaTa ypHa, 32 KOJIITO C€ BepyBa JieKa
COAPKU Temed Ha aHTHYKMOT MAaKEeJOHCKH Kpai
Oumn Bropu (tatko nHa Anekcanmap Bemukn),
OTKpUEH BO TIpoOHMIa BO cenoto Bepruna (mo
1926 rommHa IMO3HABATO IIOJI TOA CIOBEHCKO HMeE
Kytrnemr), Bo rpuka Makenonuja. MoxkeOu e moj
3HaK MpallaTHUK JIAJId Taa SBe3/la HaBUCTUHA Oele
amOJieM Ha aHTHYKOTO MAaKEJOHCKO KpPAaJCTBO HIIH
JlaJTi Toa Oellie caMo JACKOPaTUBEH JIu3ajH, U30paH 0.1
YMETHHUKOT KOj ja HampaBui ypHata. Hexon Bo Hero
TO rJemaaT BiMjaHueTo Ha anTndka [lepcuja, emHo ox
OCBOjyBamara Ha Ayekcanmap. [pyru tBpaar meka
TOa € YecTa JeKOpaTHBHA TeMa BO aHTHYKATa IpUKa
apxutekTypa. [IprMepn 3a Toa MOXKe /1a ce BHIAT U
Ha JIPYTH TPYKHU TPajaou, Ia Typu U BO COBPEMEHUTE
HEOKJIaCHYHU TPaJI0H, KaKo BO TNIaBHATA YATAITHA BO
Bpuranckara 6ubmuoreka (Natsinas 1995, 2).

BaxxHo e ma ce HamoMeHe JeKa IOCTOU
paznuka mnomery ,rpukute” MakenoHuu, Kajue
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modern times Macedonia is a geographical area
in northern Greece with Greeks from that area
describing themselves as Macedonians. On the
other hand, Natsinas says, the ‘Macedonians’ of
Skopje are a Slavic people.

Natsinas continues that in the late 19th century,
when the Ottoman Empire was collapsing,
neighboring countries (Greece, Bulgaria, and
Serbia) were striving to take over the territory
claiming the Slavs of Macedonia as their own
(Bulgarians and Serbians as fellow-Slavs, Greeks
as fellow Orthodox-Christians). There was then
a movement among these people to assert a
separate national identity, for which the name
‘Macedonian’ was chosen. The modern ‘Republic
of Macedonia’ is the heir of that movement.

Then Natsinas went on explaining the
objection of Greece to the use of the name
Macedonia for its neighbors in Skopje, fearing that
Greek Macedonians could not use Macedonians
for themselves. Some even feared that when
the Republic of Macedonia was recognized
internationally, it could then demand to take over
Greek Macedonia based on the fact that according
to census estimates there were 150,000 Slavic
Macedonians living there (Natsinas 1995, 2).

Natsinas continued saying the problem
1991(sic) when the newly-
established ‘Republic of Macedonia’ chose a
flag bearing the so-called Star of Vergina. The
star deriving from a design adorning a golden
urn, believed to contain the ashes of ancient
Macedonian King Philip II (father of Alexander
the Great), discovered inside a tomb in the
village of Vergina (until 1926 it was known by
its Slavic name, Kutlesh) in Greek Macedonia.
It is perhaps questionable whether that Star was
really the emblem of the ancient Macedonian
kingdom, or if it was just a decorative design
chosen by the artist who made the urn. Some
see in it the influence of ancient Persia, one of
Alexander’s conquests. Others maintain that it
is a common decorative theme in ancient Greek
architecture. Examples of it can be seen in
other Greek buildings, and even in modern neo-
Classical ones like the main reading room in the
British Library (Natsinas 1995, 2).

It is important to note that there is a

worsened in
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mTo ,,MakeJOHIU WMa PETHOHAIHO 3HAUYCHE
u MakenoHnuTe KouW KMBear BO PemyOmnmka
Maxkenonuja, BO OCTaTOKOT o7 MakenoHHja WU
BO CBETOT, Kaae ,,MakeqoHIM " MMa HaIlHOHAITHO
U ETHUYKO 3Hauewe. ['pukure MakeqoHIu ce
riegaar cebecu Kako I'puy BO HamWoHaNHA |
eTHUYKA CMHCIIA.

