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AIICTPAKT

Makenonuja € 3eMja BO CpIIETO Ha
Bankanor.
eNUIIeHTapOT Ha HacTaHute Mmery lcro-
KOT W 3amanoT. 3eMjaTa € CpeduIlnTe Ha
XPUCTHjaHCTBOTO JIBa MHUJICHHYMH W H30-
OmITyBa CO XPUCTHjaHCKH PEITUKTH U CHUM-
O0omm. Mako xepamawkata BO pPa3InYHH
(hopmu e mozHaTa Bo Make10HHU]a 011 Cpe/l-
HUOT BEK, lypu KOH KpajoT Ha 20 Bek ce mpaar
JIOHEKaJle CUCTEeMAaTCKH OOWIIU 3a MPOYyYyBame U
pa3BHUBaWkE HOBU XEPAJIMYKHU MpakTuku. OBa J0-
BeJIe JIO PEIaTUBHO IIUPOKa yroTpeda Ha peluru-
03HHU CUMOOJIH BO TOj TIPOIIEC.

OBoj Tpyn ja ondaka
am0JieMaTHKa BO MaKeJIOHCKaTa MeCHa XepaJliKa.

Taa TpaguUUOHAIHO € BO

pesMruo3xHara

KpcroBure, pkBrTE U IPKOBHUTE KaMOaHApUH ce
KOPUCTAT BO MIOBEKE HABpaTH HA MECHUTE rPOOBH.
YroTpeOeHnuTe KPCTOBH Ce€ TocTa crienuduanu, a
HCEKOMU C€ ONMMIIaHU BO MAaKCIOHCKHOT XCpaJiany-
KM TEPMHUHOJIOLIKH PEYHUK Ha MakeJI0HCKOTO Xe-
panaudko ApymTBo. L[pkBUTE M MPKOBHUTE Kam-
OaHapuy 10 OJpENEH CTENeH Ce CTHIM3AINHA Ha
MMOeTMHEYHN MaKEIOHCKU CaKpaTHU 00jeKTH.

Kityuynu 300poBu: MecHa Xepanauka, Make10-

HUja, OIINITUHCKY TPOOBH, pEIUTUCKa CUMOOIINKA,
XPHUCTHjaHCKH CUMOOITH, XEPAANIKHA KPCTOBH.
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ABSTRACT

Macedonia is a country in the heart
of the Balkans. It has traditionally
been in the grind of events between the
East and West. The country has been a
center of Christianity for two millennia
and is abundant in Christian relics and
emblems. Though heraldry in various
forms is known in Macedonia from the
Middle Ages it is in the late 20th century. that
a somewhat systematic attempts have been
made at studying and developing new heraldic
practices. This has led to the relatively wide use
of religious emblems in the process. This paper
covers the religious emblems in Macedonian
civic heraldry. Crosses, churches and church
bell towers are used in multiple occasions in
civic coat of arms. The crosses used are quite
specific and some have been described by the
Macedonian heraldic terminology dictionary of
the Macedonian Heraldry Society. The churches
and church bell towers are to some degree
stylizations of particular Macedonian sacral
objects.

Keywords; Civic heraldry, municipal arms,

religious symbolics, Christian symbols, heraldic
Crosses
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BOBE[]

Yoseukara mpuposa € BOJIEHA M W3pa3yBaHa,
JIpyroto, W  MpeKy
HajeTHOCTABHOTO W HAJUHTUMHOTO HW3Pa3yBarbe
JbyOOB 10 WACHTU(HUKAIINjA HA TPYITN U TTOCIUHIIN,
[IEJIOTO YOBEYKO OIIITECTBO € IPEIUIaBeHO CO
cumMbonmn W QUTYpaTUBHU Nmajku
BOOIIITO HE € YyIHO IITO
XepaluKara, o]l Hej3MHOTO 0jaByBambe 10 JICHEC,
MIPEeIM3BUKYBa 0COOCHA JbYOOIMTHOCT Kaj IIyreTo.
Taa jpyOONMUTHOCT € HacOoYeHa KOH O3HAKUTE, T.C.
rpOOBUTE HA MOEAMHEYHH HCTOPUCKH JUYHOCTH
Kako W TpOOBHTE Ha LENM KpaJCTBa, APIKABH,
TEPUTOPHH WTH. 3HaEjKu TO OBa, ce Mmoxapa3dupa
JieKa peNUruo3HuTe cuMOonu, apTedakTu, IPKBHY,
CBETLHU U IPYTU MPEIAMETH O PEIUTHO3HO TIOTEKIIO

Mery cumbomn.  Op

3HaA4YCHA.
ro oOBa Ha YyM,

Ke MMaaT 3HAaYUTEIIHO BJIMjaHHE W 3aCTalleHOCT BO
XepaAuKara.

Makenonuja, 3eMja BO cpiero Ha baikaHor,
TPaJMIMOHAIHO € BO CMUIEHTAPOT HA HACTAHUTE
mery Mcrokor m 3amanot. Mako xepannukara BO
pasznmuaHu (GOpMHU € To3HaTa BO MakeIoHja yIITe 01
CPEIHHOT BEK, TypH KOH KpajoT Ha 20 BEeK ce mpaBaT
JIOHEKaJle CHCTEMAaTCKH OOWIM 3a TPOYydyBame
W pa3BUBakE€ HOBH XEPAIIUYKH TPAKTHUKH.
Hajcraprnor cuMOon TMOBp3aH CO TEPHUTOPHjaICH
eHTHTeT BO Makenonuja € 3Hamero Haja Ckorje
MIpUKakaHO Ha KapTata Ha AHiienuHo JlymaepT on
1339 romuna (Jonoscku, 2015). Bo 1395 roauna
Ckorje motmara IMmoj OCMaHIMCKa BJIACT, a BO
1430 rogunaa u ConyH. Taka, nena MakenoHuja ke
OCTaHe MOJ| OCMaHJINCKa BJIACT BO CIEIHUTE MET
Beka 10 1912 roguna. [lopanu ucnaMcKuoT mories
Ha ynotpeOara Ha ciuku, OTomanckaTta Mmnepuja
HE CIPOBEyBaJla HUKAKBU XEPAJIIUYKH ITPAKTUKH.
OBa Bo cymITHHA 3Ha4YM MIPa3HUHA BO XepaJIUKaTa.
3Ha4M, MOYETOLUTE Ha MOJIEPHATA XEPaJIIUKa BO
Maxkenonuja Tpeba 1a ce 6apaaT BO I'PaJCKHOT
rp6 Ha I'pax Ckorje, K0j matupa oj MOYETOKOT
Ha 1930-tute (Jonoscku 2013). Cxomje Toramt
Omiio aIMUHUCTpPATHBEH IIeHTap Ha Bapmapcka
banosuna Ha Kpancreoto Jyrocnasuja. Toj 6w
Mery IPBUTE TPAJIOBU KOW HEKOTAIIl OHIIe JIEN O]
ABcTpo-yHTapckata Mwmmepuja mTo cTexkHame
rp6. I'pbor ro npukaxysa KameHnumor moct
CO pekaTa IOJ HEero, TBPAMHATA M OKOJHUTE
IUIAHWHA W € TpuUMep 3a TakaHapedyeHara
niejzaxkHa xepananka (ibidem) (ci. 1). 3a Bpeme
Ha Oyrapckara okymanudja Bo Broparta cBercka
BOjHA, CIMYHA wH7eja Oelle HCKOPHCTEHa 3a
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INTRODUCTION

Human nature is guided and expressed through
symbols. From the simplest and most intimate
expression of love to the identification of groups
and individuals, all human society is awash with
symbols and figurative meanings. Bearing this
in mind, it is not at all surprising that heraldry,
from its emergence to the present day, arouses
particular curiosity among people. That curiosity
is directed towards the insignias (i.e., the coats of
arms of individual historical figures) as well as
the coats of arms of entire kingdoms, countries,
territories, etc. Knowing this, it goes without
saying that religious symbols, artefacts, churches,
saints and other items of religious origin will
have a significant influence and representation in
heraldry.

