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AIICTPAKT

[IpBara 3a0esexxaHa ynorpeda Ha 3Ha-

ABSTRACT

The first recorded flag usage in
Byzantine Macedonia goes back to the
10™ century. Portolans shows a yellow
flag with a red double-headed eagle
above City od Skopje. The heraldic

METO BO BHU3aHTHCKa MakeIoHHja JaTh-
pa ox 10 Bek. Ilopromanute mokakyBaat
JKOJITO 3HAME CO IIPBEH J[BOTJIAB Opell HaJl
rpan Ckorje. BkirydeHu ce v IpUTAIIIaHUuTE
XEpaNINIKy 3HaMHba Ha AJiekcanmap Be- flags attributed to Alexander the Great
JIUKH 07 CPETHOBEKOBHHU €BPOIICKH H3BOPH. ‘ in medieval European sources are also
Opn BocTaHWYKUTE 3HaMHma 1oj OToMaH- included. Among the rebellion flags

ckarta Mimmiepuja HajcTapoTo couyBaHO € ox Make- under Ottoman Empire the oldest preserved is
JIOHCKOTO BOocTaHue Bo Pasznosuum o 1876 roquna. from 1876 Macedonian Uprising in Razlovci.
Opn 3HamMumaTa Ha yetute oj MimHaeHckoTo Boc- From the insurgent flags of Ilinden Uprising in
tanue Bo 1903 ronuHa moara u 6ojara Ha 3HAMETO 1903 came the color of the flag on Macedonian
Ha MakeJOHCKOTO Ap:kaBHO 3Hame oA 1943 roau- national flag of 1943. The red partisan five-
Ha. llpBeHaTa mapTu3aHCKa METOKpaka MOTEKHY- pointed star is from 1941 and latter appears on
Ba o7 1941 roauHa Ha 3HaMHI-aTa HA CUTE peIy- the flags of all republics in Yugosalvia. Under
omuku ox Jyrocnasuja. Ilox oBa 3Hame ce ocBoH this flag the Republic of Macedonia won its
He3aBHCHOCTa Ha PernyOnuka Makenonuja. Sses- independence in 1991. The star was replaced in
nata Oerre 3ameHera Bo 1992 rojuHa co KOJITOTO 1992 with the yellow 16-pointed sun of Kutlesh/
16-kpako conuie o tunot Kytiemn/Bepruna, xoe Vergina type, which in turn was replaced with an
nak Bo 1995 Gerie 3aMeHETO CO AMBEPIEHTHO COH- 8-rayed divergent sun. The design processes and
e co ocyMm 3pariu. [Iporecure Ha Au3ajHUpALE U proposals are discussed in detail.
MPENIO3UTE Ce JUCKYTUPAHU BO JICTAIH.

Kiuyuynu 300poBH: BEKCITWIOJIOTHja  Ha Keywords: Vexillology of Macedonia, Flags
Makenonuja; 3HaMHBaTa Ha  MakeaoHH]a; of Macedonia, Macedonian flag
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PAHU 3HAMUIbA

Makxkenonwuja, perrnon Ha bankanckuor [Tomyoc-
TPOB BO jyroucrouHa EBporia, Bujena MHOTY IU-
BIJIM3AINH U KYJITYpH BO CBOjaTa JOJTa UCTOPHja.
AHTHYKOTO MAKEJOHCKO KPaJCTBO, HAJIIO3HATO IO
TOJIEMHUOT OCBOjyBau AJiekcaHmap MaKeToHCKH,
MajHajo BO pamere Ha Pumjanure BO 146 m.H.e.
Bo cnepanTe 22 Beka (CoO HEKOJIKY KPAaTKH MPEKH-
HU) Makenonuja Ouia Jes OJ JIBE€ TOJIeMH UMIIe-
puu, Pumckara (BkirydyBajku ja Busantuckara) u
Otomanckata Umnepuja. Ha mouerokor Ha 20 Bek,
peruoHoT Ha MaxkenoHnuja, kako wieH Ha [IpBara
OankaHcka BojHa (1912), Oere mojeneH Mery 4eTu-
pute Mianu OankaHCKH Apxkasu, [ puuja, bByrapuja,
AnbGanuja u CpOuja, 1 TOKMY Ha JENOT KOj Taa To
OKYIIMpa ce co3jaBa MojiepHaTa Jp>kaBa Makeso-
HUja.

3HameTo e cuMO0O0J Ha JpXKaBa, 3eMja, TIPOBHH-
LMja WTH., 11a JypU U HapoJ. 3a BpeMe Ha Cpej-
HOBEKOBHHOT TMEPHUOJ], 3HAMHIATA TJIaBHO Owule
XEPANINIKU, 9] TU3ajH € Tpe3eMeH o TpOoT.
TekcTHUIIOT 0J1 KOj ce HalpaBeHW 3HAMHIbATA HE €
MHOTY HM3JIPKJIMB MaTepHjajl. 3aToa, IPH UCTPaXKy-
BamkETO HA 3HAMHUBbaTa Tpeda 1a KOPUCTUME HaBO-
PELIHN U3BOPH, KAKO LITO CE CIMKHU WM MEeYaTeHU
3HaMHUba BO KHUTHY, WIM HUBHUOT JU3ajH OIUILAH
BO NKMCMEHA Gopma.

Bo Ucrounoro Pumcko IlapctBo, cpeaHoBe-
KOBHHMTE 3HaMHIba OWJIe MOJA CHIIHO BJIMjaHHE Ha
LPKBaTa, a KpcToT Omi Hajuect cumOo. Kora cBe-
TH MeToayj BiaAees] CO TOTPAHUYHUOT PETHOH
mery Hcrounoto Pumcko LlapctBo u Byrapckoro
KpanctBo, okony pekara bperannuna Bo Makeno-
Huja (845-855) ce nmpeTnocTaByBa jeKa UMa 1pBe-
HO 3HaM€ CO KOJIT KPCT, TpeJi KOe TH MOKPCTYBal
JyFeTo BO HErOBOTO KHEYKEBCTBO KOM YIIITE HE OuIe
xpuctujanu (ITanos 1988, 290).

Kora nogomna 6yrapcknot Biaje-
ten bopuc (852-889) ja ocBomn Make-
JIOHU]a, TO] UCIIPATIII IUCMO J0 TIara-
ta Hukoimaj I Bo koe mparryBa KakBO
3Hame na Bee. Kako oxrosop, mamara
Hanuiaj, KakBO APYro 3HaAME OCBEH
3HAKOT Ha CBETHOT KPCT, 00jaCHYyBajKH
nexka Koncrantun Benuku ro mocra-
BWJI KPCTOT Ha LPBEHO 3HaMe. OBa HU AaBa HACOKH
JieKa MOBEKETO 3HaMHIba OJ TOj Iepuoj] Omie co
kpct (Otrosopute 1960, 87-88) (ci. 1).

Hajcrapara 3auyBana npercTaBa Ha KOHKPETHO
3Hame BO MakeZjoHHja e 3HameTo Ha rpagoT Ckomje
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Cn./Fig. 1

EARLY FLAGS

Macedonia, a region on the Balkan Peninsula
in southeast Europe, has seen many civilizations
and cultures in its long history. The ancient
Macedonian Kingdom, best known for the
conqueror Alexander the Great, fell to the
Romans in 146 BC. In the next 22 centuries
(with a few short interruptions) Macedonia
was part of two great empires, the Roman
(including Byzantine) and Ottoman Empires.
At the beginning of the 20" century the region
of Macedonia was divided, as a spoils of the
First Balkan War (1912), among the four young
Balkan states: Greece, Bulgaria, Albania, and
Serbia; the modern state of Macedonia occupies
territory gained at that time by Serbia.

A flag is a symbol of a state, land, province,
etc., or even a peoples group. During the medieval
period flags were mostly heraldic, devised based
on coats of arms. The textiles of which the flags
were made was not very durable. Therefore, in
researching flags we need to use external sources,
such as paintings or printed flags in books, or their
designs as described in writing.

In the Eastern Roman Empire, medieval flags
were strongly influenced by the church, with
the cross as the most common symbol. When
St. Methodius' ruled the border region between
the Eastern Roman Empire and the Bulgarian
kingdom, around the river of Bregalnica in
Macedonia (845-855), he presumably had a
red flag with a yellow cross, before which he
baptized the people in his principality who had
not yet become Christians (I[Taros 1988, 290).

When later the Bulgarian ruler Boris (852—
889) invaded Macedonia, he sent a letter to
Pope Nicholas I, asking
what kind of flag to fly.
In response, the pope
wrote, “what other flag
than the sign of the Holy
Cross?”, explaining that
Constantine the Great
placed the cross on a
red flag. This gives us
guidance that most flags of that period bore a
cross (OtroBopute 1960, 87-88) (Fig. 1).

The oldest preserved representation of a
specific flag in Macedonia is the flag of the city of
Skopje, from a 1339 maritime map (portolan) by
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0]l TIOMOpCKa KapTa Ha
WTAJIMjaHCKUOT Kaprorpad
Angenuao gae [ymuepto,
oxn 1339 romuua (Dulcert
1339). OBaa xapTa T® TIpu-
KaXyBa  IMPHUCTAaHUINTATa
okoily MenaurepaHor, a
HEKOW Off HUB C€ TpHKa-
*aHu co 3Hame. Ckorje e
MIPETCTaBEHO CO HATIHUCOT
,»CKOIIK™, HaJT KOj Ce Haofa TBPJIMHA, HAJ] KOja ce Bee
3HaMe. 3HaMeTO € JKOJITO CO LIPBEH ABOTJIAB Oped (CII.
2). TekcToBUTE Ha OBOj JIeJ O/ KapTaTa ce HAIMIIaHH!
Haonaky. [logony uma Hartmuc ,,CepBrja“, Koj goce-
ra ce Tonkysaie kako CpOuja, a co Toa 3HaMETO M
ce npunuirysaiie Ha Cpouja. Ho, Ha 0Boj mopTosnaH,
LIPBEH TEKCT € KOPUCTH CaMo 3a IpajloBH, Taka, ce
pabotu 3a rpagor CepBuja, Ha pekata bucrpuia
(AnmkmoHac), cera Bo perioHOT Makenonuja Bo [p-
uuja. Ha ucrara xapra, 3namero Hag CoilyH € HCTO
Kako 1 HaJi KOHCTaHTHHOTIOIN - [PBEHO 3HAME CO YKOIIT
KpCT, 3HaMeTo Ha Bwusantmckara Mmmepwmja, mcto
KaKo IITO BeKe CIIOMEHaBMeE TIpe]T 1Ba BeKa.

HcroTo x0nT0 3HaAME CO IPBEH /IBOTIIAB OPEd, Ce
rJiesla Ha UCTOTO MECTO BO TMOPTOJIaHOT Ha 1 'abpuen
ne Baiceka o 1439 romuna (Valseca 1439). Makeno-
HUja BO MMOCJICAHUTE JCICHUH Ha 14 Bek MoTnaaHaia
oy, OtomaHckara MMnepuja, Taka mTO BO BPEMETO
Ha HCIPTyBamke Ha KapTaTa Ha Basiceka Oria 1ieiocHo
nox Oromancka Ummnepuja.

3HaMeTo Kako amOJeM ce Haora
Ha (IPUNMIIAHUOT) TPO Ha KpayoT
Mapko MpmaBueBHK, KOj Blajeeln
CO Jied O] LeHTpaiHa MakeloHHja
(1371-1395). HeroBute rpOoBH BO
WINPCKUTE TI'pOOBHUIIM, HA 4YelleH-
KaTta MPHKaKyBaaT JKeHa Koja JPKH
3HaMe. 3HaMeTO € MOJICNIEHO BEepTH-
KaJTHO Ha 0eJ0 ¥ IPBEHO CO €/THOTIIAB
oped, Koj € 0bpaTHO 000€H, ACIIOT O
OpEJIOT MITO JIeXKH Ha OeI0TO TIATHO
€ IPBEH, a OHOj Ha I[PBEHOTO TIATHO
e 6en. OpernoT e KpyHHCaH cO 371aTO
(London 16, 19) (c. 3).

MTPUITNIITAHU XEPAJITUYKN
3HAMHIbA HA AJIEKCAHJIAP
MAKEJIOHCKH

[ToceOHa 30MpKka 3HAMHIA CE OHUE XEpaJIud-
KHTC 3HAMHIbA MPUIHIIAHU Ha AsekcaHmap Ma-
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the Italian cartographer
Angelino Dulcert
(Dulcert 1339). This map
shows the ports around
the Mediterranean, and
most of them show a flag.