Hammnac nmpomomxysa neka I'prute ja cMeraat
sBe3ara 3a amOJeM Ha aHTWYKUTe MakemoHIH,
MW OTKako 3amoyHa cropoT co Ckorje, sBe3maTa
MOXXKE Ja Cce BHWAM CKOPO Hacekaje, Kako BO
rpuka MakeJOHMja Taka U BO JPYTHTE JEIIOBU
Ha ['pimja. Taa e npercTaBeHa Ha HOBaTa MOHETa
on 100 mpaxmu; ce KOpPHCTH Kako amOieM Ha
CHelMjaliu3upaHa TMOJMIKUCKA CHia, HeoJaMHa
KOHCTUTYHUpaHa; MOXeE Jla Ce BUU Ha (hacajuTe Ha
3rpajauTe, Ha KOBEPTUTE CO CMETKHU 3a eJIeKTpUYHa
eHepruja, Aypyd M Ha KamaluTe Ha [IaxXTHTE Ha
yinuiuTte. TeMHOCHHOTO 3HaMe CO SBe3Jara BO
CpeauHa, ce BepyBa JicKa MOTeKHYBa 0] ABCTpasiuja,
a cera ce KOPUCTH BO |'pimja Kako 3HaMe Ha TpUKa
Makeionuja (MaKo HUKOTAI He OHII0 OQHIINjaTHO
YCBOGHO KaKO TaKBO W HUTY €JHA TpUKka o0iacT
Hema cBoe 3Hame) (Ibid).

Toj objacHyBa acka ymoTpebaTa Ha sBe3daTa
Ha 3HameTo Ha PemyOmmka Maxkenonuja, ['punre
ja cMeTaine 3a HallMOHAJHA HaBpeaa, U € MOKeOH
OJITOBOPHA 3a TOIJIaBaTa Ha SBE3JM INTO cera
ce Haoraat Hacekane Bo ['pruja. Moxebu cera
Peny6nukara on Ckonje KOHEYHO Ke CE COorjlacu
Jla TO CMEHH CBOETO 3HaMe, Ke TJie/laMe MOMajKy
sBe3u Bo ['pryja.

Ha «kpajor on cBojara craruja, Hamwmnac
3aKJIydyBa JIeKa OBOj] KOH(IUKT CO 3HAMHUE-ATa
€ eAMHCTBEH IIpUMep Ha €aHa [Jp)kaBa Ja
ybemyBa apyra Ja ro CMEHH CBOETO 3Hame, U
JIeKa 3HaMUIaTa Ha HOBOHE3aBHCHUTE JPKaBU
YyecTonaTu T HMMHUTHpalie 3HaMHI-aTa Ha Beke
MOCTOJHUTE, JIaBajKu TPUMEP CO 3HAMHUEbATA CO
naH-appuKaHCKH O0W, TPBUYHO OOWTE HA 3HAMETO
Ha Etnonmja, u 1exa TakBaTa MMUTAIH]ja JOCera ce
CMeTaIle TOBeKe 3a JacKarme OTKOJIKY 3a HaBpeza.
Hcro Taka, TOj HaBemyBa Jaeka mako [pmwmrte ja
CMeTaaT sBe3JaTa 3a CBOj CHMOOJ, Taa HE CTOH
Ha HAIMOHAIHOTO 3Hame (IM3ajHUPAaHO MHOTY
mpex Taa ja ouje ,,0TKpHeHa™) U JieKa ce Iuiamar
JeKa ,,CKOIICKO-MaKeIOHIUTE K€ TO KOpHCTaT
HUBHOTO 3HaMe CO SBe3/la, U Taa MelyHapOJHO
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difference between “Greek” Macedonians,
where “Macedonian” has regional meaning,
and Macedonians that live in the Republic of
Macedonia, the rest of Macedonia or the World,
where “Macedonian” has national and ethnic
meaning. Greek Macedonians see themselves as
Greeks in a national and ethnic sense.