Macedonia, a country in the heart of the
Balkans has traditionally been in the grind of
events between the East and West. Although,
heraldry in various forms is known in Macedonia
from the middle ages it is in the late 20™ century
that a somewhat systematic attempts have been
made at studying and developing new heraldic
practices. The oldest symbol associated to a
territorial entity in Macedonia is the flag over
Skopje, shown on the Angelino Dulcerti map of
1339 (Jonoscku, 2015). In 1395 Skopje fell under
the Ottomans and in 1430 so did Salonica. Thus,
the of Macedonia would remain under Ottoman
rule for the next five centuries until 1912. Due to
the Islamic view of usage of images the Ottoman
Empire did not conduct any heraldic practices.
This in effect meant a gap in heraldry. So, the
beginnings of modern heraldry in Macedonia
should be sought in the civic coat of arms of
the City of Skopje, dating from
the beginning of the 1930s
(Jonovski 2013). Skopje was
then the administrative center of
Vardar Banovina (province) of
the Kingdom of Yugoslavia. It
was among the first cities which
had not been part of the Austria-
Hungarian Empire to acquire
arms (ibidem) (fig. 1). The coat of
arms shows the stone bridge with
the river beneath, the fortress,
and the surrounding mountains
and it’s an example of the so-

Cn./Fig. 1
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nu3ajHoT Ha rpOoT BO 1941 roguna (ibidem) (ci. 2).

[To Bropara cBercka BojHa, HOBOOpMHpaHaTa
Hapogna Peny6mmka Makenonuja cranyBa el
on Commjammctnuka  DemepaTuBHA
Penmyommmka  JyrocnaBuja. Bo  0Boj
MEpUoJl, WaKO HE 3aJI0JDKHUTEITHO, MO-
HMOT XEpajJiiKka O3HadyyBa
xepanauka. Bo oBa Bpeme Ha ,,MpaveH

MCCHa

called landscape heraldry (ibidem). During the
Bulgarian occupation in World War II a similar
idea was used for a design of the arms in 1941
(ibidem) (Fig. 2).

After WWII, the newly formed
People’s Republic of Macedonia became
part of the Socialist Federative Republic
of Yugoslavia. In this period, even

W TOTAIHTApPEH pEeXKUM  3emjara \ though not obligatory, the term heraldry
TIPETpIyBa HEKONKY TEPUTOPHjamHH [ ~ meant civic heraldry. In this time of “dark
nonaendu, Ho go 1965 romuma 7 l -, and totalitarian regime” the country had
TEpUTOpHjaIHATA  OpraHM3alMja  Cce -ﬁ?éﬁ},,,%,_,-@é\@&‘f@ﬁ] several territorial divisions but by 1965
4 BnaroRe o o .
CTaOMIU3Upa M OCTaHyBa BO cuiia 1o 1996 o /;rléQ the divisional organization stabilized and

roauHa. Bo oBoj nepuoa 3emjara nma 32
ormmtuau (Cn. BecHuk 2/65). Hury enen
KOHKPETEH 3aKOH 3a TEPUTOpHjaJiHA OpraHu3aldja
Ha Jip)kaBata He OWJI BO cuia, Oujejku paborara
Owia peryiupaHa co YcTaBeH 3aKOH, KOj IMaK O]
CBOja CTpaHa HE TH CIIOMEHYBaJ TIpOOBUTE HIIH
3HaAMHUaTa Ha ommruHHTe. Merytoa, Bo 1970
roauHa, Munom KOHCTaHTMHOB, THOHEpP Ha
MaKeOHCKHUTE XepalJInIKNA HCTPAXKYBamba
(Jonoeckn 2019), mummryBa craTtmja 3a

MECHaTa Xe€pajlJuKa W HCTaKHyBa JC€Ka

remained in place until 1996. There were

32 municipalities during this period (Cu.
Becnuk 2/65). No specific law for the territorial
organization of the country was in force, since the
matter was regulated by the Constitutional Law,
which in terms did not mention coats of arms
or flags of the municipalities. However, in 1970
Milosh Konstantinov, a pioneer of Macedonian
heraldry studies (JonoBcku 2019),
wrote an article on civic heraldry and
pointed out that in an inquiry about the

BO HCTpaxyBame 3a ymorpeba Ha Tpo
caMo ceAyM O]l 32 OMIUTHUHU OATOBOPHIIE
no3utuBHO (KoncrantmaoB 1970). Toa
ouie Ckomje, burona,
Kymanoso, Kpymeso, Oxpun, Ctpyra u
PapgoBum (cn. 3). Iler npyru ommruHu
OJIrOBOPHJIC HETATHBHO, & IPEOCTAHATHTE
BOOMIITO W He oxaroBopwie. Kako
WTO € 3a O4YeKyBalle, CHUTE CEAyM
OIIITHHCKY TPOOBHU OWJIe IM3ajHUPAHU BO

OINIITUHUTEC!:

COLIMjaJIUCTUYKU MaHUpP M HUTY €JCH HE
COZIPIKEIT PEIUTUO3ZHU CUMOOJIH.

Ilo magor Ha KOMYHU3MOT U
og COPJ] Bo 1991

rolMHA Ce YUHHU JIeKa TEPHUTOPHjaTHATA

HC3aBUCHOCTA

peopranusaija He € Mel'y IPUOPUTETUTE
HaHOBO(OPMHUpaHATa IEMOKPATCKA BIIajIa.
OBa ce ciydyBa TET TOAWHH TOJAOITHA, BO 1996
ronnHa, kora 32-Te cTapy OMIITHHU OWJIE TI0ICTICHU
Ha 123 HOBH, miyc riaaBHHOT Tpax Ckomje Kako
eaunauna co noceben Craryc (Ci. BecHuk 49/96).
OBoj maT TepHTOpHWjaTHATA OpraHu3aluja Owia
CaHKITMOHMpPaHa cO 3aKOH KOj JI03BOJyBa TPOOBH.
Taxa, wieH 7 oIl OBOj 3aKOH racen: Eouruyume
Ha  JoKanHama

camoynpasa  [onwmunume]

Modicam 0a umaam ceoj epb u 3Hamurea. I poom
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use of coat of arms just seven out of
the 32 municipalities replied positively
(KorncranturoB 1970). Those were
the municipalities of Skopje, Bitola,
Kumanovo, Krusevo, Ohrid, Struga and
Radovish (Fig. 3). Five Municipalities
answered negatively, and the rest did
not answer at all. As expected, all seven
of the municipal coats of arms were
designed in socialist fashion and none
featured religious emblems.

After the fall of communism and
independence from SFRY in 1991 it
seemed that territorial reorganization
not among the priorities of
the newly established democratic
government. This happened five years
later in1996 when the 32 old municipalities were
broken up into 123 new ones, plus the capital City
of Skopje as a special status unit (Cin. Becank
49/96). This time the territorial organization was
sanctioned by Law which allowed for coats of
arms. Thus, Article 7 of this Law read: The Units
of the local self-government [Municipalities| may
have their own coat of arms and flags. The coat
of arms and flag of the municipality (hereinafter

was

JYHU « 2023



U 3HAMEmMO Ha OomumuHama (60 HAMAMOWHUOM
mexcm: epb u 3Hame), ce paziuxyeaam oo epoom
u s3mamemo Ha Penybnuxa Maxeoonuja u 00
epbosume u 3HAMURLAMA HA Opyaume ONUAMUHU,
KaKko u 00 epbosume Ha opyaume 3emju u 2poosume
U 3HAMUILAMA HA ONUWMUHUME 60 OpyeU 3eMju.
I'pbosume u 3mamurbama ce paznuxkysaam oo epoom
U 3HAMUFbAMA Ha Opyeu 3emju U MeryHapoOHu
opeanuzayuu. Hauunom u  nocmankama 3a
onpeoenygare Ha epOOm U 3HAMEMO ce ypedysaam
co Cmamymom. [ poom u 3Hamemo Ha onumuxume
MOdCce 0a ce Kopucmam no pesucmpayujama 0o
CMpAHa HA UHCMUMYYUjama OpicaBHA YNpasa
HaonedcHa 3a noxarnama camoynpaga (Ci. BECHHK
52/95).