Skopje is represented
by the inscription
“Scopi”, above which

is a fortress, over which
a flag is flying. The flag is yellow with a red
double-headed eagle (Fig. 2). The texts on this
part of the map are written upside down. Below
it is the inscription “Servia”—this was initially
interpreted as “Serbia”, and thus the flag was
attributed to Serbia. But the red text was used
only for cities, and it actually identified the city of
Servia, on the river (Bistrica) Alikmonas, now in
the region of Macedonia in Greece. On the same
map, the flag over Salonica is the same as over
Constantinople—red with a yellow cross, the flag
of Byzantine Empire, as we already mentioned
two centuries before.

The same yellow flag with red double-headed
eagle is also seen at the same location on the
1439 portolan of Gabriel de Vallseca (Vallseca
1439). During the last decades of the 14™ century
Macedonia had fallen to the Ottoman Empire, so
at the time of Vallseca map it was completely
under Ottoman Empire.

A flag as a charge is found on
the coat of arms attributed to King
Marko Mrnjavcevic, who ruled part
of central Macedonia (1371-1395).
On his coats of arms in the Illyrian
Armorials, the crest depicts a woman
holding a flag. The flag is divided
vertically into white and red with
a single-headed counterchanged
eagle—the part of the eagle on the
white field is red, and the part on
the red field is white. The eagle is
crowned in gold (London, 16, 19)

(Fig 3).

HERALDIC FLAGS ATTRIBUTED
TO ALEXANDER THE GREAT OF
MACEDONIA

A special collection of flags are those heraldic
flags attributed to Alexander the Great of
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KeJoHCKH. JInkor Ha Anexcannap MakelToHCKH ¢
T1ab0KO BTPpaZicH BO CBECTa Ha JIyf'€TO O CPEIHO-
BeKkoBHa EBpora - He caMo Kako rojeM OCBOjyBad,
TYKy ¥ Kako cuMOo0J1 Ha mobiect u BuTemTBo. Ce
M0jaBWJIe PA3MYHM [IeNIa 32 HErOBHUOT JKUBOT W
JOCTUTHYBamba, 0COOCHO TIPEBOAM M aJanTallui Ha
nenata onl 3 Bek: Mcmopuja na Anexcanoap Make-
ooncku on Kesunt Kypruyc Pyd u JKusomom na
Anexcandap, kparom na Makedonyume on Ilces-
no-Kamcren (Joroscku 2015, 36).

Bo BpemMeTo Ha mpoiyToT Ha Xepajankara Bo 13
BEK, 'POOBUTE U OCOOCHO XEPaANUYKUTE 3HAMUIbA
Kako OaHepu W CTaHIapAd UM ce NPHUIHULIyBaJie Ha
MUTOJIOIIKKA (UTYpH WM Ha JUIA KOU >KUBEEJe
Ipe]] TOYETOKOT Ha XepaJinKaTa Bo 12 Bek, Kou THe
BCYIIHOCT HE HM MOXeJie Jja TH HocaT. Tue ce dan-
TAaCTUYHU MPOM3BOAM OJi Pa3BHCHUOT XEPaJINUKH
nepuoj. ['pboBHHUTE 3HAMUIbA HA
AJekcaHiap ce rnojaByBaaTr Kako
WIyCTpalMy BO OIIITH Hapaluu
W aJleKCaHIpHUIH (KHUKEBHU JieTia
KOW TO CllaBaT >KUBOTOT W JOC-
TUTHYyBamaTa Ha AJekcaniap).
HuBHMOT m3rnex He e mocTojaH,
HO Ce TI0jaByBaaT pa3IndHH TOJI-
KyBama BO 3aBHCHOCT O] Pervo-
HOT (Jonovski 2020, 14).

Hajcrapara kHmMra koja 1O
npukaxyBa Ajekcangap Make-
JIOHCKH CO 3HaMe € OJ] MpBaTa MOoJIOBUHA Ha 13 Bek.
Bo Bu3aHTHMCKaTa KHUTa HamWilaHa Ha TPYKH ja-
3uK, Ucmopuja na Anexcandap Benuxu (peueH3uja
WIICUJIOH), 3HAMETO € CO TEeTparpaMcKH KpCT (co
yetupu Oyksu ,,B“) (ci. 4) (Pseudo-Callisthenes
1200, 17r). Toa e, BepojaTHO, HajpaHaTa MO3HATA
ynotpeba Ha oBa 3Hame. [lofolHa, Toa ke Ouse mpe-
3eMEHO OJ I[apeBHUTE O] BHU3AHTUCKATa JWHACTHja
[Maneonor, BepojaTHO CUMOOIMYHO TIOBP3YBajKHU Ce
co Anekcanmap Bemuku. Toa ke cTane mo3HaTo H
KaKO BU3aHTHCKO 3Hame. ctror
Omrazon 3a CpOuja ce jaByBa BO
WINPCKATE TPOOBHUIM TOYHY-
BajKu 07 KpajoT Ha 16 Bek.

[IpBoTO TPOOBHO 3HaMe IITO
My Ce NpPUIHIITYBa Ha AJIEKCaH-
nap Bo 3amagHa EBpoma ce moja-
BUJIO Ha TMOYETOKOT Ha 13 Bek
(Moxebu 1210 romuna) BO meio-
to Ha Poniep 1V on Jlun, Cmapa
ucmopuja 00 Lle3ap, Bo HeroBara
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Macedonia. The image of Alexander was deeply
embedded in the consciousness of the people of
medieval Europe—not only as a great conqueror
but also as a symbol of virtue and chivalry.
Various works on his life and accomplishments
appeared, notably translations and adaptations of
the 3" century History of Alexander the Great by
Quintus Curtius Rufus and The Life of Alexander,
the King of Macedonians by Pseudo-Callisthenes
(Jonoscku 2015, 36).

As heraldry flourished in the 13™ century,
arms and especially heraldic flags as banners and
standards were attributed to mythological figures,
ortopersons livingbefore the beginning ofheraldry
in the 12" century, who did not actually bear
arms. They are fanciful products of the heraldic
period. The armorial flags of Alexander appear as
illustrations in general stories
and Alexander Romances-
Alexandrides (literary works
celebrating Alexander’s life

and achievements). These
were not consistent—various
interpretations appeared
depending on the region

(Jonovski 2020, 14).

The oldest book depicting
Alexander the Great with flag
is from the first half of 13™
century. In the Byzantine book written in Greek,
Historia Alexandri Magni (recension epsilon),
the flag bears a tetragrammatic cross (with four
letters “B”) (Fig. 4) (Pseudo-Callisthenes 1200,
17r). It is probably the earliest reported usage of
this flag. Later, it would be used by the emperors
of the Byzantine Paleologos dynasty (probably to
connect them symbolically with Alexander the
Great) and became known as Byzantine flag. The
same blazon appears for Serbia from the Illyrian
armorials, starting from the end
of 16" century.

The first armorial flag
attributed to Alexander appeared
in Western Europe in the early
13™ century (perhaps 1210) in
the work of Roger IV of Lille,
Histoire ancienne jusqu’a César,
and in its illustrated version, the
manuscript of Dijon, about 60
years later (Histoire 1260, 172v)
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WIIyCTpHpaHa Bep3Hja, PaKOIHUCOT
Ha J{ymxoH, okoy 60 TOTUHY 010-
nHa (Histoire 1260, 172v) (cn. 5).
Bo nero, 3namero Ha Anekcanuap
e IpBeHO co cpedpeH iaB. Bo mimy-
CTPUPAHHOT pakonuc Ha Pomanom
na cume eumesu ox 14 Bex Ha To-
mac ne Kent 3a Anekcanpap, mo-
Ka)KyBa 3JIaTHO 3HaMe€ CO I[PBEH JIaB
(cm. 6) (Grise 1338, 58v).

Bo cBojara ercka moema 3a-
Klemeama Ha NAyHom, W3BeleHa

npex Oouckymnot ox Jlwk Bo 1312 roamna, XKak nme

Jlonryjon u mpocnaBysa ,,/leBerTe
JIOCTOMHCTBEHHUIM , TOA CE TpHja-
Ja oJi Tpujamu: ,,JloOpure maraHu":
Xektop on Tpoja, Anekcanmap
Benuku u Jynuj Llesap; ,,Jlo0pure
EBpen*: Mcyc Hapun, kpanor [da-
Bua u Jyna Makasej, u ,,Jlo0pure
XpHCTHjaHu"“: KpasoT Aptyp, Kapno
Bemuku u 'ondpu ox byjon, kpanot
Ha Epycammm (Voex 1350). Crvku-
Te Ha JIEBETTE JJOCTOMHCTBEHHUIIN CO
TpOOBH WUTH XCPATIMYKA 3HAMHIHA

MOYe Ja ce HajaaT n3paboTeH! BO KaMeHa TIaCTHKA,

Ha (peckwu, Tammcepun UTH. Kako
IITO YECTO CE CIAy4yBa CO MPHITHU-
[IaHUTE TPOOBH, THE TMOKAXKYBAaT
OJIpe/ieHa HEeJIOCIIETHOCT (YeCcTo ce
3aMEHETH €JICH CO JIPYT).

IIpBeHo Hame CO 37aTeH JiaB
ce cpekaBa M BO AJIEKCaHApHUIA
Ha rpuku on 14 Bek on Bene-
nuja (ci. 7) (Wevdo-KarlicOévng
109v). CuHo 3HaMe cO 3J1aTEH JIaB
¢ MPOHAjJACHO BO JEJIOTO Ha AB-
ryctul, Boocjuom epad nacnpo-

mu nacanume, on 1480 roguna (ci. 8) (Augustinus

1480, 73).

Bo @axmu u oena na Anex-
canoap Benuxu om 1463 romm-
Ha, 3HAMETO € [PBEHO CO 3JIATCH
3mej. OBIe Haorame W 3HAMHUIbA
CO TeKCT ,,Anexcanmap” (ci. 9)
(Lucene 1463, 44r). Bo npyro u3-
JIAHUE CE MPUKAKAHH JKOJITO 3HA-
Me CO LIPBEH JIaB KOj JIp>Ku OopoOe-
Ha cekupa wim xanoepaa (ci. 10)
(Curse 15, 14r).
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(Fig. 5). In it, Alexander’s
flag is a silver lion on
red field. The illustrated
manuscript of Le roman de
toute chevalerie, the 14"-
century novel by Thomas de
Kent about Alexander, shows
a red lion on a golden field
(Fig.6) (Grise 1338, 58v).

In his epic poem Les
Voeux du Paon, performed
before the Bishop of Liege in

1312, Jacques de Longuyon glorified “the Nine

Worthies” (Voex 1350). They
were a triad of triads: the
“Good Pagans™: Hector of
Troy, Alexander the Great,
and Julius Caesar; the “Good
Jews”: Joshua, King David,
and Judas Maccabeus; and
the “Good Christians”: King
Arthur, Charlemagne, and
Godfrey of Bouillon, King
of Jerusalem. Images of the
Nine Worthies with coats

of arms or armorial flags can be found in stone,

frescoes, tapestries, etc. As is
often the case with attributed
coats of arms, these show some
inconsistency (often being
transposed with each other).
Flags with a gold lion on
a red field are also found in
Alexandride in Greek from
14" century Venice (Fig. 7)
(Wevdo-KorhaOévng, 109v).
A golden lion on a blue flag
is found in Augustinus's De

Civitate Dei contra Paganos, from 1480 (Fig. 8)

(Augustinus 1480, 73).

In Les faits et geltes
D’Alexandre le Grand of 1463,
the flag is red with golden
dragon. Here we also find a
flag with the text “Alexander”
(Fig. 9) (Lucene 1463, 44r). In
another edition the flag shows
a yellow flag with red lion on
holding a battle ax or halberd
(Fig. 10) (Curse 15", 14r).
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3emeHO 3HaMe CO  3JIaTHU
IIECTOKPAaKH SBE3/IM c€ Haofa BO
repMaHckata KHura bemudop-
tic on Kowpax Kajzep (cm. 11)
(Kyeser 1450, 87r). llpBeno 3Ha-
Me Co 37aTeH opudiejM ce Haora
Bo Cebactujan Mepmor, Tpume
eonemu uacnosu onx 16 Bek (cim.
12) (Mermot 16¢, 19v).

CHHO 3HamMe CO TpU 3JIaTHU
SBOHA € IPOHA]JICHO BO JIEJIOTO HA
Peyune Puxmep, Anexcannap Marnyc ox 1567 ro-
muHa (cit. 13) (Regine 1567, 4v).

AnekcaHzuap co 3HaMe O Ko3a ce riiejia Bo Ma-
teyc Mepujan, Cepuja nHa wemupume umnepuu Ha
Kom: Anexcanoap Benuxu, xpan na Maxedonuja
on 1593 romuna (cin. 14) (Matthidus 1593). Kozara
e TOBOpeH cumOon Ha Ajra, TJIaBHHOT rpaj Ha
Anekcannap MakegoHCKH.