Natsinas continued by saying that Greeks have
come to consider the star the emblem of ancient
Macedonians, and since the dispute with Skopje
began, the star can be seen almost anywhere,
both in Greek Macedonia and in other parts of
Greece. It forms part of the new 100 drachma
coin; it is used as the emblem of a specialist
police force recently constituted; it can be seen
on the facades of buildings, on envelopes of
electricity bills, and even on the lids of manhole
covers in the streets. The dark-blue flag with the
star in the middle, believed to have originated
in Australia, is now used in Greece as the flag
of Greek Macedonia (although it has never been
officially adopted as such and no Greek district
has a flag of its own) (Ibid).

Natsinas explains that the use of the star on
the flag of the Republic of Macedonia was seen
by the Greeks as a national insult and is perhaps
responsible for the deluge of stars which are now
turning up everywhere in Greece. It may be that
now that the Skopje-based republic has finally
agreed to change its flag, we will see less of the
star in Greece.

At the end of his article, Natsinas concludes
that the flag conflict is a unique example of one
state persuading another to change its flag, and
that flags of newly independent states have often
imitated the flags of already-existing ones giving
the example of all the flags bearing the pan-
African colours, originally the colours of the flag
of Ethiopia, and that such imitation has hitherto
been considered flattery rather than insult. He
further states that although Greeks consider the
star as their symbol, it is not a feature on their
national flag (designed long before the star was
‘discovered’), and that they feared that with the
“Skopje-Macedonians” using it on their flag, the
star would come to be identified with the them,
internationally, and not with Greek Macedonia
and Greece in general (Ibid).
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ke ce uieHTU(UKYBa CO HHUB, a HE CO IpyKara
Maxkenonuja u Boommito co ['pruja (Ibid).

Bo uctror 6poj, 81, mox HacmoB ,,barkanckoTo
npamame ce pemun? Ce pemu npoOIEMOT CO
MaKeJIOHCKOTO 3HaMe , IMa U3BEIITAj 3a CCAHUIIATA
Ha MakemoHCKOoTo CoOpaHne o1l 5 OKTOMBPH, KOTa
HOBHOT JU3ajH Ha 3HaMeTo Oerrie n3riacad co 110:1
rimacoBu Bo Cobpanue co 120 mecta. OBa 3HaUere
neKa Tpeba Jla ce OTCTpaHu SBesnarta Ha Bepruna
O]l 3HAMETO W Jia C€ 3aMEHH CO COHIIE Off OCYyM
3paI| ITO Ce MpoTeraar 10 padOBUTE HA 3HAMETO.
Jlu3ajHOT € moBp3aH co TOj Ha I'POOT, KOjIITO UCTO
TaKa COJIPIKU COHIIE O] OCYM 3pally, KaKo M XMMHATa
»JleHec HaJu MakenoHHja®, Kako IITO BEJH ,,ce para
HOBO CcOHIIE Ha ciobomata“ (Balkan 1995, 1).

Beme o0jaBena m mzjaBata ox CekperapujaTtoT
3a uH(popmaimu Ha PenyOnika Makenonuja, o Joc
[Monc na UnTtepHer: ,,lipBeHaTa 00ja yecTomnaTu Oerie
0ojara Ha 3HAMHIbATA IOJ[ KOMIITO MAaKEIOHCKHUOT
HapoJ ce Oopelle BO MHMHATOTO 3a HAlMOHATHA
cioboma. Toa mpercraByBa 60pOa MPOTUB POTICTBOTO
1 32 COlMjalTHa, TyXOBHA M IIMBHIIM3AIMCKA clI0001a
n Hanpenok. COHIIETO OTCeKoraml OO BO Hariara
HACTOpHCKA Tpaguiyja CHAMOON Ha CBETJIMHATA,
parame Ha )KHBOTOT, Paf0CcTa U clio0oara, 1 3aToa €
n30paHo na Oune amOneM Ha 3HaMeTo Ha PemyOmnmka
Maxkenonmja“ (Sekretarijat 1995).