Bo 2004

opraHuzanyja ro HamaidyBa OpOjOT Ha OIIITHHH

rojliHa, HOBa TEPUTOpHjalIHA
Ha 84 mnyc ['pagor Ckomje co moceben Cratyc.
Unen 10 ox HOBUOT 3aKkoH rnacu: (1) Onwmunu-
me mMoodicam 0a umaam ceou 2poosu u 3Hamurba. (2)
I'pbom u 3namemo na onwmunama (60 HaMaAMouL-
HUOM mexcm. 2pb u 3Hame) ce paziuKysaam 0o
epbom u 3namemo na Penybauxa Maxedonuja u 00
epbosume u 00 3SHAMUFAMA HA OpYyeume ONUMuUHU
u moa na I padom Crkonje. (3) [ pobom u 3namemo
ce pasaukysaam 00 epbosume u 3HAMUILAMA HA
opyeu Opatcasu, JOKAIHU CAMOYAPABU HA Opyeu
3eMju u MeryHapoouu opeanuzayuu. (4) Hauunom
u nocmanxkama 3a onpeoenyéarbe Ha 2pbom u
sHamemo ce ypeoyeaam co Cmamymom. (5) Mu-
HUCMEePCmMBOmo HAONEHCHO 3d 8pulerse Ha pabomu-
me 00 obaacma Ha JOKATHAMA CAMOYNPABA 800U
peaucmap na epbom u 3HAMURLAMA HA ONWIMUHUME
60 Maxedonuja. (6) I pbom usnamemo modicam da ce
KOPUCAM NO YRUCOM 80 Pe2UCApOm 00 Cmagom
(5) na osoj unen. (7) Munucmepom naonedicen 3a
gputerse Ha pabomume 00 0baacma Ha JOKATHAMA
Camoynpaga eu  Nponuuly8a  CoOpAICUHAMA U
HAUUHOM HA 600€rbe HA pecucmapom 00 Cmagom
(5) na osoj unen (Cin. Becuuk 55/04).

Bo 2013 roguHa 6pojoT Ha OMIITHHU € TIOBTOP-
HO HamaseH Ha 80 1 Toa e Opojkara ImTo € BO CHIa
JI0 JieHeC. 3aKOHHUTE CIIOMEHATH MOTope peryympa-
aT 0apeM HEKOM aCMeKTH OJ MeCHATa XepaylJiuKa 1
Bekcwionorija Bo Makenonuja. OBaa peryiatusa
ja craBa MakeioHHWja BO KaTeropujara 3eMju co He-
KaKOB BHJ| XEpaJIUUKa BIACT MOBP3aHa CO U3BPIII-
Hata BracT (AnToHOoB 2008).
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referred as coat of arms and flag) must differ
from the coat of arms and the flag of the Republic
of Macedonia and coats of arms and the flags
of other municipalities, as well as the coats of
arms of other countries and the coats of arms
and the flags of municipalities in other countries.
Coats of arms and flags differ from coat of arms
and flags of other countries and international
organizations. The manner and procedure for
determining the coat of arms and flag is regulated
by the Statute. The coat of arms and flag of the
municipalities may be used after the registration
by the institution of State Administration in charge
of local self-government (Cin. Becauk 52/95)

In 2004 a new territorial reorganization
reduced the number of municipalities to 84 plus
the City of Skopje with special status. Article
10 of the new Law read: (1) Municipalities may
have their own coats of arms and flags. (2) The
coat of arms and the flag of the municipality
(hereinafter referred coat of arms and flag),
differs from the coat of arms and the flag of the
Republic of Macedonia and coats of arms and
the flags of other municipalities and that of the
City of Skopje. (3) The coat of arms and flag
differ from the coats of arms and the flags of other
countries, local governments of other countries
and international organizations. (4) The manner
and procedure for determining the coat of arms
and the flag is regulated by the statute. (5) The
Ministry responsible for carrying out activities
relating to local government keeps a register of
coat of arms and flags of the municipalities in
Macedonia. (6) The coat of arms and flag may be
used after the registration in the register under
paragraph (5) of this article. (7) The Minister
responsible for carrying out activities related to
local Government shall prescribe the content and
manner of keeping the register under paragraph
(5) of this article (Cn. Becauk 55/04).

In 2013 yet again the number of municipalities
was reduced to 80 and this is the number in effect
up to present day. The laws mentioned above
regulate at least some aspects of municipal
heraldry and vexillology in Macedonia. This
regulation puts Macedonia in the category of
countries with some type of heraldic authority
connected to the executive government (AHTOHOB
2008).

JUNE - 2023

XEPAJIIUKA « HERALDRY



AMATVYIH « VIUTIVdIX

PEJIMTNO3HA AMBJIEMATHKA BO MEC-
HATA XEPAJITUKA

Makenonuja 1Ba LeHTap
Ha XpHUCTHjaHCTBOTO. 3eMjaTa H300WIyBa CO
XPHUCTHjAaHCKH PEUKTH U cuMOoiu. Co MaHACTHPH
CTapw TOBEke Of Wijaaa TOAWHN U HACEICHHE KOe
ce cMmeTa 3a JaboKo Peuruo3Ho, Taa € 3eMja Ha
HEBEpOjaTHHU TPaABOCIABHU TPAJWIUU W YOABHHU.
Meryrtoa, wmako KomyHucTmukara mapThja Ha
Makxkenonuja kako aen o1 Cojy30T Ha KOMYHUCTHTE
Ha JyrociaBuja crporo He ja 3a0paHyBaia
penurujara JypH o rnajot Ha KoMyHu3MOoT LlpkBara
Ke BJIe3¢ BO TJIaBHUOT BUJOKPYT Ha MaKEJOHCKOTO
omnmrecTBo. OBaa TpaH3MLIKja T0BEIE 10 PETATHBHO
IIMpPOKa yHoTpeba Ha PEIMIHO3HH CUMOOIH BO
MeCHaTa XepaJJuKa.

MUJICHUYMUA (S

[Mopamqu HemocTur Ha oQUIMjAJICH JIpXKABEH
XEpaJINYKH aBTOPUTET, COCTOj0aTa CO XepainuKara
TOYHOCT ¥ BOJICH-ETO 10 XEPAMYKH [IPABUIIA, TyPU
1 OCHOBHHTE, IIPU CO3/IaBAETO U CTEKHYBAHETO CO
OIMIITHHCKHU TPO BO HajMasia paka € rmpoliemMaTHIHa.
Hako HeKou OMIITHHUA MMaaT XEePATIUMIKH HCIPABEH
rp0, TIOBEKETO OJf HWB HEMaar.
rpOOBH KOM MOMEHTAIHO C€ KOPHUCTAT MOXE Jia Ce
KIacu(UIIIpaar BO IMET OMIITH KaTETOPHH W TTOBEKE
JIOTIONIHUTENTHH moTKarteropun. OBaa kiacupukarmja
yK&XyBa Ha HHMBOTO HAa XEpaJIMuKa TOYHOCT Ha
ofpeneH rpd, Kako W Ha Toa INTO Tpeba Jaa ce
HAIpaBH 3a Jia ce MOJ00pU Taa TOYHOCT. | naBHHTE
nier kateropuu ce: (1) Xepanmuuku rpOoBu: TpOOBU
KoM OM MOXeJe Jia Ce CMeTaaT 3a Xepalaqnuky; (2)
bmmsy xepanauyku rpOooBu: TpOOBU IITO MOXKE Jia
Ce CMETaaT KaKO XCPAJIMYKU CO Mald KOpPEKIIHH;