Hajpanunor mpuka3 Ha 5aB 3a AJiekcaHuap BO
suaHUTe (PPECKU € MPOHAjIeH BO 3aMOKOT MOHTH
Bo Utanmja, xoj matupa ox 1430 roguna. Hexon ox
NIEBETTE JOCTOMHCTBEHUIN CE MPUKAKAHUA CO TPO,
HEKOW co 3Hame. ['pboT Ha AJekcaHmap € IPBEHO
CO 3JIaTeH JiaB, KOj CEAHW Ha 3JIaTeH TPOH U JIPKU
3nmatHa cekupa. CimaHu (HPEecKr O UCTHOT TEPUOT
ce mponHajaern Bo lllaro ne Banepe, Bo Cuom,
[IBajapuja, HO Tamy AJleKkcaHIap € MPETCTaBeH CO
»o0T0 3Hame co 1pBeH naB (Norris et al. 1997, 199).

"~ CnfFig. 12

Cn./Fig. 11

BOCTAHUYKH 3HAMUIbA

Bo 15 Bex Makenonuja mnoTHajHama TOJ
Otomanckata  Wmmepuja.  Ymorpebata  Ha
OYHTOBHMYKM 3HaMHEBa BO MakenoHuja ¢
JOKyMEHTHUpaHa U BO TYpCKH H3BOpH. Taka, BO
1651 romuna, oBuyapor Tane ox OHUTOICKOTO
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The green flag with golden
six-pointed stars is found in
the German book Bellifortis
by Konrad Kyeser (Fig. 11)
(Kyeser 1450, 87r). A red flag
with a golden oriflamme is
found in Sebastien Mamerot,
Les Titre Trois Grands, from
16" century (Fig. 12) (Mermot
16¢c, 19v).

A blue flag with three
golden bells is found in Regine Richter’s 1567
Alexander Magnus (Fig. 13) (Regine 1567, 4v).

Alexander with a flag with a goat is seen
in Matthdus Merian, Serie der vier Weltreiche
zu Pferd: Alexander der Grofe, Konig von
Makedonien of 1593 (Fig. 14) (Matthaus 1593).
The goat is a canting symbol for Ayga, the
capitol of Alexander's Macedonia.

The earliest representation of a lion on a flag
for Alexander in wall frescoes is found at Monti
Castle in Italy, dated to 1430. In a depiction of the
Nine Worthies,s ome are holding heraldic flags,
somewuth arms. Alexander’s is a red flag with a
gold lion seated on a gold throne holding a gold axe.
Similar frescoes from the same period are found in
the Chateau de Valére, in Sion, Switzerland, but
Alexander is represented there by a yellow flag
with a red lion (Norris et al. 1997, 199).

Cn./Fig. 14

Cn. Fig. 13

FLAGS OF REBELLION

In the 15" century Macedonia came under
Ottoman rule. The use of rebel flags in Macedonia
is also documented in Turkish sources. Thus,
in 1651 the shepherd Tane from the village of
Cairli, Bitola, was convicted as a flag bearer
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ceo Yaumpnum Oni ocyneH Kako 3HaMEHOcell Ha
Hkpammure (Joxymentun 1981, 149). 3mameto
Ha Kapmom ox 1689 roguHa ce cmomeHyBa Kako
»3ITocpekHo™ (ibid).

Ilopagu Temxkure yCIOBH IOJ OCMAaHJIMCKATa
BJIACT ¥ MHOTYOPOjHHUTE KOH(GJIMKTH BO MakeI0HH]a,
MHOTYMHHa €MHUTpHpalie BO APYTH 3eMjH, Mery
kou u Bo Pyckara Umnepuja. On HuUB, 1o Hapeada
Ha pyckata uapuna EnmcaBera IlerpoBna, Ha 10
Maj 1759 rommHa Omn ¢opmupaH MakeqOHCKHOT
KOj HMMaJl CBOE 3HaME IMPE3eMEHO Of
Crematorpadpujata Ha JKedapoBuk. Ha sxonroro
3HaMe OWJI TpEeTCTaBeH LPBEH JiaB, a HaJ HEro
numrysaio ,,MAKEJIOHUJA®. On 1776 no 1783
ro/IMHA TIOJIKOT KOPUCTEN APYro 3HaMe CO MeTaiHa
Kamna ¥ BKpcTenu korja (Martkoscku 1985, 270).

Herymxkoro Bocranne wu30OyBHasio Bo 1822

TOJIK,

roJHa Toj pakoBojacTBO Ha Artanac Kaparamio-
Crapuor. [lITaboT Ha OyHTOBHUIIUTE UMAJl [[PBEHO
3HaMe CO 3JIaTeH Opell, a HaJ openoT Harnuc [ledar
Ha cio6omara (Crojues 2000, 329).

Hury efHO o1 0BHE TpH 3HAMUbA HE € 3a9yBaHO U
HEeMa CJIKa 3a Toa Kako m3rieaane. [I[poTto coayBaHo
3HaMe € o]l MakeqOHCKOTO BocTaHue BO PaznoBuu
1876 romuna, Ha dumurap Ilon
l'eoprues-beposckn (¢ 15),
TOA € I[PBEHO, CO IPBEH JIaB CO
Hatnucot rope ,, MAKEJIOHW ™
BO JIaK, TOCTaBEHO Ha 3JIaTeH

i e e

MPaBOAroJIHUK, MOMECTEHO KOH
Kormjero. M3riaemor Ha  JIaBOT
noata ox  Cremarorpadujara
Ha JKedapoBuk. 3Hamero ce
KOPUCTENO0 U BO MakenoHCKOTO
(Kpecnencko) Boctanue ox 1878
roguHa (MmbkoBuk 2003, 23).
MakenoHckara jura Owna op-
mupana Bo 1880 romuna, u 1o 1e-
(unMpa cBOeTO 3HaMe BO wieH S50
on Ycrasor Ha Jlurara: ,,3a cure equHuAL Oea 00e3-
OezeHn TIOCEOHN 3HAMWIbA, IPBEHH CO JKOJIT JIaB U
nMeTo Ha equauIaTa nox rpoot™. (Crojues 2007, 53)
3HamMubaTa Urpalie eHTpaIHa yJora 3a BpeMe Ha
WNnunpenckoro Boctanue, Bo aBryct 1903 ropauna,
ITO JIOBEJIO JIO OCHOBaKE Ha KpaTKOTpajHaTa
Kpymrescka PeryOmuka. ,,PermyOnmkara® Hemana
ourmjaHo 3Hame. Bo KpymeBckuor manudect Ha
BOCTaHHETO Ce CIIOMEHYBa ,,KpBaBo 3HaMe"* cO TEKCT
,»Cimobomaa v cMpt* (PuctoBcku 2009, 768).

Merfytoa, cekoja uera HMana CBOE 3HAME.
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of the “thieves” (Hdoxymentn 1981, 149). The
flag of Karposh from 1689 is mentioned as
“unfortunate” (ibid).

Due to the difficult conditions under
Ottoman rule and numerous conflicts in
Macedonia, many Macedonians emigrated to
other countries, including the Russian Empire.
There the Macedonian Regiment was formed
from such emigrés, by order of the Russian
Empress Elisaveta Petrovna on May 10, 1759.
It had its own flag, taken from Zhefarovic’s
Stematographia. A red lion appeared on a yellow
field, with “MACEDONIA” written above it.
From 1776 to 1783 the regiment used another
flag with an escutcheon and crossed spears
(MarkoBcku 1985, 270).

The Negush uprising broke out in 1822 under
the leadership of Atanas Karatasho the Old. The
rebel headquarters flew a red flag with a golden
cagle, and above the eagle an inscription, “Seal
of Freedom” (Crojues, 2000, 329). None of
these last three flags are preserved and no image
of them exists.

The first surviving flag of rebellion is from
the 1876 Macedonian Uprising
of Razlovci, led by Dimitar Pop
Georgiev Berovski (Fig. 15). Itis red,
with a red lion and “MAKEJIOHIA”
(MACEDONIA) inscribed above
in an arc, set on a gold rectangle
shifted toward the hoist. The lion’s
appearance comes from Zhefarovic’s
Stematographia. The flag was also
used in the Macedonian (Kresna)
Uprising of 1878 (MusskoBuk 2003,
23). The Macedonian League was
formed in 1880, defining its flag in
Article 50 of League’s constitution:
“For all units, special flags were
provided, red with a yellow lion, and the name
of the unit under the arms” (Ctojues 2007, 53).

Flags played a central role during the August
1903 Ilinden Uprising, which led to the short-
lived Republic of Krushevo. The “Republic”
did not have an official flag. The Krushevo
Manifesto of the Uprising mentions a “Bloody
Flag” with text “Freedom or Death” (PucToBcku
2009, 768).

However, each unit of chetniks (guerillas) in
the uprising had its own flag. Most often the flags

JUNE - 2022

BEKCUJTOJIOTUJA « VEXILLOLOGY



ADOTOTTIXAA + VIMIOLOLMINIL

Hajuecro 3Hamumara Owie W3BE3CHU
Ha LIpBeHA cBWIA. BocTaHMUKMOT YcTaB
ja neduHMpa yaorata Ha 3HAMETO, KaKo
W Ha 3HAMEHOCEIOT M IIOCTOjaHUTe
MIOMOIITHUII  OJITOBOPHH 332 YyBambe
Ha 3Hamero. MeryToa, YCTaBOT He
neuHMpa KOHKPETHO 3HaMme, TYyKY
300pyBa 3a 3HaMe BOOIIIIITO, CO 3HAUCHHE
Ha 3Hame Ha dvera (IlammeBckm 1987,
193). 3namumara Owie wu3pabOTEHU
o1 1Be TOceOHM Napyrmba TKACHWHA,
YeCTO CO pa3IMYHH MOTHBH Ha aBEpPCOT
u Ha pesepcoT. [loBekero on HUB Ouie
LPBEHHU, U3paOOTEHH OJ JIBE MOCEOHU
Mapuuiba TKaCHWHA, YECTO CO PasiIMIHU
MOTHBH Ha aBEpCOT M Ha PEBEPCOT
(MusbkoBuk 2003, 23).

JlaBoT ce TmoOjaByBa Ha IIECT O]
16-Te peBONYLMOHEpHH 3HAMHIbA Ha
WIimmHAEGHCKOTO BOCTaHKE 32 KOM MMaMe
nHdopmanm. JIBe TO npHKaKyBaatr
JIABOT Kako Xxepainmuuka  urypa:
3aropuuaHCcKOTO 3eJIeHO 3HaMe CO IIPBEH
maB (cir. 16), ¥ KpaToOBCKOTO IIPBEHO
3HaMe co 3naTeH n1aB (ci. 17). Ha apyrute
3HAMHIbA JIABOT C€ KOPHCTH Kako
amOJieM, HO HE BO XepaJiIiyKa Ioiox0a
WM BO XEpaINIKa KOMITO3HIIHja; OonTe
Ha JIABOT C€ IMPUPOJIHH - WU3BE3CHU CO
TEMHOLIPBEH KOHEL, IO/eKa IpuBaTa €
MpUKaKaHa co MOCBETIIa HUIIIKA, KAaKO Ha
CTPYLIKOTO 3Hame (ci1.18).

CoHmeto mpBHaT ce  TOjaByBa
Kako Jen OJ] Tej3aKOT Ha 3HaMeTO Ha
KyMaHOBCKara uera. Bo cpeauHata Ha
aBepCOT MMa TaHeN Ha KOj € MpHUKaKaH
OyHTOBHMK BO KajeaBa HaMeTKa, KOj
JIP3KM ITy1IIKa cO O2jOHET BO JIeCHATA PaKa
1 KOTIje CO I[PBEHO 3HaMe BO JIeBaTa paka,
Hape[CH! Ha I1ej3aK O] M3TPEjCOHIIC U
miaHuHA (c1. 19).

3aameTo Ha KpymreBckata dera e
LIPBEHO CO JKOJITa KOHTYpa Ha JBE parie
KOH ce pakyBaar W (haken 3aj HUB (CIL.
20). lpyru 3Hamuimba ce IPBEHH CO JKOJIT KPCT BO
LIEHTapOT U 1o Hero TeKCT. (JoHoBcku 2020).