HoBoto 3name Geme nmopurHaro mpen OOH Bo
10:30 yacor, Ha 21 oxtomBpu 1995 roauna, co mro
Ce CTaBH Kpaj Ha Yy/IHATa aHOMaJTja CIIOPE/I KOjaIlTo
Makenonuja  Oerre
YHEILTO 3HaMe HE ce Beelle Npe 3rpajara. 3aKoHOT,
npeneced 10 OOH u npesenen ox Jupxku Tenopa,
BEJIU JieKa UPHHATA Ha COHIIETO € ¢/THA CSMHUHA OJT
JOJDKMHATa Ha 3HameTo. Kako u 1a e, Bo MaTtepujanoT

CAUHCTBCHATa BeMja-LIJ'ICHKa

wro ro nocrasu Joc Iloenc Ha MHTEpHET, HETOBUOT
IMjaMeTap € JaJieH Kako enHa ocmuHa. [aneH e
ourmjasier mogen, (Cit. 13) kane nomkunara e 22,5
CM, a JInjaMeTapoT Ha JcKoT € 3,5 cM. Cenak, Moxe
Jla IMa oJpeieHa KOH(Y3Hja OKOJTY TOA TAJTH KOJITHOT
JIWICK ja BKJIy4dyBa WJIM HE IIPBEHATa TPaHMIIA, IITO IO
OJI/IeITyBa OJ1 3parTe. AKO € BKIy9eHO, IIETHOT IUCK
nma ajamerap of 4 cM wim 17,7% on moymmkuHaTa.
boute octanyBaat kako mopano (Balkan 1995, 2).
AHanm3araHa3HamMeTo, 00jaBeHa Bo Dirarmactep
co 3akoHOT W TpUMEpoKOT o CiyKOeH BECHHK
Ha PemyOmuka MakenoHnja, TOKaXKyBa JeKa
MIPOTIOPITUUTE W JHjaMeTapoT Ha COHIIETO C€ CO
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In the same issue, 81, under the title “The
Balkan Question Resolved? Macedonian Flag
Issue Settled” is a report of the 5 October session
of the Macedonian Parliament when a new design
of the national flag was voted for by 110-to-1 in
the 120-seat Sobranie. This resulted in the removal
of the Star of Vergina from the flag and to replace
it with a sun of eight rays extending to the edges of
the flag. The design was related to the arms, which
also contain a sun of eight rays, and to the national
anthem Denes nad Makedonija se ragja novo
sonce na slobodata (‘Today a new sun of Liberty
rises over Macedonia’) (Balkan 1995, 1).

Same issue also reported the statement of
the Secretariat for Information of the Republic
of Macedonia published by Jos Poels: “the red
colour has often been the colour of the flags
under which the Macedonian people fought in
the past for national freedom. It represents the
struggle against slavery and for social, spiritual
and civilisation (sic) freedom and progress. The
sun has always been in our historical tradition a
symbol of light, spring of life, joy and freedom,
and this is why it was chosen to be the emblem
on the flag of the Republic of Macedonia.*
(Secretariat 1995)

The new flag was raised in front of the UN
headquarters building at 10:30 on 21 October
1995, thus ending the strange anomaly whereby
Macedonia was the only member whose flag was
not flown at the building. The law as transmitted
to the UN and as translated by Jiri Tenora states
that the width of the sun is one-seventh of the
length of the flag. However, in the material
placed on the Internet by Jos Poels its diameter
is given as one-eighth. An official graphic
depiction is provided, (Fig. 13). In this depiction,
the length is 22.5 cm and the diameter of the disc
is 3.5cm. However there may be some confusion
as to whether or not the yellow disc includes its
red border, which separates it from the rays. If
this is included the whole disc has a diameter of
4cm or 17.7% of the length. The colours remain
as before (Balkan 1995,2).

Analysis of the flag published in Flagmaster
with the law and the sample from the Official
Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia, shows
minor differences in the proportions and the
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Maiu pa3nuku. Bo uieHot 2 o7 3aKOHOT ce Belu:

»3HameTo Ha PermyOnnka MakenoHHja € IPBEHO
CO 31IATHO-XK0ITO coHIle. COHIIETO
“Ma OCyM COHYEBH 3palld KOU ce
MPOCTUPAAT OJf COHYEBUOT JHCK
CO TIPOIIHPYBaFkE IO pPabOBUTE
Ha 3HamMeTo. COHYEBHUTE 3pald
ce BKpCTyBaaT II0 [HjaroHana,
XOpHU30HTaNa W  BepTUKaia.
JlvjaMeTapoT Ha COHUEBUOT JHCK
€ e/IHA CeIMUHA OJ1 TOJDKUHATA Ha
3HamMeTo. lIeHTapoT Ha COHIIETO
ce MOKJIONYyBa CO TOYKaTa BO KOja
ce ceyar AMjaroHanuTe Ha 3Hamero. OmHOCOT Ha
LIMPHHATA U JOJDKMHATA Ha 3HAMETO € €/IeH clipeMa
nBa. Bo mpunor e mameHo JTMKOBHO-rpadUuKd
npuka3 Ha 3HameTo" (CiyxOen 1995).