ONImTHHCKUTE

(3) MoxHM Xepanuuky TpOOBH: TPOOBHU LITO MOXKE
Jla ce npepadoTar Ha Xepanaguukyu HaunH; (4) Temko
XEpaIMYKU TpOOBH: TPOOBH KOM OW MOXKene Ja
ce mpepaboTar Ha XepaJIMuKK Ha4uH CO CEPUO3CH
penn3ajH 1 HaMallyBame Ha OpOjoT Ha eJleMeHTH U (5)
Hexepanmuaku rpboBu: TpOoBH O€3 IITAHCH J]a CTaHAT
xepanmmuk (Jonosckm 2012). Kako mro cyrepupa
kmacudukaimjara, cocrojoata BO MaKeIOHCKATa
OIILTHHCKA XepaJlIiKa € KOMIUIMLIUpaHa. 3aToa HeMa
Jla HaBJleTyBaMe BO [UIa0OMHCKA XepalJuiKa aHaIn3a
Ha rpOOBUTE KOU MPUKAXKYBAAT HEKAKBA PEITMIHO3HA
amOneMarnka, TyKy Ke TI'M JaJeMe THUIIOBUTE H
BUJIOBUTE NPUKAKaHU aMOJIeMu.

W mokpaj Goratute XpUCTHjaHCKUA TPAIUIIUH U
N300MJICTBOTO HA PEJMTHO3HU PEIMKBHH, OP30TO
pasrienyBambe Ha MAaKEAOHCKHTE OMIUTHHCKH
rpOOBU MOKa)KyBa JIeKa C€ KOpPHCTaT caMoO JBa
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RELIGIOUS EMBLEMS IN CIVIC
HERALDRY

Macedonia has been a center of Christianity
for two millennia. The country is abundant in
Christian relics and emblems. With monasteries
more than a thousand years old and a population
considered deeply religious it is a place of
staggering orthodox traditions and beauties.
However, it was after the fall of communism
that the Church came into the main scope of
Macedonian society even though the Communist
party of Macedonia, as part of the League of
Communists of Yugoslavia, did not strictly forbid
religion. This transition has led to the relatively
wide use of religious emblems in municipal
heraldry.

Because of the lack of an official state heraldic
authority, the situation with the heraldic accuracy
and the consideration of heraldic rules, even
the basic ones, when creating and acquiring of
municipal coat of arms is problematic to say
the least. Though some municipalities have
heraldically correct coats of arms, most of them
do not. The civic coats of arms that are currently
used can be classified into five general categories,
and further sub-categories. This classification
indicates the level of heraldic accuracy of a
certain coat of arms as well as what should be
done to improve that accuracy. The main five
categories are: (1) Heraldic coats of arms: arms
that could be considered as heraldic; (2) Near
heraldic arms: arms that could be considered
as heraldic with minor corrections; (3) Possible
heraldic arms: arms that could be redone in an
heraldic manner; (4) Hardly heraldic arms: arms
that could be redone in an heraldic manner with
serious redesign, and reducing the number of
elements and (5) Non heraldic arms: arms with
no chance of becoming heraldic (Jonovski 2012).
As the classification suggests, the situation in
Macedonian municipal heraldry is complicated.
This is why we will not go into an in-depth
heraldic analysis of the coats of arms that display
some kind of religious emblematics but rather
give the types and sorts of the displayed emblems.

Despite the rich Christian traditions and
abundance of religious relics a quick overview of
the Macedonian municipal coats of arms shows
that only two religious emblems are used. Those
are the cross and a silhouette of a church. Most of
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Bepcku cumbomm. Toa ce KpeT U criryeTa Ha IpKBa.
[oBekeTo on rpOOBUTE MOKaXKyBaaT caMO €/ICH OJ
OBHUE aMOJIEeMH, HO HEKOJIKY TH TIPHKAKYBaaT U JIBaTa.
On ocympaeceTTe IMOCTOjHU T'pOOBH, BACCET U CICH
MMaaT XPHUCTH]aHCKH PEITUTHO3HN aMOJIeMH Ha cebe.

JlonojHNTEeNHO, BO 3€MjaTa MMa 3HAYUTEIHO
MYCIMMAaHCKO ManuuHcTBO. OBa 0Beze 10 1ojaBa
Ha UCJIaMCKH CUMOOJIHM Ha HEKOU TparaHCKU OpyKja.
[Tocrojat nBa rpba KOM MPUKAKYBAAT TAKBH CUMOO-
mu. Toa ce xpanure Ha [lebap u [TnacHuma.

I'PBOBU CO IIPKBHA

Ennnaecer rp00BM MMaaT PKBU MK JCIIOBH O]
LPKBH Kako amOsiemu. OBUE aMOJIeMH MOXKAT J1a ce
nozenat Bo Tpu rpynu: (1) JlenoBu o upkeu mwim
MaHacTUpu (2) YpHaTUHM WIM CWIyeTa Ha BHC-
TrHCKa 1pkBa U (3) Cunyera Ha TeHEpUYKa
L[pPKBa.

HajuecTn nenoBu o1 IPKOBEH KOMIIIEKC
IITO C€ KOPUCTAT Ha TPOOBUTE CE IIPKOBHUTE
kambanapuu. Toa e cimydaj co Tpu rpoda.
Cranysa 360p 3a rpboBute Ha beposo, [le-
O6ap m 3enenmkoBo. Ha rpbot Ha bepoBo
ce TIPETCTaBeHW KaMOaHapHjaTa W HapTEK-
COT Ha MaHACTHpCKaTa LPKBA HA KECHCKU-
oT MmaHacTtup ,,CBetu apxanren Muxaumn*
BO rpanoT. Bo CraryroT Ha OnmTuHaTa ce
HaBexyBa Jieka IpOoT nma KpyxkHa ¢opma U Jexa
Mely ApYrHTE €JIEeMEHTH IITO IO IpaBaT IpOOT
pUMep 3a TaKaHapeueHaTa Iej3a)kHa XepaauKa €
ropecoMeHaTHOT MaHACTUPCKHU KoMIUTeKe (CtaTyT
2002) (cx. 4).

I'pbor na J[lebap e ymre emeH mpumep 3a
nej3akHa xepanauka. Toj mpuKakyBa HaHopaMcKa
cueHa Ha rpajgoT. Enen on mpenMerute BO Taa
rIeTka € kamOaHapujata Ha LpKBara ,,YCIeHUE
Ha [Ipecera Boropoanna“. OpunujaHAOT OMUC
Ha Tpbor ox Craryror Ha OmmTHHATA TJIACH:
onwmunama uma 2pb 80 opma Ha wmum, Koj u
BKNIYUYBA eleMenmume Wmo ja cumoonusupaam
AHmMUKama u cmapama apxumexmypa Ha 2paoom,
amamom, yamujama u yYpKeama Kako
cumMbonu  Ha  3aeOHUYKO  JicuBeerve,
Mocmom Ha pexama Paoduka, mepounama
KaKo cumbo1 Ha OMNopom, mepmainume
800U, AKYMYIAYUOHOMO e3epo, bpanama
co Xxuopoyewmpaiama u NIAHUHCKUOM
mepen (Ctaryt 2003) (cn. 5).

Tperuor rpd BO OBaa moAarpyma, OHOj
Ha 3€JCHHMKOBO MPHUKaXyBa TE€HEpUYKa
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the coats of arms only show one of these emblems
but a few display both. Out of the eighty existing
coats of arms, twenty-one have Christian religious
emblems on them.