JPKABHO 3HAME

[IpBuoT mpemsior 3a 3HaMe Ha HE3aBUCHA
MaxkenoHuja, Ha MakKeJOHCKAaTa KOJOHHja BO

MAKEJJOHCKU XEPAJIJ] 18
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were embroidered on red silk. The
rebellion’s constitution defined
the role of the flag, as well as the
flag bearer and the permanent
assistants responsible for guarding
the flag. However, constitution
did not define a single flag for
the country or uprising, but spoke
of flag in general, meaning the
unit flag (ITargescku 1987, 193).
Most flags were red, constructed
from two separate pieces of fabric,
often with different motifs on the
obverse and reverse (MHJBKOBHK
2003, 23).

The lion appears on six of the
16 Ilinden Uprising revolutionary

Cn./Fig. 17 flags for which we have

information. Two depict the lion as
a heraldic figure: the Zagorichani
flag (a red lion on a green field)
(Fig. 16), and the Kratovo flag
(a gold lion on a red field) (Fig.
17). On the other flags the lion is

Cn./Fig. 18 used as an emblem, but not in a

Cn./Fig. 19
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Cn./Fig. 20

heraldic position or in a heraldic
composition; the colors of the lion
are natural—embroidered with a
dark red thread, while the mane is
shown with a brighter thread, like
in Struga flag (Fig. 18).

The sun appears as part of the
landscape for the first time on the
Kumanovo unit flag. In the center
of the obverse a panel shows a
rebel in a brown robe holding a
rifle and a bayonet in his right hand
and the staff of a red flag in his left
hand, arrayed against a landscape
of sunrise and mountains (Fig. 19).

The Krushevo unit flag is red
with the yellow outline of two
hands shaking and a torch behind
(Fig. 20). Other flags are red with a
yellow cross in the center and text below (Jonovski
2020).

THE STATE FLAG

The first proposal for a flag of an independent
Macedonia was made by the Macedonian colony

JYHU » 2022



Cankr IlerepOypr, Pycuja, Oeme o0jaBeH BO
crMcaHueTo MakeJIoHCKU Trojioc Bo 1914 roawHa,
KaKoO WIYCTpaImja co HACJIOB ,,MaKkeqOHCKO 3Hame
0e3 HUKAKBO O0jacHyBame WIH TPUAPYKCH TEKCT
(Maxkemonckiit ['omocs, 1914) . 3HameTo e pBEHO
co 0el KaHTOH, BO KOj MMa IIpBEH emHopor (U
MOKpaj TOa IMITO Ce€ CMeTa JeKa TOa BCYIIHOCT TO
MpeTcTaByBa KOWHOT Ha Asekcanmap, bykedan).
Bo momHmMoOT arom Ha cioOOMHUOT NI € YeTBPT-
COHIIE BO 3J7aTHA 00ja CO MHOTY 3pallyl MPUKaKaHU
KaKoO TECHH 3JIATHH JIMHUH, OKOJy KOU € HATIUCOT
CO yKpacHM KocH OykBH BO 3naTHa 6oja: ,,Ennna
HezaBucuMa Makenonus™ (cin. 21). OBa 3Hame e
peakuuja Ha bamkanckure BojHEH (1912-1913) BO
KOM OCMaHJjIMcKaTa MpoBHHIM]ja MakenoHuja Ouia
OJICJICHA O] HEJ3UHUTE COCE/IH.

Bo 1918
Maxke/ioHHja 110

TOJMHA,
CpbOuja cranan
men on KpamcrBoro mHa CpOure,

JIeNOoT Ha

XpBatute u CIOBEHIHTE, IOMIOITHA
MperMeHyBaHO  BO  JyrociaBuja.
3a Bpeme
BojHa, JlemMokparcka DemepaTuBHA
MakeioHHja TIOCTUI'HAa CYBEPEHUTET
Bo pamkute Ha JyrocmaBmja mpeky ACHOM
KaKoO ,,pelICHHe Ha MAaKEJOHCKOTO HAaIMOHAIHO
npamame. ACHOM, uectonmaru HapeudeH ,,Btop
WNnunpen ce oapxa Ha 2 aBryct 1944 ronuna, Ha
41-rogumuangara o1 WMIMHAEHCKOTO BOCTAaHUE BO
1903 roguHa, naBajku nepueniuuja 3a KOHTHHYUTET.

OcHoBara Ha TU3ajHOT HA MaKeIOHCKOTO 3HaMe
npousiiese ox CoBeTyBameTo Ha [ J1aBHUOT mTad Ha
HOB u I10J Bo Ctomnune, bocua u Xepierosuna Bo
1941 ronuna. OBa cOBETYBamwe ' IOCTaBU TEMEJINTE

Ha Bropara cBercka

Ha TApTHU3aHCKWTE EAWHWIM Ha JyrociaBwja,
JneuHUpaHU Kako OOpPOCHU €UHMIIM Ha HAPOIMUTE
Ha JyrociaBuja, a Kako cBOj Oener ja neduHupa
3aeIHO
3Hame. HapoaHOTO 3HaMe IUTyC I[pBEHA METOKpaKa

L[pBeHAaTa IICTOKpaKa, CO HApOIHOTO
CTaHaa 3HAMHIbaTa Ha IIOBEKETO PEeIyOJMKH BO
jyrocioBerckara (demeparnuja. OBOj KOHIENT
Ce OIpa3d TOJOIHA Kora Oelle Tu3ajHHpaHo
MakenoHckoTo 3Hame (bunren 1941).

Bo meroro 1943 rommnHa, Ha ociio0oaeHarTa
Teputopyja Bo JlomymHuk mpBHar ce pasroBapaio
3a TU3ajHOT HA UTHOTO MaKeIOHCKO JIPIKaBHO 3HAME.
OBa ce ciydmIiio Ha COCTaHOKOT Ha [ 'eHepammraboT
Ha HOB wu I[IOM, kora komanmaHtor Mmuxajio
ATIOCTOJICKH C€ MOATOTBYBAN Jla 3aMHHE BO OWTKA.
Toj mpamain: ,llaptuzanckure enuHUIM Tpeda
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in St. Petersburg, Russia, and published in
the journal Makedonskiy Golos in 1914, as an
illustration titled “Macedonian Flag” without any
explanation or accompanying text (MakemoH-
ckiit ['omocw, 1914). The flag is red with a white
canton bearing a red unicorn (despite having
been perceived by some as Alexander’s horse,
Bucephalus). In the lower fly corner is a quarter-
sun in gold with many rays depicted as narrow
gold lines, around which runs the inscription in
decorative oblique letters in gold: “Exuna ne-
3apucuMa Maxkenouus” (Edina Nezavisima
Makedonija, One Independent Macedonia) (Fig.
21). This flag was a reaction to the Balkan Wars
(1912—-1913) after which the Ottoman province
of Macedonia was divided into four
parts by its neighbors: the recently
independent kingdoms of Greece,
Bulgaria, Albania, and Serbia.

In 1918 the portion of
Macedonia under Serbia became
part of the Kingdom of Serbs,
Croats, and Slovenes (later
renamed  Yugoslavia). During
the Second World War Democratic Federal
achieved sovereignty  within
Yugoslavia through the Anti-Fascist Assembly
of the People’s Liberation of Macedonia
(ASNOM) as a “solution to the Macedonian
national question”. ASNOM, often referred to as
the “Second Ilinden” (St. Elijah’s Day) was held
on 2 August 1944, the 41st anniversary of the
Ilinden Uprising in 1903—giving perception of
historical continuity.

The basis of the design of the Macedonian
flag emerged from the Conference of the General
Headquarters of the National Liberation Partisan
Units of Yugoslavia in Stolice, Bosnia and
Herzegovina in 1941. This laid the foundation
for the partisan units of Yugoslavia, defined as
combat units of the peoples of Yugoslavia, and
defined the red five-pointed star, together with
the people’s national flag, as their distinguishing
mark. A national flag plus a red five-pointed star
became the flags of most of the federal republics
in the Yugoslav Federation. This concept was
later repeated when the Macedonian flag was
designed (bunten 1941).

In the summer of 1943, the design of the future
Macedonian national flag was discussed for the

Macedonia
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ma Bear 3HaMme. A kakBo ke Omme 3Hamero?* Ilo
aHaJM3aTa Ha 3HaMUBara Ha MIHMHIEHCKOTO

Bocranue o 1903 rogmnHa, 6MII0 M30PaHO IPBEHO
32 TMapTH3AHCKH
Cronurge,

3game. Crmopen oapendute
3HamMuma Ha COBETYBameTO BO
MaKeJOHCKOTO TAapTHU3aHCKO 3HaMe
BO IICHTApPOT UMa IIPBEHa IIEeTOKpaKa,
oOpabeHa co koiTo-3mMaTtHa 0o0ja
(Comyncku 1993, 102) (cn. 22). Bo
cequiurero Ha [IOM Bo JlonymiHuk,
KuueBo, € oapeaeH u3riaenoT Ha
MaKeJI0HCKOTO 3HaMe - LIPBEHO T0JIe
CO WCTa IPBEHAa TETKpaka SBe3/a,
HO co xontu padboBu (MnaneHoscku 2004 r. 24).
MefyToa, moHeKoram sBe3jaTa
Ounaa BO KAHTOHOT, KakO IITO
ce riena Ha (ororpaduja ox
KuaeBo Bo cemremBpu 1943
rojauna (ci. 23). Bo manudecror
ma Illtabor wa HOB u I[IOM
KOH MAaKeJIOHCKHOT HapoJ0T H
MaJIITHHCTBAaTa BO MakeaoHHja
om okrtoMBpu 1943 rommHa
ce 30opyBa 3a  3HAMETO
Kako ,,3Hamero Ha Kpymesckara Permy0Ommka®
(Marudect 1943).

[IpoTo  crnomeHyBame  Ha
odurmjaHUTe MOKYyMEHTH € Bo Ilpormacor o
MaKeJIOHCKHOT HapoJ of 19 noemBpu 1944 roauna:
,»BUCOKO C€ JHUra I[PBEHOTO MAaKEIOHCKO 3Hame'
HaJl OoclI00O0JIeHaTa TEPUTOPHja, a MOTO0a HEKOJKY
naparpadu IoJoIHA: ,,3aHeCeTe I'o IITO MOOpry
L[PBEHOTO TAPTH3aHCKO 3HAME BO HAIIETO POIHO
Ckomje, pa3BejTe IO BHCOKO HaJl HETOBHOT BPQ®.
(ITpesunuym 1944).

Toa cyrepupa Jexka BO Xuepapxujara Ha

3HaM¢e BO

CUMOOJIMTE IPBEHOTO 3HAME CTaHall0 OCHOBA Ha
Koja Owiie MOCTaBeHW APYT'W MOXKHHM CHMOOIIH,
SBe3Jla CO TMeT Kpaka WK HemTo Apyro. LlpBeHoTo
3HaMe OWJIO MEePIUIMUPAHO W KAKO MAaKEJIOHCKO M
Kako mapTu3zancko. OBa mpowmsierysa ox (hakToT
JeKa MaKeJIOHCKOTO 3HaMEe W 3HaMHmbaTa Ha
IPYTUTE JYTOCIOBEHCKH pemnyOnnkm Oea TIpBO
BOGHH 3HaMHIba KOM c€ TpaHChOpMHUpale BO
JIpKaBHUTE CUMOONM Ha Imecte QeaepaaHu
perryonmukn. OBa HCTO Taka IIOKaKyBa Kako
JIBOjHA CHMOOJIMKa MOXE J1a OTICTOjyBa BO HCTO
Bpeme. On engHa cTpaHa, MakEAOHCKOTO 3HaMe
Ouio moBp3aHO co 3Hamero Ha Kpymesckara
PenyOnuka, xoe ce croMeHyBa BO JAp)KaBHaTa
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first time in the liberated territory in Lopushnik.
At a meeting of the General Staff of the Peoples’
Liberation Partisan Units of Macedonia (PUM),
Commander Mihajlo Apostolski was preparing
to go into battle and asked: “Partisan units
should fly a flag. And what will be
the flag?” After analyzing the flags
of the Ilinden Uprising of 1903, a
red flag was chosen. In accordance
with the provisions for partisan flags
in the advisory order in Stolice, the
Macedonian flag bore a red five-
pointed star in the center, bordered
in yellow-gold (Comyncku 1993, 102) (Fig.
22). At the headquarters of PUM
in  Lopushnik, Kichevo, the
appearance of the Macedonian
flag was similarly determined—a
red field with the same red five-
pointed star, but with yellow
edges (MnanmenoBcku 2004, 24).
However, sometimes the star was
in the canton, as seen a photograph
from Kichevo in September 1943
(Fig.23). The Manifesto of the Headquarters
of the People’s Liberation Army and Partisan
Units of Macedonia to the Macedonia People
and Minorities in Macedonia of October 1943
describes the flag as the “Krushevo Republic's
Flag”.