Bo neduHmmmjata nypu u He ce CIOMEHYBa
JieKa 3paluTe ce OJJICNICHH OJi COHYEBHOT JIHCK,
HUTY jeOejiMHaTa Ha 0J]iBOjyBameTo. Ha 3Hamero
Ha dnarmacrep, Kpyror mMTo T OJ(BOjyBa 3paluTe
O]l COHYEBHOT JMCK € MolHe TeceH. Mcro Taka,
KOHCTpPYKIIMjaTa Ha 3paluTe HE € ONHWIIaHA BO
3aKOHOT, HO WMa TPWIOT Ha 3aKOHOT CO 3HaMe
Ha odwunmjamHa wWiIycTpanyuja. Miycrpammjara Ha
HacJIOBHaTa cTpaHuiia Ha drarmacrep He TO ciean
COBPIIIEHO O(UIIH]jATHHOT IJTaH 32 KOHCTPYKIHja. Toa
HE € MHOTY Pa3lIMuyHO BU3YEITHO, HO CaMO MOKaKyBa
JeKa JIMIETO KOe Tro MOJATOTBHIO IPTEKOT HE
MOCBETHIIO TIOTOJIEMO BHUMAHHUE HITH TO CMETAJIO TOA
3a HenoTpeOHa negantepuja (Ci. 14). Mncruryror 3a
3HAMHIba MM JIMCT cO (PaKTH 3a CEKOe 3HaMe, TIIaBHO
HarpaseHo o1 KpammToH.

[locnenen maT, MaKEZOHCKOTO 3HamMe ce
cnioMeHyBa Bo Opojot 117 ox 2005 roauna, kora
ypeanukor Majkn ®ay, BO HAmUCOT ,,3HAMHUEHA
KaKo
TEIIKO Cce€ Haoraar®,

BO BecTHTE™ ,,MaKeJIOHCKUTE 3HaMHIba
nuIryBa 3a yrnoTrpebara
Ha MAaJIITHHCKUATE 3HaMHUba
Bo  Pemybnuka  Makenonuja.
Cropen HOBOMBTIACAHUOT 3aKOH,
MaJIIMHCTBaTa MOXaT Ja ToO
KOpPHCTAaT CBOETO  HAI[MOHAIHO
3HaMe€ 3a€JHO CO MAaKeIOHCKOTO
JP>KaBHO Hcto Taka,
M CIHOJeyBa HCKyCTBaTa Ha
AHTJIMKAHCKUOT CBEIITeHUK [loH

Xom, KOj mpH cBojaTa TIOoceTa

3HaMC€.

MACEDONIAN HERALD 16

Cn./Fig. 14

49

diameter of the sun. Article 2 of the law states:

“The flag of the Republic of Macedonia is red
with the golden
yellow sun. The
sun has eight sun
rays that extend
from the solar disk
by extension to the
edges of the flag.
The rays
cross the diagonal,
horizontal,
and vertical.
The diameter of the solar disk is one-seventh
of the length of the flag. The center of the
sun coincides with the point at which the
diagonals of the flag meet. The ratio of the
width and length of the flag is one to two.
In addition, a graphic representation of the flag is
provided” (Ciyx0en 1995).

The definition does not mention the rays are
separated from the sun disk nor the thickness of
separation. In the Flagmaster article’s depiction of
the flag the circle disconnecting the rays from the
sun disk is much smaller. Also, the construction
of the rays is not described in the law but there is
an attachment to the law with official flag image.
Flagmaster’s cover page illustration does not
follow perfectly the official construction sheet.
They are not very different visually, but only
show that the person rendering the drawing did not
pay close attention or consider the unnecessary
pedantry (Fig. 14). The Flag Institute has a fact
sheet for every flag, mostly done by Crampton.