Additionally, there has been a significant
Muslim minority population in the country as
well. This has led to the appearance of Islamic
symbols on some civic arms. There are two coats
of arms that display such symbols. Those are the
arms of Debar and Plasnica.

COATS OF ARMS WITH CHURCHES

Eleven coats of arms have churches or parts of
churches as emblems in charge. These emblems
can be subdivided in three groups: (1) Parts of
churches or monasteries (2) Ruins or a silhouette
of an actual church and (3) Silhouettes
of a church in general.

The most common parts of a church
complex used on the coats of arms are
the church bell towers. This is the case
with three coats of arms. These are
the coats of arms of Berovo, Debar
and Zelenikovo. The coat of arms of
Berovo features the bell tower and

Cn./Fig. 4

Cn./Fig. 5
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the narthex of the monastery church

of the female monastery of Saint
Archangel Michael in the town. The statute of
the municipality states that the coat of arms has a
circular form and that among the other elements
that make the coat of arms an example of the so-
called landscape heraldry is the above-mentioned
monastery complex (Cratyt 2002) (Fig. 4).

The coatofarms of Debaragain is an example of
landscape heraldry. It features a panoramic scene
of the town. One of the objects in that scenery is a
bell tower of the church of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. The official description of
the arms from the Municipality statute reads: the
municipality has a coat of arms in the form of a
shield, which includes the elements that symbolize
the antiquity and old architecture of the
city, the hammam, the mosque and the
church as symbols of common living,
the bridge over the Radika river, the
fortress as a symbol of resistance, the
thermal waters, the reservoir lake,
the dam with the hydroelectric plant
and the mountainous terrain. (Ctatyt
2003) (Fig. 5)
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CIIMKa Ha KaMOaHapyja MoKpaj PKOBEH
00jexT. OBa ¢ eMMHCTBEHUOT TTOKA3aTel
JIeKa € cakpajeH OO0jeKT BO HHAKY
rmacropainHaTta creHorpaduja (ci. 6).
Crmopen CraTyToT Ha 3€JIE€HHUKOBO,
OopUITMjATHIOT OMHC Ha TpoOT ce
yTBpayBa co ypenda na CoBeToT Ha

m
//

<
1
f\

The third coat of arms in this sub-
group, that of Zelenikovo, displays a
generic image of a bell tower alongside a
churchlike object (Fig. 6). This is the only
indication of it being a sacral object in the
otherwise pastoral scenery. According
to the statute of Zelenikovo the official

Onmruaata (Cratytr 2019 ronmwHa).

@I‘ILUTVIHA 3EJ1EHMKOB§

description of the arms is established with

Ogaa ypenda He Oere JocTamHa.

Tpu ommTrHA UMaat rpd co amoOIIeM
o Bropara noarpyna. Cranysa 300p 3a ONILITHHUTE
Hojpan, Kpusa [lamanka u Crapo Haropuuane.
Hojpan nma cioxeH deTBopeH rpo. Bo ognoc Ha
XepalaudyKaTa TOYHOCT, OBOj rp0 € BO BTOpaTa
MOArpyIa Ha PEUYUCH XepalAHYKH rpd co morpeda
Ol caMO OTCTpaHyBame Ha TEKCTOT (JOHOBCKH
2012). Craryrot Ha ONIITHHATA T'O OMUIIYBa IPOOT
KaKo IIMAHCKU IITUT cO 4eTHpH mnonuma (CraTyT
2006). IlpBoTo mone oA IUTUTOT MpPHUKAXKYyBa
ypHatnHa Ha npkBa (ci. 7). Toa e ypHaTuHa-
Ta Ha coOOpHUOT XpaMm ,,CBetu Mmmja“ Bo Crap
Hojpan. LlpkBara e msrpamena Bo 1848 romuna,
a pasypHaTa BO OoMOapmupameTo Ha
Hojpan 3a Bpeme Ha IIpBara cBeTcka
BojHa Bo 1916 romuna. Bo 2003 roauna
[IOYHyBa MpOLIEC Ha pecTaBpaunuja u
Karezapanara ¢ oOHoBeHa. BaxHo e na
ce HaroMeHe JeKa rpOoT ja IpeTcTaByBa
KaTepajaTa Ha XCpaJAUIKH HauYMH CO
HEj3UHaTa UCTOYHA OJTApHA CTpaHa U
KaMmOaHapujaTa MOKpaj Hea.

I'p6otna Kpusa [lananka mpukaxysa Cn.[Fig. 7
CTHJIM3alldja Ha HajO3HATHUOT JAe] Ha
manactupot ,,CB. Joakum OcoroBcku®, a ume-
HO 12-KymoneH TOKpPUB Ha TpOHApTEKCHaTa

Oaswinka (ci. 8). LlpkBaTta e pemMek-[eno Ha elicH
0]l HAjIIO3HATUTE MAKEJAOHCKHU IpajuTenu, AHapeja
Jamjanos. OBoj rp0 € e/ieH 0 PETKUTE OIIITUHCKA
rpOOBH IITO BCYNIHOCT € Xepajaudku (JOHOBCKH
2012). Cmopen Craryror Ha Kpusa
[Tamanka, opuITHjaTHHOT ONTUC Ha TPOOT
ce yTBpayBa co ypemnba Ha CoBeTOT Ha
Onmrrraata (Cratyt 2023), HO oOBaa
ypenda He € TocTarHa.

Cnemen tpO € TOj Ha OIIITHHA
Crapo Haropuuane. Bo onHoc Ha
XepanandykKaTa TOYHOCT, criara BO TEIIKO
Xepanandkara rpyna rpoosu (JOHOBCKH
2012). CocraBoT Ha 0BOj rpd € MHOTY
cioxked. Ha eckyToH Ha rpOoOT ce Haora
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a decree of the Municipality’s Council
(CraryT 2019). However, this decree was
not available.

Three municipalities have coats of arms with
charges from the second subgroup. These are the
municipalities of Dojran, Kriva Palanka and Staro
Nagorichane. Dojran has a complex quartered
arms. In terms of heraldic accuracy this coat of
arms is in the second subgroup, a near heraldic
arms that needs textremoval only (Jonovski2012).
The statute of the municipality describes the arms
as a Spanish shield with four fields (Craryt 2006).
The first field of the shield displays a ruin (Fig. 7)
of the cathedral of St. Elijah in Old Dojran. The
church was built in 1848 and ruined in the
bombardment of Dojran during World
War I in 1916. In 2003 a restoration
process began and the cathedral has been
restored. It is important to note that the
coat of arms represents the cathedral in
heraldic fashion with its east altar side
and the bell tower alongside it.

The coat of arms of Kriva Palanka
displays a  stylization of most
recognizable part the monastery of St.
Joachim of Osogovo. Namely the twelve-domed
roof of the three-narthexed basilica (Fig.8). The
church is a masterpiece of one of the most famous
Macedonian builders, Andreja Damjanov. This
coat of arms is one of the few municipal arms that
is actually heraldic (Jonovski 2012). According
to the statute of Kriva Palanka the official
description of the arms is established with
a decree of the Municipality’s Council
(Craryt 2023). However, this decree was
not available.

The next coat of arms is that of the
municipality of Staro Nagorichane. In
terms ofheraldic accuracy, itbelongs to the
hardly heraldic group of arms (Jonovski
2012). The composition of these arms is
very complex. On an escutcheon we find
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KOMITO3UIIMja KOja MPHUKaKyBa CIIHKA
Ha 1pkBa. Toa e nmpkBarta ,,CB. fopfn“
Crapo
Odwunmjamanor omuc Bo CrTaTyToT
Ha OmnmTuHaTa TO TOTBpAyBa TOa
CO HaBemyBame JeKka Ipksara ,,CB. .
lopfu® e BO IpeieH IUaH Ha rpoOT | ‘
(CraryT 2004) (cm. 9).