Thefirstmention ofaflagin official documents
is in the Proclamation to the Macedonian People
of 19 November 1944: “the red Macedonian flag
is flown high” over the liberated territory, then
a few paragraphs later: “Bring the red partisan
flag as soon as possible in our native Skopje, fly
it high above its mountain.” (Presidium 1944).

This suggests that in the hierarchy of
symbols, the red flag became the basis on which
other possible symbols would be placed, a five-
pointed star or something else. The red flag was
perceived as both Macedonian and Partisan,
because the Macedonian flag and the flags of
other Yugoslav republics were first military flags
which transformed into the state symbols of the
six federal republics. This also shows how dual
symbolism can persist at the same time. On the
one hand, the Macedonian flag was related to the
flag of the Krushevo Republic of 1903, which
is mentioned in the national anthem Today over
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xuMHa Jlenec nao Makeoonuja ce para.' Bropata
cTpoda nounysa ,,OJ HOBO cera 3HaMeTo ce Bee Ha
Kpymesckara Permy0Onuka™. OBa 3Hame e cumOom
Ha 100-rogumHaTta 60pba 3a cmoboma, a om mpyra
cTpaHa € cMMOOJ Ha MapTH3aHCKOTO JBIKEHE BO
HOB, nmocneqnaTa 1 HajBakHa eTarma oj Taa oopoa.
3aroa, TUIEpUTE CO TPOMIIACOT mobapaa 3HAMETO Ja
ce ojHece Bo rimaBHHUOT rpaj Ckorje, Kako cuMO0
Ha KOHEeYHara rmodesia U KOHEUHOTO 0CJI000/1yBamke
Ha MakeoH#Hja.
Bo 0Boj mepuos, 3HaMeTo Ha

CCCP Owio momynapHO Kako U S
3HaMeTO Ha KOMyHI/ICTI/I‘{KaTa NPONETEPYU O CUTE 3EMJM, OBEIVHETE CE !
napTtuja Ha JyrocnaBuja KoM ce co *

CIIMYHM JM33jHH: I[PBCHO 3HaME
CO IIPBEHA TETOKpaKa SBE3/la BO
KaHTOHOT, 00OCHAa BO 3JIaTO, CO
BKPCTEH YeKaH U cpil. Bo ropHuor
JIeTT Of] 3HAMETO € UCTIUIIIAH CIIOTaHoT ,, I Iponerepu ox
cute 3eMju odenuneTte ce™) (ci1. 24).

3aameTto Ha HP Makenonuja € yTBpJICHO BO WICH
4 on Hej3uHUOT YctaB on 31 mexemBpu 1946 roauna
(Ciryxx6en 1947). Toa e mpBero Bo coomHoc 1:2. Ha
HETO0 MMa IPBEeHA ITETOKpaKa SBe3/1a BO
KaHTOHOT, KOja C€ OJIZIeITyBa O/ TTOJIETO *
co xonra (Qumbpujammja (ci. 25).
Cropenr 3aKOHOT 3a MAaKEIOHCKOTO
3Hame on 1974 roauHa, AMjamMeTapoT
Ha OITUIIIAHUOT KPYT OKOJY SBe3jara
e 0,33 ox BuUCHHATA HA 3HAMETO, IIITO
3HaYM JieKa € moMajl oj TpoOojkaTa Ha JyrocinaBuja u
Ha Jpyrute penyonuku kaje mto e 0,6 ol BUCHHATa
Ha 3HAMETO.

3HAMHIHA CO COHIIE U JIAB

[To Bropata cBercka BojHa MMalle rojixema Io-
JTUTHYKA eMurpanyja o MakenoHuja, 0COOCHO 10
I'paranckara BojHa Bo I'puuja (1947-1949) u 3moc-
TOPCTBaTa HAHECEHH BP3 MAaKEIOHCKOTO IIMBHJIHO
HacejleHue Tamy. Bo oBoj mepmon ce dopmmpa-
aT pa3IMYHU MaKeIOHCKH HAI[MOHAIHU JBIDKEHA
Bo mujactopara (TomoB 2012). IlounyBajkm of
1956 ronvHa, HAITMOHAIMCTOT U AUCUACHT Jlparan
BornanoBcku opraHu3npan HEKOIKY MaKeIOHCKH
opraam3anni Bo EBpoma. OcinoO0OAWUTENHUOT KO-
muteT Ha Maxkenonuja (OKM) e ocHoBan Bo 1962
roguHa Bo Tpenebopr, llBencka; Bo 1973 roauna
cTaHa J/[Bmxkeme 3a 0cro0omyBame U 00SMHYBAKbE
Ha Makenonuja (JJOOM).

MakesoHCKaTa Jujacriopa, TJIABHO IIPUCYTHA
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Macedonia.? The second stanza starts “Again
the flag of Krushevo Republic is flown”.This
flag was a symbol of the 100-year struggle
for freedom, but also a symbol of the partisan
movement in the National Liberation War, the
last and most important stage of that struggle.
Therefore, with the Proclamation leaders urged
that the flag be taken to the capital of Skopje, as
a symbol of the final victory and final liberation
of Macedonia.

During this period, the flag of
the USSR was popular as well as
the flag of the Communist Party
of Yugoslavia with a similar
design: a red flag with a red
five-pointed star in the canton,
edged in gold, bearing a crossed
hammer and sickle. In the upper
part of the flag appeared the slogan “Workers
from all countries unite” (Fig. 24).

The flag of the People’s Republic of
Macedonia was established in Article 4 of the
constitution of 31 December 1946 (Cmyx0en
1947). It was red in proportions of
1:2. On it is a red five-pointed star
in the canton, distinguished from the
field by a yellow fimbriation (Fig.
25). According to the Macedonian
Flag Law of 1974 the diameter of
the implied circle enclosing the star
is 0.33 of the height of the flag, smaller than on
the tricolor of Yugoslavia and of other republics,
where it is 0.6 of the height of the flag.

FLAGS WITH SUN OR LION

After the Second World War there was
extensive political emigration from Macedonia,
especially after the Greek Civil War (1947—
1949) and the atrocities inflicted on Macedonia’s
civilian population there. Various Macedonian
national movements in the diaspora were formed
in this period (TomoB 2012). Starting in 1956,
dissident nationalist Dragan Bogdanovski
organized several Macedonian organizations
in Europe. The Liberation Committee of
Macedonia (OKM) was founded in 1962 in
Trelleborg, Sweden; in 1973 it became the
Movement for Liberation and Reunification of
Macedonia (DOOM).

The Macedonian diaspora, living mainly
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B0 ABcrpanuja, Kanana u CAJl, npBeHCTBEHO ce
3ajaraja 3a ocja000/yBame n 00eANHYBakE Ha €T-
Hudka Makenonuja. CBojaTa akTHBHOCT ja HACOTy-
BaJla KOH mojjapInka Ha Makegonnure Bo ['pumja,
KaJie ITO THE HEMaaT OCHOBHHM YOBEKOBHU IpaBa,
KaKo IITO € MPaBOTO Ha KOPHUCTEHH¢ Ha HUBHHOT ja-
3uk. Co 0abaByBameTO HA OJJHOCUTE BO PAMKHTE
Ha jyrocioBeHckara Qenepanrja Bo 1988 romuna
JI0j 1€ IO IPBUTE jaBHU U CIIOHTAHU COOMPH IPOTHB
HeraTopckuot oxHoc Ha ['prmja kon MakenoHuja u
MakenoHIuTe, 0COOEHO KOH OHHUE LITO JKMUBEAT BO
Erejcka Makenonuja. OBa ce coBmajaHa co OJUTy-
kara Ha ['punja 1a ro npeumMenyBa cBoeto MuHuC-
TepcTBO 3a CeBepHa ['puuja Bo MUHUCTEPCTBO 32
Makenonuja u Tpakuja, ITO J0jAe KaKO MPOMEHA
O]l HEej3UHATa MPETXOHA TO3UIMja - HETHpamke Ha
CaMoTO TIOCTOCHE Ha MakeoHH]ja - BO TBPJACHETO
neka MakeJJoHHMja OTCeKoTall Ouiia v € caMo IpyKa.

CoHIIETO Kako MUJIGHHYMCKH cumOon Ha Ma-
KeJIOHHM]ja T0OOM MOCHITHO CUMOOIMYKO 3HAYCHE 110
OTKPHBAKETO Ha KpaJsickaTa rpoOHHIIa BO Bepruna
(maxemoncku Kytnemnr) Bo 1977 roauna. Bo nero
€ TpoHajaeH capkodar, BepojaTHO Ha KpayroT Du-
qun I MakegoHCKH, cO KapaKTepUCTUYHA CJIMKA
Ha coHIero.? bunejku capkodaror Hema 6ou, Kora
MaKeJOHCKaTa JHjacriopa IMoYHa Ja Bee 3HaMe CO
Taa CiIMKa Ha coHuero onx Bepruna/Kymiem Bo
1986 roauHa, TM KOpUCTEIIe OOUTE Ha aKTyeITHOTO
MaKeJIOHCKO P)KaBHO 3HaMe, 371aTHA H [pBeHa.

OBa 3HaMe 3aeJHO CO IPBEHO 3HaMe CO
37aT€H JlaB C€ Beeja Ha TOJIEMHUTE NPOTECTH Ha
MakeJoHCcKaTa Jaujacropa, kako onoj mpen OOH
Bo bbyjopk (Exclusive 1988), kako u Bo ABcTpa-
nja u Amepuka Ha 25 deBpyapu 1988 romuna
(Macedonian protest 2017), Bo MenOypH Ha 26 HO-
emBpu 1989 ronuna (Ethnic Macedonians 1989) u
B0 ToponTo Ha 25 mapt 1990 ronguna (Macedonian
Protest 1990).

Baxksu mpotectn ce oaprxkaa Bo Ckorje, Hajup-
BuH Ha 23 HoeMBpHu 1988 rommHa mpen TPUKHOT
xonzynar (First open 1988) u Bo heBpyapu 1990 ro-
JIMHA Ha TPAJICKUOT IUIOLITA, TIIABHO CO YIoTpeda
Ha TPAHCIIAPEHTH W 3HAMHIbA Ha
CP Makenonuja u Jyrocnasuja.

LlpBeno 3Hame co JaB ce
M0jaBH Ha JIOTOTO Ha BECHHKOT
Ha JIOOM, OOemunera Make-
noHHuja, o0jaBeH BO MHUHXEH BO
1975 ropuna (cn. 26). bennot
XepaJlAM4KH J1aB € 0e3 KpyHa u
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in Australia, Canada, and the U.S., primarily
advocated the liberation and unification of
ethnic Macedonia. It directed its activity toward
supporting the Macedonians in Greece, where
they lacked basic human rights, such as the
right to use their language. With the loosening
of relations within the Yugoslav Federation
in 1988 came the first public and spontaneous
against negative attitude

Macedonia and the Macedonians,
especially toward those living in the Aegean part
of Macedonia. This coincided with Greece’s
decision to rename its Ministry of Northern
Greece as the “Ministry of Macedonia and
Thrace”, a change from its previous position—
denying the very existence of Macedonia—to
asserting that Macedonia had always been and
was only Greek.

The sun as a millennia-old symbol of
Macedonia gained stronger symbolic meaning
after the discovery of the royal tomb in Vergina
(Kutlesh in Macedonian) in 1977. In it a
sarcophagus was found, presumably that of King
Philip II of Macedonia, bearing a distinctive sun
image.® As the sarcophagus had no colors, when
the Macedonian diaspora began to fly a flag with
that Vergina/Kutlesh sun image in 1986, it used
the current Macedonian national flag’s colors of
gold and red.*

This flag, together with a red flag with golden
lion, was flown at the large protests by the
Macedonian diaspora, such as the one in front of
the United Nations in New Y ork (Exclusive 1988)
as well in Australia and elsewhere in America
on 25 February 1988 (Macedonian protest
2017), then in Melbourne on 26 November 1989
(Ethnic Macedonians 1989), and in Toronto on
25 March 1990 (Macedonian Protest 1990).

Similar protests took place in Skopje, first on
23 November 1988 in front of the Greek consulate
(First Open 1988), and in February 1990 in the city
square, mainly using protest signs and Socialist
Republic of Macedonia and
Yugoslav flags.

A red flag with a lion
appeared on the masthead of
the DOOM s newspaper OGe-
nuHeta Makenonuja [United

rallies Greece’s

towards

“41 OKTOMBPH“ -BTOPHOT Maxepnoncku Hnunpen
Cn./Fig. 26
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Macedonia], published in
Munich in 1975 (Fig. 26).
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CO e/IHA Omalika, HajJ HEero
nma 0Oen TexkcT ,,Makeno-
HHja“. 3HaMe CO UCTUOT IH-
3ajH TMOJOIHA Ke Ce Bee Ha
OCHOBAYKOTO coOpaHHEe Ha
BMPO-AIIMHE Bo Ckomje
Bo 1990 romuna (cit. 27).