Last time the Macedonian flag is mentioned
is in the issue 117 of 2005, when Editor Michael
Faul, in the section “Flags in the News” in an
article “Macedonian Flags are Hard to Find”
writes about the usage of
national minority flags in
the Republic of Macedonia.
According to the newly passed
law, the minorities could use
their national flag together with
the Macedonian national flag.
It also shares the experiences
of Anglican priest John Hall
who while visiting Macedonia

sun’s

Cn./Fig. 13
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Ha MakeqoHuja, 3a0esexan Kako Ha IITaH] ce
npoJiaBaar ajl0aHCKU W aMEPUKAHCKH 3HAMHEba BO
JIBE TOJIEMUHH, ¥ CaMO MHOTY MalleYKH 3HAMHHba
3a Ha Maca WM 3a BO aBroMoOwi. Ha mpamameTo
30IUTO THE HE IIPOAABAaT I'OJIEMH MAaKEIOHCKU
3HaMHUBba, [IPOJABA4YOT OATOBOPUI JleKa THE C€
MOTIITHE cKaru 1 Temko ce Haoraar (Flags 2005, 13).

dnarmMacTep k€ M TpHKaXe W TPOOBUTE HaA
[Ipercenarenor na PemyOnuka Makemonuja u Ha
MakenoHckaTa npaBociiaBHa LpkBa — Oxpuackara
apxuenuckomnuja, Bo opojor 138 ox 2011 romuna,
0e3 JOMOJTHUTEIICH TEKCT.

3AKJIYUOK

diarmacrep ce cTpeMu Jia ro orndaru ONIITHOT
TEK Ha BEKCHJIOJOIIKMOT pa3Boj Ha PemyOniuka
Maxkenondja W Ja TH  JIOHECe
I/IH(i)OpMaHI/II/I J1O HCTOBUTC YHUTATCJIN HU3 T'OAUHUTE,

OCHOBHUTEC

Ha HUBO HA [T03HABAHE HA HAIIMOHAIHNTE 3HAMHIbHA,
o0uyBajk ce Ha OOjeKTHMBEH M H30aNaHCUpPaH
Ha4YMH /1a ja U3HEcCe CYIITHHATA Ha CIIOPOT OKOIY
CUMOOJIOT, HAa HAYWH INTO TO TPUOIIKYBa 10
YUTATEINTE KOW HE CE 3aII03HAEHH CO perHoHaTHATa
[OJIUTUKA U CJIOXKEHaTa MCTOPHCKA I[03aIUHA.
Cemak, HEj3MHUTE OTpPaHUIyBama, MEry IPYyroTo,
JIeKAT BO 3HAUUTEIHUOT HEAOCTATOK HA PEJIEBAHTHU
nHpopMaruu o MakenoHMja BO Toa BpeMe, a
KaMOJIM Ha CTPpy4YHa M Hay4Ha OCHOBa 0] 0Baa 00act
Bo Makenonuja Bo paaute 90-TH, KaKo U peIaTUBHO
rpy0 JocTamneH mpukas / moAroToBKa / TEXHOJIOTHja
3a TevyaTteme BO MOMEHTOT Ha o0jaByBame. 3aToa
€ BaKHO MAaKEJIOHCKHTE EKCIEpPTH Ja MOArOoTBaT
COOJIBETHHU TPYI0BH 3a diarmacrep v APYrd BaXKHU
CTPaHCKH BEKCHIIOJIOLIKH CIIHCAaHUja.

CMerame Jieka € MHTEpeceH MpeayioroT 3a
3HameTo Ha MHCTUTYTOT 3a 3Hame. Toj ru KopucTu
JIBETE HAI[MOHAIHU 00U, I[PBEHA U [[PHA, a 3TaTHUOT
JIBOTJIAB OpeNl He € Hero3HaT BO MakeaoHwuja.
BeymmnocT, HajcTapuoT 3ammc  3a  3HaAMe Ha
Teputoprjata Ha PemyOmmka Makenonuja e on
kaprata ymmept ox 1390 romwHa, kame mTo €
MpUKaKaHO 3HaMe Ha TrimaBHUOT rpax Ckorje
CO IIpBEH [JBOIJIAB Opel Ha XojaTo 3Hame. Mcro
Taka, TOj € CUMOOJI Ha TPABOCIABUETO U OCOOEHO
[Hapurpazackuor narpujapx, Ha KOro My Ipumararie
nenara enapxuja Bo Makenonuja 1o 1870 ronuHa.
Hcto Taka, cuMOONOT CO TpU SBE3IM CE CMETa

3a cuM0bon Ha CINHCTBOTO Ha CHUTC JICJIIOBHM Ha
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spotted a stand selling Albanian and U.S. flags
in two sizes, and the Macedonian national flag
in only very small table or car dashboard sizes.
When questioned why he did not sell larger
Macedonian flags, the seller answered that those
are very expensive and hard to find (Flags 2005,
13).