WHTepecen cmydaj e ommrTuHa
CBetu Hwukxone. Hexkanme Bo 2014

BO  CEJIOTO Haropuuane.

OIIIIIIIIIM

a composition displaying a photographic
image of a church. It’s the church of St.
George in the village of Staro Nagorichane.
The official description in the municipaly’s
statute comfirms this by stating that the
church of St. George is in the forefront of
the arms (Craryt 2004) (fig. 9).

The municipality of Sveti Nikole is an
interesting case. Some time back in 2014
the municipality obtained a heraldically

TOJIMHA OTIITHHATA JOOH XePaIInIKU
ucnpaseHn rp6. Ho, Bo 2021 roauHa,
HOBaTa JIOKAJlHA BJAcT ja BpaTH
ynoTtpebaTa Ha CTapHOT U XEPATTUIKU
HeucnpaseH rp0. CTaTyToT TO OMHUIITY-
Ba OBOj rp0 KaKoO: KaKo IITUT BO KOj Ce

BMETHATH MIPEMIO3HATINBUTE CUMOOIH
Ha TpajoT, 1pksara ,,Ceern Huxoma*
(Cratyt 2021) (cn. 10).
Onmrunute MWinmapen, Kucena

Boma, Kowwe, HoBammm wu IlpoOumrum wmaat
CHITyeTH Ha TeHepruku IpkBH (cir. 11,12, 13,14, 15).
OBue cuiryeTn HE ce HAaMEHETH Jja TPeTCTaByBaaT
ollpe/ieHa ITPKBa, TyKy NMPUKaXKyBaaT PEITUTHO3EH
xpam. Crnopen Cratyrot Ha Mnunnaen, [IpoOumrtumn
n Kucena Bona, opunujanauTe onrcu Ha rpOOBHTE
ce yTBpayBaar co ypenbdana Coseror Ha OmmTrHaTa
(Craryt 2023) (CratyT 2005) (Cratyt 2019a). Tue
[OHAaTaMy HaBe/IyBaaT JeKa ypeaOuTe ce COCTaBeH
nen ox cratytute Ha omnmruHuTe. Cemak, oBUe
ypenoute He ce AaieHu Bo crarytute. [loBTopHO,
cnopen Craryror Ha KoHue, odunujamsHuoT onuc
Ha TpOOT ce yTBpayBa co ypeaba Ha CoBeTOT Ha
Onmrrnnara (Cratyr 2006a). Ho, u oBaa ypenba
He e joctanHa. OnmtuHa HoBaru e ocoOeH cityuaj
no toa mTo MMa wieH Bo CTaryToT KOj BEJH:
OmnmTrHATa UMa Ip0d U TOTOA MPUKAKYBa CIIMKA Ha
rp6or 0e3 HukakoB BepOasieH onuc (CraryT 201906).

Cn./Fig. 10

correct coat of arms. But in 2021 a new
local government resumed the use of the
old and heraldically incorrect arms. The
statute describes this coat of arms as a
shield in which are inserted recognizable
symbols of the town and the church of
Saint Nicholas (CraryT 2021) (fig. 10).
The municipalities of Ilinden, Kisela
Voda, Konche, Novaci and Probishtip
have silhouettes of churches in general
(fig. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15). These silhouettes are not
meant to represent a particular church but rather
suggest a religious temple. According to the
statute of Ilinden, Probishtip and that of Kisela
Voda the official descriptions of the arms are
established with a decree of the Municipality’s
Council (Craryt 2023) (Cratyt 2005) (CraryT
2019a). They further go to state that the decrees
are an integral part of the municipalities’ statutes.
However, these decrees were not featured in the
statute. Again, according to the statute of Konche
the official description of the arms is established
with a decree of the Municipality’s Council
(Cratyr 2006a). However, this decree was
not available. The municipality of Novaci is a
peculiar case in that it has an article in the statute
that states: The municipality has a coat of arms
and then it goes to show the picture of the arms
without any verbal depiction (Ctatyt 20190).

PENYBAHKA MAKEAOHHIA
ONUTHHA HAHHAEH
x x

Cn./Fig. 11 Cn./Fig. 12
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Cn./Fig. 13
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Cn./Fig. 14 Cn./Fig. 15
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I'PBOBH CO KPCTOBU

COATS OF ARMS WITH CROSSES

Kpcror e mpucyreH BO MakeqoHCKAaTa MecHa

XepalauKka BO €IWHACCET pPAa3THYHU
dbopmu.  Tpm
XEPANINIKH  KPCT
xepanauika purypa. Toa ce ONIITHHATE
Bocunero, Makenoncku bpon u Crapo
Haropruane. bocuneso u MakenoHcku
Bpon kopucraT KpcTOBU HAIlpaBeHH OJ

OIIIITUHH nMaartr

Kako OCHOBHa

ctam u BpBI@. KpcToT ce kopuctH mp-
BEHCTBEHO 3a nozes0a Ha rpoot. Cropen
CTaTyTOT Ha OMIITHHHUTE, O(PHUIIN]jaTHH-
T€ OIUCH Ha TpOOBHTE Ce yTBpAyBaatr
co ypeaba Ha CoBeTOT Ha OMIITHHATA,
a taa e cocraBet aen ox Craryror (Cra-
Tyt 2014a) (Cratyt 2017) (cn. 16 u
17). Cenak, oBaa ypenda He ¢ JajcHa
Bo Craryror. Crapo Haropuuane Ha
CBOJOT I'pd MMa XEepalJUuKd KPCT BP3
KOj € mocTaBeH eckyToH. OHa mTo €
WHTEPECHO € JieKa OMUCOT Ha rpooT
Bo CTaryToT HE TO CIIOMEHYyBa OBOj
enemenT Boormto (Ctatyt 2004).
Onmrraa bBormaumm
kpcra. I'pbor e  kmacudumpan
Kako peurcu Xxepamandku. [lomery
JPYTUTE CIeMEHTH Ha IITHTOT Haoraar

AMa  JIBa

TPYKH KPCT W CalTHp, O0eTe Ipa3HH,
rocTaBeHu efeH Bp3 apyr (ci. 18). Bo
yned 7 ox CrarytoT Ha bormanim, 3a
KpCTOBHTE, ce Benu: OKoy Ouckom Ha
camama He208a NUHUjA ce NOCMABEeHU
OCYM CUMEMPUUHO PACnopedenu Kpayu
00 08a OujamempaiHo NOCMAGeHU
Kpcma ucypmanu 60 371amHO-HCONMd

boja. Kpayume ce 60 npagoacoana ¢popma, uuja
wupuna u oondicuna e eden cnpema osa. Kpayume
Ha eOHUOm KpCm ce Cosnaraam co npecexom
HA XOPUSOHMATHAMA U GEePMUKATHAMA OCKA HA
BHAMPEWHUOM WMUM, a HA OpPYeUOm KpCm co

npecekom Ha Heeogume OUjacoOHAIHU
ocku. Kpayume ce odsoenu 00 pabom
Ha enampewnuom ouck (Ctatyt 2005).
Bunnna wma Hexepauuukd WM
kBazuxepanandku pb. Ce oMKyBa
CO TICj3a)KHU CIIEMEHTH, COHYECBU 3pallH
uTH. Bo Kkommosuipjata Mo ciydaeH
n300p € TIOCTaBEH KIIMHECT KPCT (Tpa3eH/
¢umOpupan) (ci. 19). OBa e onuiraHo Ha
CIIEIHUOT Ha4YMH BO WwieH 6 og CTaTyToT:
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BOGHAOBO

Cn./Fig. 16

MAKE[QOHCKHM BPOJ

Cn./Fig. 17

BOTAAHILH

Cn./Fig. 18

pWHHL,

Cn./Fig. 19

The cross is present in Macedonian local

heraldry in eleven different forms. Three
municipalities have a heraldic cross as
a basic heraldic figure. These are the
municipalities of Bosilevo, Makedonski
Brod and Staro Nagoricane. Bosilevo
and Makedonski Brod use crosses made
of endorse and barrulet (fig 16&17). The
cross is used primarily to divide the coat
of arms. According to the statute of the
municipalities, the official descriptions
of the coats of arms are determined
by a decree of the Council of the
municipality, and it is an integral part
of the statute (Craryr 2014a) (CratyT
2017). However, this regulation is not
provided in the statute. Staro Nagori¢ane
has a heraldic cross on its coat of arms
with an escutcheon placed on it (Fig. 9).
What is interesting is that the description
of the coat of arms in the statute does
not mention this element at all (Ctaryt
2004).