3HaMeTO Ha COHIETO Of
Kytnem npsmar jaBHO ce Bee-
e Bo MaxkenoHuja Ha OiioKa-
JTUTE Ha MaKeJIOHCKO-TpYKaTa
rpannua Ha 21 ampun 1990 ronuna (Ilerpos 2017).
Brokanute ru opranusupaiie CBETCKHOT MaKeIOH-
CKHU KOHI'PEC, aruTHUPAjKU 32 YKUHYBAhE Ha BU3HTE,
adupmanja Ha monoxOara u mpaBata Ha Make-
JoHIUTe BO ['prja u JprkaBjaHCTBA, TparaHCKH U
HacJIe/IHU TIpaBa 3a MakeJOoHIMTE HACHUIIHO TPO-
TEpaHu OJi erejCKUOT Jesl Ha Makenonuja on bai-
KaHCKHUTE BOjHU 0 ['paraHckara BojHa BO ['pruja
(ITerpos 2015).

Bo 0Boj nepuoJ mapTHUTE OJ1 JIeCHUIIATA (4eCTO
HAIIMOHAJMCTHYKHA U €THHYKH (POKyCcHUpa-
HU) BO HUBHUTE aMOJIEMH T€HEPaJTHO KO-
pucTea HAIMOHAIHA CHMOOIH — 3JIaTHH-
OT J1aB OJ1 3eMCKHOT TpO Ha MakenoHuja
U 371aTHOTO 16-3pauyno conue Kyrtnem Ha
upBeHo mone. [laptuure BO mEHTapoT U
JIEBO TJIABHO KOPHICTEA HWICOJIONIKU aM-
OnemMu, BKIY4yBajKH ONINTH CHUMOOIH,
Kako ILITO Ce SBE3IUTE WM CHHaTa 0oja,
MOBP3aHU CO HEKO] MICOJIOUIKH KOHLENT
(ITonoscku 2005, 15).

[IpBaTa mosuTHYKAa OpraHMU3aIHja BO
Makenonuja, J|Buxkeme 3a ceMaKe1I0HCKa
aknja — MAAK, Geme ¢opmupana Bo
Ckorje Ha 4 gepyapu 1990 roauna, co HalMoHa-
JICH/€THUYKU CUMOOJT 32 TIPUBIICKYBakE KYITYPHU
AKTHBHCTH. 3HamMeTo Oelie PHO-IPBEHO-I[PHA TPO-
0ojKa co 37aTHA JIGHTa BO JIOJIHATA JICHTA U COHIIC
OJT TUHEAPEH THUII BO MEHTAPOT (CI1. 28).

Ha ocHoBaukuoT KOHIpec Ha

BMPO-AIIMHE na 17 jyau 1990
rojuHa Bo CKoITje ¥ Ha IpYT'H KOH-
rpecu O0ea UCTaKHATH 3HAMUbA CO
pa3iryYHU JIAaBOBH U coHIIA. Bo ec-
enra 1991 roguna, BMPO-JIIIM-
HE wu30pa cnemuduuno 3Hame
XOPHU30HTAJIHO TOJEJIECHO LPBEHO
U LPHO CO IJPBEH KAaHTOH co 16
3pauu coHie (ci. 29).
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15

The white heraldic lion has
a single tail and no crown;
above it is “Macedonia” in
white. A flag with the same
design would later be flown
at the founding assembly of
VMRO-DPMNE (Internal
Macedonian Revolutionary
Organization—Democratic
Party  for
National Unity) in Skopje in

Macedonian

1990 (Fig. 27).

The Kutlesh sun flag first flew in public in
Macedonia at the blockades on the Macedonian-
Greek border on 21 April 1990 (Petrov 2017).
The World Macedonian Congress organized the
blockades, agitating for the abolition of visas,
affirmation of the position and rights of the
Macedonians in Greece, and citizenship, civil,
and hereditary rights for Macedonians forcibly
expelled from the Aegean part of Macedonia
from the Balkan Wars through the Greek
Civil War (Petrov 2015).

During this period the parties on the right
(often nationalist and ethnically focused)
generally used national symbols—the gold
lion of the land arms of Macedonia and the
gold 16-rayed Kutlesh sun on a red field—in
their emblems. The parties in the center and
on the left mainly used ideological emblems,
including general symbols such as stars or the
color blue, associated with some ideological
concept (Popovski 2005, 15).

The first political organization in
Macedonia (“Movement for All-Macedonian
Action” —MAAK) was formed in Skopje on 4
February 1990, with a national/ethnic symbol to
attract cultural activists. The flag was a black-red-
black tricolor with a gold bar in the lower stripe and
a linear-type sun in the center (Fig. 28).

At the founding congress of
VMRO-DPMNE on 17 June
1990 in Skopje and at other
congresses, flags were displayed
with different lions and the suns.
In the autumn of 1991, VMRO-
DPMNE chose a specific flag
horizontally divided red and
black with red canton with
16-rayed sun (Fig. 29).
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3HAMETO HA HE3ABUCHOCTA

HeszaBucnocra Bo 1991 roamna ja najae Pemy-
Oymmka Maxkemonwuja ,,cCAMOOTUYIHO U ,,aMOIeMaTHY-
HO* HETTOATOTBEHA. 32 pa3JInKa O] IPYTUTE JyTOCIO-
BEHCKH peryOoukn, BO MakemoHHja eTHOT IPOoIec
Ha HE3aBHCHOCT C€ OBHMBAIIIE IO I[PBEHO 3HAME CO
retokpaka. OBa 3HaMe Oelrie MPBUOT Pa3INKyBauKH
3HAaK Ha MaKeJIOHCKUTE BOJHHIIM, OMNIEjKH THE HO-
cea ucra yaudopma kako u JHA. Ilox oBa 3Hame
3aKJIeTBaTa ja Jlaj0a MPBUTE BOJHUIIM Ha ApMujaTa
Ha PenyGnuka Makenonuja Ha 9 maj 1992 roauna.

On 1990 ronuHa HaBamy, BaTa CUMOOJH KOU
MPETXOTHO TH KOPHCTEIIe MaKeJOHCKaTa Jujac-
rmopa — 3JIATHHOT JaB U 3JIaTHOTO 16-3payHO COH-
Lle Ha IPBEHO TOJIe — MoJieKa Oea MPeTCTaBeHH Ha
jaBHOCTa BO Makesonuja. [Ipumep 3a Toa jacHo ce
rieia Ha MUTHHTOT Bo CKoIIje 3a TIporyiacyBambe Ha
pesyaratute oa pedepeHayMOT 32 HE3aBUCHOCT Ha
8 cenremBpu 1991 rogmHa, Kora MoXea Ja ce BU-
JaT caMo HEKOJIKy oj THe 3Hamuma (Pedepenmym
1991). OBa r0 AeMOHCTpHpa MPOIECOT HU3 KOj THE
ToJIeKa BJIET0a BO JaBHUOT MPOCTOP U TIOYHAA J]a CE
JOKUBYBaaT Kako HAIlMOHAIHU cuMOonum Bo Perry-
O0ymka Makenonuja. HuBHaTa mormyiapHOCT 3HAUN-
TEJTHO Ke C€ 3TOJIEMH CIie/IHaTa TOJIMHA KoTra Ke ce
oJlp>KaT n300pHUTeE 3a IP)KaBHUTE CUMOOJIH, CIICACHN
BHHUMATEITHO OJ1 jaBHOCTA.

YcraBor Ha PemmyOnuka Makenonuja ox 17 Ho-
emBpu 1991 roguna He T'M yTBpIU AP>KABHUTE CUM-
0oxm, HO BO wieH 5 murrysa: ,,I'pOot, 3HamMeTo u
XUMHaTa Ha PerryOnuka MakeioHuja ce yTBpayBaaT
CO 3aKOH KOj C€ JIOHECyBa CO JBOTPETHHCKO MHO-
3MHCTBO TJIACOBU OJ] BKYITHUOT OpOj MpaTeHUIU" .
VYCTaBHHOT 3aKOH 3a CIPOBEAYyBame Ha Y CTaBOT
Ha PenyOnmka MakenoHuja, BO WieH 8 MpeaBHIy-
Ba JIeKa: ,,3aKOHOT 3a rpOOT, 3HAMETO U XUMHATa Ha
Peny0Onunka MakeoHuja ke ce JIOHECE BO POKOT OJ1
IIeCT MECEIH O] IEHOT Ha MPOTJIacyBamkeTo Ha Y-
TaBoT. /o JoHecyBame Ha 3aKOHOT ce IPUMEHYBaaT
MTOCTOjHUTE CUMOOIH ™.

[Ipouenypure TpenBuayBaa CIPOBEIYBAmbE
jaBeH KOHKypC OJl KOj YcCTaBHaTa KOMHCHja O
n3bupana mpemno3u 3a cumbommre. Kommcujarta
(hopmupamie paboTHa Tpyma, mpeaBojeHa ox Tuto
[leTkoBCKH, KOja yCBOM pacriope]] 3a jaBeH KOHKYPC,
Haco4YeH KOH JIOHEeCyBame Ha 3aKOHOT Ha 20 Mmaj
1992 roanHa, BO COTJIACHOCT CO Y CTaBHUOT 3aKOH
(ITerpos 1992). Cnopen [lerkoBcku, BMPO-/II1IM-
HE Bpmena mputncok 3a mpoMeHa Ha 3HAMETO,
» [PUTHCOKOT 3a IIpOMEHa Ha TpOOT HE OWII TOJIKY
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THE INDEPENDENCE FLAG

Independence in 1991 found the Republic of
Macedonia “symbolically” and “emblematically”
unprepared. Unlike the other Yugoslav republics,
in Macedonia the entire independence process
took place under the red flag with a five-pointed
star. This flag was the first distinctive patch
symbol for Macedonian soldiers, since they wore
the same uniform as the Yugoslav People’s Army.
The first soldiers of the Army of the Republic of
Macedonia took their oath under this flag on 9
May 1992.

From 1990 onward the two symbols previously
used by the Macedonian diaspora—the gold lion
and the gold 16-rayed sun on a red field—were
slowly introduced to the public inside Macedonia.
An example of this is clearly seen at the rally
in Skopje for the proclamation of the results of
the Independence Referendum on 8 September
1991, where only a few of those flags could be
seen (Pedepenaym 1991). This demonstrates
the process through which these slowly entered
the public space and began to be perceived as
national symbols in the Republic of Macedonia.
Their popularity would significantly increase the
following year when the election on state symbols,
followed closely by the public, took place.

The Constitution of the Republic of Macedonia,
dated 17 November 1991, did not determine the state
symbols, but Article 5 stated: “The coat of arms,
flag, and anthem of the Republic of Macedonia
are determined by law adopted by a two-thirds
majority vote of the total number of Members of
the parliament.” The Constitutional Law on the
Implementation of the Constitution of the Republic
of Macedonia stipulated in Article 8 that: “The Law
on the Coat of Arms, the Flag, and the Anthem of
the Republic of Macedonia shall be passed within
the period of six months from the day of the
proclamation of the Constitution. Until the adoption
of the Law, the existing symbols will be used”.

The procedures envisioned conducting a public
competition, from which the Commission would
choose proposals for the symbols. The commission
formed a working group, led by Tito Petkovski,
which adopted a schedule for a public competition,
targeting 20 May 1992 for enacting the law, in
accordance with the Constitutional Law (Ilerpos
1992). According to Petkovski, VMRO-DPMNE
exerted pressure to change the flag, “The pressure to
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CHJICH KaKO 3HAMETO - KaKo CUMOOJ Ha JAp>KaBHOC-
Ta, CYBEPEHUTETOT W WICHTHTETOT Ha MakenoHuja
Ouejkn 3HAMETO ce KOPHUCTH MOoBeKe 01 TpOOT, 0co-
6enHo ox rparanute”. (HomoBcku 2011).