The Flagmaster will also show the Arms of the
President of the Republic of Macedonia and of the
Macedonian Orthodox Church — Archbishopric
of Ohrid, in its issue 138 of 2011 without an
additional text.

CONCLUSION

Flagmaster strove to cover the general course
of the vexillological development of the national
flag of the Republic of Macedonia and to bring
basic information on the subject to its readers
over the years. The publication’s goals were to
be objective and provide a balanced view of the
essence of the dispute over the main symbol (the
“star””), in a way that brings it closer to readers
unfamiliar with regional politics and the nation’s
complex historical background. However, the
publication’s limitations, among other things,
may have stemmed from the considerable lack of
relevant information from Macedonia at the time,
as well as a lack of professional and scientific
foundation in vexillology in Macedonia in the
early 1990s. Exacerbating the issue may have
been the relatively rough display / preparation
/ printing technology at the time of publication.
Therefore it is important that Macedonian experts
prepare appropriate papers for Flagmaster and
other important foreign vexillological journals.

We find the Flag Institute’s proposal for the
flag interesting. It uses the two national colors, red
and black, and the golden double-headed eagle is
not unknown in Macedonia. Actually, the oldest
record of a flag in the territory of the Republic
of Macedonia is from the Dulcert map of 1390
where a flag is shown of the capital Skopje, with
a red double-headed eagle on a yellow field.
Also, it is a symbol of Orthodoxy and especially
the Patriarch of Constantinople to whom all the
dioceses in Macedonia belonged until 1870.
Further, the symbol of three stars is considered
as symbol of unity in all parts of Macedonia, or
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MaxkeoHHja, WM KaKo IITO HaBeyBa dDiarmacrep,
TPHUTE 3€MjHU KaJIe )KUBEAT MAKEOHIIH.

as Flagmaster states, the three countries where
Macedonians live.

NOTES

1 VMRO - Vnatreshna Makedonska Revolucionerna
Organizacija (Internal Macedonian Revolutionary
Organization) is one of the names of Macedonian
Revolutionary Organization that become synonym
for the entire movement (1893 — 1937) and symbol of
the Macedonian struggle for independent Macedonia.
VMRO organized the Ilinden (St. Elijah day) Uprising
in 1903 which is considered a landmark event in the
struggle for creation of independent Macedonian
state that started fulfilling on Ilinden (St. Elijah day)
1944. However in Bulgaria VMRO is regarded as a
pro-Bulgarian organization with aim of unification of
Macedonia with Bulgaria. For more details see https://
www.britannica.com/topic/Internal-Macedonian-
Revolutionary-Organization.

2 VMRO-DPMNE (Vnatreshna Makedonska
Revolucionerna  Organizacija —  Demokratska
partija za Makedonsko Nacionalno Edinstvo)
Inetrnal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization —
Democratic Party for Macedonian National Unity.

Registered in the summer of 1990, as a “national party
of the Macedonian people” with an anti-communist
conservative orientation, amongst the first political
parties striving for the Independence of Macedonia
from Yugoslav federation. It clams, as the name
indicates, to be continuation of the historic VMRO
(Klimovski 2017, 294).

3 Alliance for Macedonia coalition led by Socialist-
Democratic Union of Macedonia (SDSM), with
Socialist party of Macedonia and Liberal Party.

4 SDSM (Social- Demokratski Sojuz na Makedonija)
Social- Democratic Union of Macedonia is
continuation of the Communist Party of Macedonia.
Re-registered in the summer of 1990 as “radically
breaking its connection with the communist-bolshevik
model of a party, with confined indoctrination
and monopolistic position in the society” and “it
determines itself for Yugoslavia as a democratic
community of equal peoples”. Second largest party in
Macedonia. (Klimovski 2017, 292)
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