The municipality of Bogdanci
features two crosses. The coat of arms
is classified as nearly heraldic. Among
the other element on the field we find
a Greek cross and a saltire both voided
surmounted one on the other (Fig. 18).
Article 7 of the statue of Bogdanci,
regarding the states  the
following: Around the disc on its very
line are placed eight symmetrically
arranged arms of two diametrically

Crosses,

placed crosses drawn in golden-yellow color.
The arms are rectangular in shape, the width
and length of which is one to two. The arms of
one cross coincide with the intersection of the
horizontal and the vertical axis of the inner

shield and of the other cross with the
intersection of its diagonal axes. The
arms are separated from the rim of the
inner disc (Ctatyt 2005).

Vinica has a non-heraldic or quasi
heraldic coat of arms. It features elements
of landscape, sunrays etc. A cross potent
(voided/fimbriated) is placed randomly
in the composition (Fig. 19). This is
described as follows in article 6 of the
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Ha 1/8 ox BUCHHATA Ha TPOOT, LIEHTPAIHO € TOCTa-

BeH ,,Kpcrot Ha KoHCcTanTHH' CO rosieMuHa o1 Y4 011

IITUTOBUTE BO JKOJITA KOHTYPA U LPBEHO
nonHese (Ctaryt 2010).

Ommrraa OXpHll UMa XePaIHIKH
rp6. Taa e emHa om HEKOJIKYyTe
MakeJOHCKH OMIITHHH CO  OJUIMYHO
Xepananyko perreHue. ['pooT mma Tpu
Bep3um: Mai, cpeaeH u roinem. Cro-
pen unen 8 ox CraryToT, OJIa30HOT Ha
rpooT rnacu: Ha cuno noiae 3enex puo
Ha Koj e nocmasen cpedper suo co 0ge
Kyau u nopma. Booama e npemcmasena

Cn./Fig. 20

80 NOOHOJICjemo HA puoom, a 60 800ama 31AMHA

edpunuya co cpebpeno eodpo. Japbonom
Ha Yameyom 3a8putyéa co mpoauch Kpcm
(Craryr 20146) (cn. 20). Kopucremero
Ha TpPOOT € peryiaupaHo co TnocedeH
npaButHEK (Co. TacHuk 2014/10).

OnmruHa  PaHkoBue uma  1p0d
KJIacH(DUIIPaH KaKO PEUHUCH XEPaTTUUKH.
Ha monero Ha rpOoOT MMa €CKYTOH CO
crienMpuiIeH KPCT HApEYeH pPAHKOBCKH
kpcT (ci. 21). Toj e m3rpaBupan Ha KaMeH
0JIOK BO JIOKAJTHA CEJICKa I[PKBA BO CEJIOTO
Panxogre xaj rpagor Kpusa [lananka.

Kako mito crnomeHaBMe morope,
ommruHa CBetn Hukone e wHTEpeceH
ciy4aj. XepajjindKd HUCHPaBHUOT TpO
koj Oeme ykuHat umaine OrnasoH: Ha
JI€B0 3AKOCEH 3/1AMHO U 3€/1€HO, KPC 00
nacmupcku cmanogu oopammuo. Kpctot
€ COCTaBeH O] MCHPEIUICTCHH YETHPH
MaCTUPCKU CTAnoBH (ci. 22).

OmmruHa PagoBum e ymTe eneH
npuUMep 3a XepajInuKh HCIpaBeH rpod
BO MaKeJOHCKaTa MeECHa XepalIhKa.

statute:

at 1/8 of the height of the coat of arms, the

“Cross of Constantine” is centrally placed, with

a size of % of the shield in yellow outline
and red filling (Ctatyt 2010).

The municipality of Ohrid has a
heraldic coat of arms. It is one of only
several Macedonian municipalities that
do. The arms have a small, medium and a
full heraldic version. According article 8
of the statute the blazon of the arms goes:
On a blue field a green hill on which a
silver wall with two towers and a gate is
placed. Water is represented at the foot of

the hill and in the water a golden sailing boat with

Cn./Fig. 21

brmazonor rtmacu: Cpebpeno, ypseen padosuuixu
KpCM, WMUmom OpamHen 2padodpancKu ypeeHo
(Cratryr 2013) (cm. 23). PamoBUIIKHOT KPCT

ce Haola Ha crapa IpPKBa BO TPajoT
Pamosum. I'pboTr mma wmama, cpemHa
W TIIeJIOCHA  Xepalaudka  Bep3uja.
KopucremeTo Ha rpOOT € peryaupaHo
€O ToceOeH MPABUITHUK.

KpuBa [Ilamamka e  HeoOuYeH
cinydaj. JlokanHO jameme, CHMHUTOT
€  TpeTcTaBeHo  MpeKy  cBojaTa

eAMHCTBEHAa (opmMa BO CHEIHjaTHO
KpEUpaH HOB XEpaJJIMYKd CUMOOI

Cn./Fig. 23
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village

a silver sail. The mast of the boat ends in
a trefoil cross (Craryr 2014) (Fig. 20).
The use of the coat of arms is regulated
with a special rulebook (Cn. ['macauk
2014/10).

The municipality of Rankovce has a
coat of arms classified as nearly heraldic.
The field of the coat of arms features an
escutcheon with a specific cross named
Rankovce cross (Fig. 21). The cross
is engraved on a stone block at a local
church in the village Rankovce near the
town of Kriva Palanka.

As mentioned above, the municipality
of Sveti Nikole is an interesting case. The
heraldically correct coat of arms that was
abolished had a blazon: Per bend sinister
Or and Vert, a pastoral staff cross
counterchanged. The cross is made out of
four pastoral staffs intertwined (Fig. 22).

The municipality of Radovish is
another example of a heraldicly correct
coat of arms in Macedonian civic heraldry.

The blazon goes: Argent a Radovish cross Gules,

bordure embattled of the second (Craryt 2013)
(Fig. 23). The Radovish cross is a variety found

on an old church in the town of Radovish.
The arms have a small, medium and a full
heraldic version. The use of the coat of
arms is regulated with a special rulebook.

Kriva Palanka is a peculiar case.
A local dish, the simit, is represented
through its unique form in a specially
created new heraldic symbol named
“cruciform pretzel node” (Velichkovski
2012) (Fig. 8). It is placed on escutcheon.
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Hape4YeH ,,KPCTOBHUJIEH CHUMHUTCH ja3oi’
(BemmuxoBcku 2012) (cm. 8). Kpcrot e
TTOCTaBEH Ha €CKyTOH Ha TPOOT.
CtpyMHIla UMa TENIKO XepalJHIKU
rp0. IItuToT Ha TPOOT € TMomeneH Ha
YeTUpU MONUba. BOo MpBOTO Tmoje Ha-
oraMe MpUKaKaH TOIMIeCT KPCT (ciI. 24).
Cmamymom 20 onuuyéa Kpcmom 6axa.:
WmMumom e nooeyien Ha Yemupu noaurbd

80 KOU UMA CUMOONU: B0 2OPHUOM
JIe8 a0l € HACIUKAH 31ameH Kpchm 00
manacmupom Ceemu Jleonmue 6o cenomo Boooua
00 11 sex (Craryt 20060).