JKuputo 3a 3name u rpbd Ha PemyOnmka Make-
JIOHWja TO counHyBaa AHera CBeTueBa (E€THOJIOT),
Anexcannap llBerkoBcku (ymernuk), Kocra bana-
Oan (ncropryap Ha ymetHocT) U Jumurap Konmos-
cku (ymeTtHuK). Ha KoHKYpCoT, 00jaBeH Ha 25 MapT
1992 roguna, Oea moOapaHu TpeIO3n 3a TPOOT,
3HaMETO W XUMHara Ha PenyOnmka MakenoHuja,
KOM K€ TH ,Hu3pa3aT ApPKaBHOCTAa, CAMOCTOJHOCTA
U cyBepeHUTETOT Ha PemyOnmkaTa, MCTOpUCKHTE
TpaJuLMU, KYJITypHOTO HACIEICTBO M CTPEMEKOT
3a COlMjajJieH M JTyXOBEH HampenoK, MPUPOIHHUTE
KapaKTepUCTUKH Ha PemyOnukara, 3aeTHHIITBOTO
U COXMBOTOT M COBPEMEHMTE CTPEMEXKH 3a JIEMO-
KpaTCKO OIIITECTBO M €BPOIICKA U CBETCKA NHTETpa-
nuja“. (Cinyxoen 1992)

[Ipucturaaa Bxkymao 239 mudpu 3a rpd 1 3HAME
BO Kom Oea moHyIeHHu rojieM Opoj BapujanTu (Cte-
vorpadeku 1992, 1/7). XXupuro pasriena oxomy
4.000 Bapujantu (JlaBot 1992). Kako HajooOpu Oea
n30paHu TpU MHQPH KOU HyIAT MPEUTO3H 1 3a 3Ha-
METO | 3a TpOoT (Buau Tabemna ctp. 21).

Komucujara modapa o aBTOpUTE Ha THE TPH IITH-
(bpu 1a tocTaBat OMOHATEHH MPEIII03H CO UCTO-
TO HOBO 3JIATHO COHIIE Ha I[PBEHO IOJIe 3a TPOOT |
3a 3HameTto. [Ipeanoror nonuecen on ,,OEHUKC
92“, Kocraguun Tanue-/luHkara
(cm. 30), 6eme mpudaren u Biese
BO OQUIMjATHUOT TPEIIIOT-3aK0H
3a rpoot Ha Komucwujata mopnecen
oa nparenuuute Turo IleTkoBckw,
3opan Kpcrescku u Kupo Ilomos-
cku Ha 20 jynu 1992 roauna, Kkako u
MIpeJIIoT 32 3HaMe CO UCTOTO coHIle. Bo HanpT-nipes-
JIOTOT C€ BEJIH:

3namero Ha Pemy0imka MakenoHuja e pBeHO

co xonTo coHue Bo cpennnara. Conrero e co 16

OCHOBHH 3palld, KOM Ce TMpeKpiryBaaT Bo 32 3pa-

Ka, o1 kou 16 ce mocTaBeHU Ha BPBOT 0J1 OCHOBHU-

TE€ 3paiy, a Apyrure 16 ce HaoraaT BO CpelMHATA

Mery JiIBa OCHOBHH 3paka. OHOCOT Ha NIMPOYHNHA-

Ta U JOJDKMHATA HA 3HAMETO € €JICH ClIpeMa JIBa.

[leTkOBCKM HalOMeHyBa JieKa 3HAYECHETO WIIH
CUMOOJIMKATa € UCTOPUCKHOT KOHTHHYUTET Ha KOJI-
TUTE W LPBEHUTE OOW MOBP3aHU CO 3HAMHEbATA HA
Boctanujara. OBue 60U ce jaByBaaT BO CUMOOJIHTE
Ha Anbannure u TypruTe, KOM CO BEKOBH KUBEAT
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change the arms was not as strong as to the flag—as
a symbol of statehood, sovereignty, and the identity
of Macedonia—because the flag is more widely
used than the arms, especially by the citizens.”
(Yomosckm 2011).

The jury for the flag and the coat of arms of
the Republic of Macedonia comprised Aneta
Svetieva (ethnologist), Aleksandar Cvetkovski
(artist), Kosta Balaban (art historian), and Dimitar
Kondovski (artist). The competition, announced
on 25 March 1992, requested proposals for the
national arms, flag, and anthem of the Republic of
Macedonia, which would “express the statehood,
independence and sovereignty of the Republic,
the historical traditions, cultural heritage, and
the aspiration for social and spiritual progress,
the natural characteristics of the Republic, the
unity and coexistence and modern aspirations for
a democratic society, and European and world
integration.” (Ciyx0eHn 1992)

A total of 239 code names for the coat
of arms and the flag arrived and the large
number of participants offered many variants
(Crenorpadeku 1992, 1/7). The jury reviewed
about 4,000 variants (Jlaotr 1992). Three code
names were chosen as the best, offering proposals
both for the flag and the coat of arms (See Table
onp. 21).

The Commission asked those three code
names to submit further proposals
with the same new gold sun on a red
field for the arms and for the flag.
The proposal submitted by “FENIKS
927, Kostadin Tanchev-Dinkata (Fig.
30), was accepted and included in
the Commission’s official Draft Law
on the Coat of Arms submitted by the MPs Tito
Petkovski, Zoran Krstevski, and Kiro Popovski
on 20 June 1992, as well as a proposal for a flag
with the same sun. The draft proposal states:

The flag of the Republic of Macedonia is
red with a yellow (golden) sun in the middle.
The sun has 16 primary rays that break into 32
rays, 16 of which are at the top of the primary
rays, and the other 16 are in the middle between
primary rays. The ratio of the sides is 1:2.
Petkovski mentioned the significance or

symbolism was the historical continuity of the
yellow and red colors associated with the flags
of the uprisings. These colours appeared in the
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3aeiHO cO Make/JIOHIIUTE Ha OBUE TPOCTOPH; HCTO
Taka, MakeIOHIIUTEe HE TH MOBP3yBaaT OBUE CHUM-
00JM Co HempHjaTell, OKYImaTop WiH POICTBO. T0j
HE TO CIIOMEHYBa COHIIETO M HErOBOTO 3HAYCHE,
HO TBPJH JIeKa CUMOOJIHTE ce 0CI000IeHH Off TeH-
JIEHINA 32 00HOBYBam€ HA TOJIEMHUTE KPaJICTBa O
muHaToTo. [loHaTaMy, TOj U3jaBu Jexa cuMOoInNTE
HE HaBpeayBaaT APYTH HAPOAW W TparaHu Ha JIPy-
TH Jp)KaBW, HE € MPHUCBOEH HUTY €/IeH CTPAHCKHU
cUMOOJT 1 JiIeKa CUMOOJIMTE HeMa J1a UMaaT ITHPOKO
pacrnpocTpaHeTH LITETHH aCOLMjalliH 33 OAPEICHH
Haponu u apxkasu (CreHorpadeku 1992, 1/12).

[lokpaj oBoj mpolec, MpaTeHHIIHU-
T€ JaBaa MHOTY NMPEIJIO3U U YecToma-
TH TOBTOPHO TH IOJHECYBaa HCTHUTE
MpeIo3n OTKAaKO enHam uM Oea of-
Oouenu. [IpBHOT mpeasior 3a 3HaAMETO
CO CcoHIlE co 16 3parm, cera mMo3HATO
kako Kyrnem/Sse3na ox Bepruna, ro
nai Tomop Ilerpos oz 1 jynu 1992 ro-
nuHa. Toj Oerre MpeIoKeH TPH MaTH,
CO PAa3NUYHU TOJIEMHHU Ha COHIIETO
(cm. 31). IlpBHOT mpemIoT IMAaIIe Ipo-
mopuum 1:2; CoHueBmoT AuCK € 1/5
Ol BUCHHATa Ha 3HAMETO, IOJDKHHA
Ha TIOKpaTKUTE 3palld € eJHaKBa Ha
IjaMeTapoT Ha JAUCKOT, a OJTHOCOT Ha
MOKpaTKUTE U mojoiarute 3pauu 1:1,5.
Bropuot npemior, ox 8 jynu 1992 ro-
JMHA, UMa MPONopHMU 2:3, MOJONTHTE 3palu ce
1,5 maTu morojemMu o AWjaMETAPOT HA COHUYEBUOT
JMCK M OHOCOT Ha MOKPATKHU U TIOAOJITH 3pau 6:7.
Tpernor mpeansor uma NPONOPIHUU
1:2, conueBHOT AUCK 1/7 01 BUCHHA-
Ta Ha 3HAMETO W OJHOCOT Ha IOKpaT-
ki 1 noznoiaru 3pamu 7:8 (Jonovski
2019, 6).

IlerpoB naxe u apyr npemjior 3a
3HAMETO: I[PBEHO €O 37aTeH jaB. Tak-
BO 3HaMe CO JIaB MoJI0IHA Oeriie rmojjHeceHo oy Pat-
ka Jlmmutposcka Ha 21 jymu 1992 roguna (ci. 32).
Hpyr npemtor 3a 3HameTo Ha ank AGau To 3ampika
LIPBEHOTO TI0JIe, HO IPBEHATa METOKPaKa ja 3aMEeHU
co rp6oT Ha Perry6nnka Makenonuja 6e3 ipBeHa rre-
Tokpaka (ci. 33).

[Ipennoror 3a 3HaMe CO COHIIe-
to on Kyrmem Oeme Hempudarins
3a Komwucujara u npyrurte BIaauHH
YJICHOBM CO KOMYHHCTHYKA 3a/IHHU-
Ha, TBPJIEjKH JIeKa OBOj CUMOOJ Ke ja
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18

symbols of the Albanians and Turks who, for
centuries, lived together with the Macedonians in
these areas; also, Macedonians did not associate
these symbols with an enemy, an occupier,
or slavery. He did not mention the sun and its
meanings but asserted that the symbols were free
from the claims of renewal of great kingdoms
from the past. Further, he stated that the symbols
did not offend other nations and citizens of other
states, no foreign symbol was adopted, and the
symbols would not have widespread harmful
associations for certain nations and states
(Crenorpadceku 1992, 1/12).

Regardless of this process, the
MPs made many proposals and often
resubmitted the same proposals after
repeated rejections. The first proposal
for the flag, with a 16-rayed sun,
now known as the Kutlesh/Star of
Vergina, was made by Todor Petrov
of 1 June 1992. It was proposed three
times, with evolving sizes of the sun
(Fig. 31). The first proposal had 1:2
proportions, the sun’s disk 1/5 of the
flag’s height, the shorter rays’ length
equal to the disk’s diameter, and the
ratio of shorter to longer rays 1:1.5.
The second proposal, of 8 June 1992,
had 2:3 proportions, the longer rays
1.5 times the diameter of the sun’s disk, and
the ratio of shorter to longer rays 6:7. The third
proposal had 1:2 proportions, the sun’s disk 1/7
of the flag’s height, and the ratio of
shorter to longer rays 7:8 (Jonovski
2019, 6).

Petrov also made another
proposal for the flag: red with a gold
lion. Such a flag with a lion was later
submitted by Ratka Dimitrovska on
21 July 1992 (Fig. 32). Another proposal by Faik
Abdi kept the red field but replaced the red five-
pointed star with the coat of arms of the Republic
of Macedonia without the red five-pointed star
(Fig. 33).

The proposal for a flag with
Kutlesh sun was unacceptable to the
Commission and other government
members with communist
background, claiming that this
symbol would anger Greece, as it
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HayTh ['puuja Ouaejku moyHaa ja KOPUCTAT CHHO
3HaMe CO WCT THIT Ha 3HaAME Kako ,,rpukara’ Make-
TOHW]a.

JIucabomckara nexinapanyja Ha EBpornickara Yauja
on 27 jyau 1992 romuHa T0 yCIoByBaIle Mpru3HaBambe-
TO Ha He3aBHCHOCTA Ha Perry0Oika Makenonmja, camo
0J] M€ TITO HeMa Jia TO COApKU 300poT ,,Makemo-
uuja* (Mcropuja 2008, 331). Toa npenusBrka rojaeMm
THEB U TIPOTECTH Kaj MakeJloHInTe, KOH ce KpeHaa BO
on0paHa Ha UMETO Ha CBOjaTa 3eMja U BO THEB IPO-
tuB ['punja. OBue yyBcTBa OM OMIIe IBMKEUKa
CHJIa Jla ce TOTJIeIHe Ha aHTHYKUTE KOMIIO-
HEHTH BO W3rpajdara Ha ,,HOBHOT® cHMOO-
mmueH uneHturer. Cnopen CrojaH AHJOB,
ToraieH npercenaren Ha Codpanuero Ha Pe-
nyosivka Makenonuja u npercegaren Ha Ko-
MHCHjaTa 38 yCTAaBHU Mpalama, 16-3paunoro
COHIIE HA 3HAMETO € M30paHO MOpaJl THEBOT .4%%
Ha HaceJIeHHeTo KoH JIncaboHcKara aexapa-
uuja (Aumaos 2017).

[onmuTHukuTe MapTUM TOCTHTHAA JOTO-
BOp 3a TU3ajH Ha 3Hame co 16 3pamu conrie. [lotoa, Ha
noBuk Ha Tomop Ilerpos, Ha 30 jymu 1992 roguna ce
noroBopriie 3a rpd co ucroro conre (ci. 34) (I'pyma
1992c).