OnmtuHa ConuilTe UMa HeXEPATIUUKU
KBazuxepanauuku  rp6.  ['pOor
MIPUKAKYBA COHYEBH  3palll,

OpaHa, apXeoJIOIIKH YpPHAaTHHU HUTH. Bo

WITH
ej3aK,

KOMITO3HIIMjaTa KaKo JIEN O] Tej3aKO0T IO
ClTydaeH U300 € MOCTaBEH IOITOTCKU KPCT
KaKo CIIOMEHHUK Ha ocHOBa (c11. 25). Criopen
Craryror Ha OmnmrtuHaTa, O(UIUjaITHUOT
ommc Ha TpOOT ce yTBpIyBa co ypenda Ha
Coseror Ha Ommruaara (Craryt 2007).
[Tonaramy ce HaBeayBa /ieka ypenbdara € cocTaBeH
nen Ha Craryror Ha OmmruHarta. Cenak, oBaa
ypenda He € BKITydeHa BO CTaTyToOT.

I'PBOBU CO UCJTAMCKY CUMBOJIN

Kako mTo 0eriie cCrioMeHaTo Morope, camo JiBa
OIIITHHCKHM TpOa mpwuraraar Ha oBaa rpyma. Toa
ce rpooBute Ha Jlebap u [lmacauna. Kako mro e
OIMHUIIIAHO ToTope, J{ebap uma cioxeH rpo, npumep
3a mej3axkHa xepamauka. Ce 0JIIMKyBa CO ITAHOPaM-
CKa CIIeHa Ha rpajoT. Enen ox eneMeHTHTE BO Taa
rietka ¢ Mukap gamuja Bo rpagot (Craryt 2003)
(cn. 5). Umeno, Jlebap neHec € mMpeTeKHO MYCIIH-
MaHCKH Trpaj. Tpeba Ja ce crioMeHe Jieka 0BOj Ipo
€ eJIMHCTBEH BO MaKeJIOHCKaTa rparaHcka Xepa-
JIMKA TI0 TOA IIITO UMa M [JaMHja 1 LPKBa.

OmmTiHa [InacHuna
HeXepaITNYK1 MM KBA3UXEPaTIUIKN
rp0. LlITuToT HA TPOOT MMa JOHEKAIe
penecancen oOimk. Ha Hero mma
MEj3aKHU  CNIEMEHTH  KaKo
MYCHUIA ¥ TYTYHCKH JIKCja, 3JIaTHA
MOJyMECEYMHA CO 3elicHa IMpa3Ha
METOKpaka BO I[PBEHA poHjena (CII.
26). 1 oBme kKako W CO JIpyruTe
ommTuHM cnopex CraTyTorT Ha
[InacHuna, oOQUUMjATHUOT  OIMUC

nma
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Cn./Fig. 24

Cn./Fig. 25

Cn./Fig. 26
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Strumica has a hardly heraldic
coat of arms. The shield of the arms
is quartered. In the first field we find
a cross pommy displayed. The statute
describes the cross as follows: the shield
is divided into four fields in which there
are symbols: in the upper left corner a
golden cross from the monastery of St.
Leontie in the village of Vodocha from
the 11th century is painted (Cratyt
2006b) (Fig. 24)

The municipality of Sopishte has a non-
heraldic or quasi heraldic coat of arms. It
features a landscape, sunrays, a dam,
archeological ruins etc. A passion
cross is placed as a monument on a
base randomly in the composition
as part of the landscape (Fig. 25).
According to the statute of the
municipality the official description of
the arms is established with a decree
of the Municipality’s Council (Craryt
2007). It further goes to state that the
decree is an integral part of the municipality’s
statute. However, this decree was not featured in
the statute.

COATS OF ARMS WITH ISLAMIC
SYMBOLS

As mentioned above only two civic arms
belong to this group. Those are the coats of arms
of Debar and Plasnica. As described above Debar
has a complex arm an example of landscape
heraldry. It features a panoramic scene of the
town. One of the objects in that scenery is the
Inkyar mosque in the town (Cratyt 2003) (Fig.
5). Namely, Debar is predominantly a Muslim
town today. It should be mentioned that this coat
of arms is unique in Macedonian civic heraldry
in that that it features a both a mosque and
a church.

The municipality of Plasnica has a non-
heraldic or quasi heraldic coat of arms.
The shield of the arms has a somewhat
Renaissance shape and it
landscape-like image of wheat and tobacco
leaves, a golden crescent with a green voided
mullet in a roundel gules (Fig. 26). As was
the case with other municipalities, according
to the statute of Plasnica the official

features a
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Ha TpOOT e yTBpAeH co ypenba Ha CoBEeTOT Ha
Ommruaara (Cratyt 2006B). Cenak, oBaa ypemda
HE € J0CTaITHa.

3AKJIYUOK

Kora cranysa 300p 3a MecHaTa XepajanKa, MOKEMe
a 3aKIyduMe JieKa peNurro3Hata amOieMarhka,
WaKO peNaTUBHO MIMPOKO paclpocTpaHeTa HU3
MaKeJIOHCKaTa MECHa Xepaliuka He € KBaJHMTETHO
3acraneHa. Mima eqpiHaeceT rpOOBH CO IIPKBH U JIECET
co KpcroBu. HuTy ermHa 1pkBa He € riiaBeH amOiem
BO HHTY efieH oJ] rpOoBute. Bo uerupu cimydau Tre
Ce HaAMCHETH Jia TPETCTaByBaaT KOHKPETHH U PEaTHU
LPKOBHU O0JEKTH, JI0JICKa BO MPEOCTAHATHUTE CITydau
ce moBeke JiMHeapHa ckuia. Kora cranyea 300p 3a
KPCTOBUTE KaKO amOJIeMH BO MAaKeJOHCKaTa MecHa
XepaJlIuKa, MOKEME Jla WICHTU(HUKYBAME €IMHACCET
pa3IM4Hu BUJIOBU O HHMB. Bo HajManky Tpu rpoda,
KpPCTOBHUTE ce TMaBeH ambieM. Tpu rpba mmaar xpct
Kako Xepajuyka ¢urypa, JoAeKa MpeocTaHaTUTE
uMaar crieriMudeH TUI Ha KpeT. Yetwpu of oBue
BHJIOBH C€ 07l MAaKeIOHCKO IMOTekI0. Mlako Makenonuja
rMa 3HAYMTEITHO MYyCIMMAHCKO HacelIeHHe, T0a He ce
oJpa3yBa MHOTY Ha MecHara xepajmuka. [IpmanHara
3a Toa Tpeba 1a ce 6apa BO UCIAMCKHTE TJICTUINTA 3a
CHMOOJIMYKUTE TIPETCTABH.

description of the arms is established with decree
of the Municipality’s Council (Craryr 2006¢).
However, this decree was not available.

CONCLUSION

When it comes to municipal heraldry we
can conclude that religious emblems, although
relatively widely spread across Macedonian
municipal heraldry, are not represented in a
quality way. There are eleven coats of arms with
churches and ten with crosses. No church is a
main charge in any of the arms. In four cases they
are meant to represent concrete and real church
objects, while in other cases they are more of a
linear sketch. When it comes to the crosses as
charges in Macedonian municipal heraldry, we
can identify eleven different types. In at least
three coats of arms the crosses are a main charge.
Three coats of arms have an ordinary cross, while
the rest have a specific type of cross. Four of
these types are of Macedonian origin. Although
Macedonia has a significant Muslim population
this does not reflect heavily on civic heraldry. The
reason for this should be sought in the Islamic
views on symbolic representations.
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