Ocaen nporiecot Bo CoOpaHHeTo, CBON
TIPEIYIO3H TIpaTvja M HEKOM BEKCIUIONO3H
ox ceerort. [lon Bacon ox MuctutyToT 3a
3HaMHEba OJ1 JIOH/IOH TIpaTwIl TIpezyIor 3a
JsajH Ha 3Hame. [ Ipemioror e ipeeHo-1p-
HO XOPHM3OHTATHO 3HAME CO IPH BH3aH-
THCKH Opelt 1 Tpu sBe3m (c1.35) (Round
1992, 6).

[To MHOTY TIpeBHpama, KOHEUYHO, 3HAMETO U Jp-
’KaBHaTa XuMHa, JleHec Hajx Makenonuja (ce para
HOBO COHIIE Ha cj1000/1aTa), Oca ycBoeHnu o Cobpa-
HHETO Ha MPBOTO MPOJoKeHUe Ha 41. ceqHmITa HaA
11 aBrycrt 1992 ronuna.

Usnen 2 o 3aKOHOT 3a 3HAMETO TJIACH:

3namero Ha PenyOnrika MakeioHHja € PBEHO CO

371aTHOXO0MTO coHIle. COHIIETO € CO OCYM OCHOBHH U

OCyM CITIOpEIIHM COHYEBH 3pald, 01aro 3medeneHu

BO IpBara IOJIOBHHA, HAN3MEHUYHO U CUMETPHYIHO

HApEe/ICHN OKOJTy COHYEBHOT AUCK. OCHOBHHUTE COH-

YEBH 3pali HEIOCPEIHO CE OJ/ICITyBAaat Ol COHYECBH-

OT IKCK, & KpajHaTa HaJ[BOPEIIIHA JJOJDKHHA HA CUTE

[IIECHAECET COHYEBH 3pAlld CE MOKIOMYBa CO HaJIBO-

petHara nepudepuja Ha coniero. Jlujamerapor Ha

COHYEBHOT JIUCK € e/[HA CeJIMHHA OJT IIIUPOYHHATA HA

3HameTo. OJJHOCOT Ha JMjaMeTapOT Ha COHUYCBHOT
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had begun to use blue flag with the same type of
star for “Greek” Macedonia.

The European Union’s Lisbon Declaration
of 27 June 1992 conditioned recognition of the
independence of the Republic of Macedonia upon
having a name that would not contain the word
“Macedonia” (Mcropuja 2008, 331). This caused
great anger and protests among Macedonians,
which rose in defense of their country’s name
and in anger against Greece. These feelings
would be driving force to look to ancient
components in the construction of the
“new” symbolic identity. According to
Stojan Andov, then the President of the
Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia
and President of the Committee on
Constitutional Issues, the 16-rayed sun
=y of the flag was chosen because of the
population’s anger about the Lisbon
Declaration (Andov 2017).

The political parties reached an
agreement on the design of a flag with 16-rayed
sun. Then, at the urging of Todor Petrov, on 30
July 1992 they agreed on a coat of arms with the
same sun (Fig. 34) (I'pyma 1992c).

Apart from the process in the
Parliament, some flag enthusiasts
from around the world sent in their
proposals. Paul Wason, from the Flag
Institute in London, proposed a red
and black horizontal bicolor with a
black Byzantine eagle and three stars
(Fig. 35) (Round 1992, 6).

After much turmoil, the flag and the national
anthem, Today over Macedonia (a New Sun of
Freedom Rises), were finally adopted by the
National Assembly during its 41* session on 11
August 1992.

Article 2 of the flag Law states:

The flag of the Republic of Macedonia
is red with a golden yellow sun. The sun
has eight primary and eight secondary
rays, slightly thickened in the first half,
alternately and symmetrically arranged
around the solar disk. The primary solar
rays are directly separated from the solar
disk, and the ultimate outer length of all
sixteen solar rays coincides with the outer
periphery of the sun. The diameter of the
solar disk is one-seventh of the width of
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JIMCK CO JOJDKMHATA Ha OCHOBHHOT COH-
YeB 3paK € e/ICH CIIpeMa J1Ba, a OJJHOCOT Ha
JIOJDKWHATA HA CIIOPEIHUOT M OCHOBHHOT
3pak e ceiyM crpema ocyM. LleHTapot Ha
COHIIETO Ce COoBIara co TOYKara Bo Koja ce
ceyar [ujaroHanuTe Ha 3Hameto. OJHOCOT
Ha [IMPUHATA U JOJDKUHATA Ha 3HAMETO €
eneH cripema jpa (Ciryxxoen 1992) (cn. 36).
Kaxko oarosop, 3Hamero Oerie J0YeKaHO CO OT-

POMHO HeMpHjaTencTBo of cocemHa [ 'pruja, mro

JIOBeJle 10 TpUroauinHo emOapro. Kako u cekoja

HOBOHE3aBHCHa 3eMja, Makenonuja ce oOuzae aa

crane wieHka Ha O0enunerute Hauuu. HejzuHoTo

Oapame Oellle UCTIOYUTYBaHO CaMO OTKaKO Mery-

HApOJHHUOT MPUTHCOK ja npuHyau Pemy0nnka Ma-

KeJoHWja ga mpudaTd NPUBPEMEHO HME 3a BIIE3

Bo OH - IlopanemHa JyrocioBeHncka PemnyOmka

Makxkenonuja. [Tonaramy, aypu u kora MakejaoHuja

Oemie mpumena Bo OpraHuzanyjara Ha § ampui

1993 roauna, He ¥1 Oelle JO3BOJIEHO CBOETO 3HAME

Jla TO TMOJUTHE 3aeJJHO CO 3HAMHIbaTa Ha JPYyTH-

Te wieHku npexa 3rpagara Ha OH Bo bbyjopk. Toa

Oemre pBoaT Bo uctopujata Ha OH ma 6ume mpu-

MeHa HOBa YJIEHKa, HO HE U HEj3MHOTO 3HAME.
Ogaa curyanuja 3aBpmu co [IpuBpemena crio-

rogoa mery Makenonuja u ['pimja Bo koja Oeme

JIOrOBOpeHO MakeioHrja Ja r0 CMCHH 3HameTo.*

JomomauTtenno, MaxkenoHHja co OBOj JTOTOBOP

Oemie oOBp3aHa Jia ja oOecxpadpu jaBHOCTA Jia IO

KOPUCTH CBOETO TIOPAHEIIHO 3HaMe.

HOBOTO 3HAME

[Ipennosure 3a nu3ajH Ha HOBO 3Hame Ha Permy-
Osmuka Makeionuja Oea paspadorenu oj npod. Mu-
pocinas I'pueB, apxurexkr. HoBoTO 3HaMe Mmopaiie
Ja Ouje pazinvHo, HO Jla MMa TeMaTCKH, BH3Yyell-
HO-CI/IM6OJ'II/I‘IKI/I U UICHTUTCTCKU KOHTUHYUTET CO
NP KaBHUTE M HAIIMOHAITHUTE 3HAMHIbA, CO COHIIETO
(¥ co meTokpaxa, COHIIETO € SBe3/a U CO OOHTE JKOJI-
Ta ¥ IJpBeHa. buiie pasrieiaHn OCHOBHUTE BEKCHIIO-
rpadcku GopMHU Ha COHIIETO, a OJf OUUTIICTHU TIPH-
9UHA OWII0 OT(PIIEHO COHIETO O TUIOT KyTiem
(Bumm Tabena Ha ctp. 21). Ilo uctpaxkyBameTro Ha
12 Bep3uu Ha COHIIETO, KOHLIENITOT

Cn./Fig. 36

the flag. The ratio of the
diameter of the solar disk
to the length of the primary
solar rays is one to two, and
the ratio of the length of
the secondary and primary
rays is seven to eight. The

center of the sun coincides with the point

at which the diagonals of the flag intersect.

The ratio of the width and length of the

flag is one to two (Cuyx6en 1992) (Fig. 36).

The flag was met with huge hostility by
neighboring Greece, leading to a three-year
embargo. But that was not the end of it. As with
every newly independent country, Macedonia
applied for membership in the United Nations.
Its request was only honored after international
pressure forced the Republic of Macedonia to
accept a temporary name: “the Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia”. Furthermore, even
when Macedonia was admitted on 8 April 1993,
its flag wasn’t allowed in the member flag display
in front of the U.N. building in New York. It was
the first time in the U.N.’s history that a new
member was admitted, but not its flag.

This only ended with an Interim Accord
between Macedonia and Greece
Macedonia agreed to change its flag and
committed to discourage the public use of its
former flag.’

in  which

THE NEW FLAG

Proposals for the design of a new flag of the
Republic of Macedonia were undertaken by Prof.
Miroslav Grchev, an architect. The new flag
had to be distinct but retain a thematic, visual-
symbolic, and identity continuity with state and
national flags, with the sun (and the five-pointed
star, the sun is a star), and with the colors yellow
and red. The basic vexillographic forms of the
sun were considered, and for obvious reasons the
Kutlesh-type sun was discarded (see table on p.
21). After exploring 12 versions of the sun, the
concept materialized as a sun

. \
CC MaTcpHrjajin3rpa Kako COHLEC CO

OCYM JMBCPICHTHU 3palll KOU U3-

. with eight divergent rays that

JIETYBaatT JUPEKTHO OJT TUCKOT, Oe3
JIOTIONTHUTENTHU eneMeHTH (ci1. 37)
(I'pues 2011).

aNZ
PANN

without additional elements
(Fig. 37) (Grchev 2011).
However, the final proposal

P

emerge directly from the disk,

CCHaK, KOHCYHUOT Hpeajior
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was amended by Prof. Kostadin
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MPEOJIO3U 3A MAKEOOHCKOTO 3HAME
PROPOSALS FOR THE MACEDONIA FLAG

Tpute wndpun n3bpaHn of jaBHNOT KOHKYPC
N HABHUTE NpPeano3n 3a 3Hame, jyHn 1992

The 3 codenames chosen from the Public competition
and their proposal for flag, June 1992

(PekoHcTpykumja JoBaH JoHoBcku* /Reconstruction Jovan Jonovski*)

MAKO BENIKS o 5522

*3. 0. 1992, ,KoHeuHn npeanosu 3a gpxaBHuTe cumbonun”, Hoea MakedoHuja, 5.6.1992

[Mpennosu centemepun 1995 / Proposals September 1995

(Mvupocnas 'pyes / Miroslav Grchev)

MpBa casza / First phase

BTopa dhasa
Second phase
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oemie u3mener o mpod. Kocraauu Tanuer-/{unka-
Ta, TUKOBEH YMETHUK. OpUTHHAIHHOT ,,37aT€H"* 0/1-
Hoc (Grcev 201 1a) Gerre ucrersar Bo 1:2 u 3panure
0ea OTKa4eHH Off COHYEBHOT JHMCK CO UMILTUIIPAH
kpyr. OBa ja Hapymu wu30amaHCHpaHaTa Kpy>KHA
CUMETpHja Ha COHUYEBUTE 3palld, Koja Oerie cuMe-
TPUYHA U BO KBajapaTHa dopMma.

JlmHKaTa TBpIM JeKa TOj CaMHOT TO Jai TpeJyIo-
roT, 6e3 HuKakBa moBp3aHocT co ['puer (Bemmakos-
cku 2019, 181). On apyra ctpana, HoBuHapot Crace
[yrimHOBCKH TBpIEN JeKa COHIIETO Ha 3HAMETO €
HeroBa HJeja, MOAAPKaHa OJf TeHEPATHHOT CeKpe-
tap Ha OH Bytpoc Byrpoc ['anu, koj To mpunymn
npercenatenor Ha Makenonuja Kupo ['muropos na
ro npudatu. Criopen LLlynnmuaoBcky, mpod. I'pues ja
HAaIpaBH camo ,,KkomIjyTepckara rpaduka‘ (Llymmm-
HoBcku 2013).

I'menajku ro GUHATHUOT AM3ajH, TEIIKO € J1a ce
MOBEpyBa JieKa OPUTHHAIHOTO JIeo Ha ['pueB He e
BKIIyYEHO BO KOHEYHHTE JIU3ajHEPCKH M3MEHU Ha-
npaBenu of Jluakara. 3aToa, MU3ajHOT HA 3HAMETO
Tpeba na ce Hapede kako Am3ajH I 'pue-/uHKara.
Cmace lymmnHOBCKH BOOMIIITO HE padoTe Ha AH-
3ajHOT Ha 3HAMETO U BO HUKO] CITydaj HE MOKE 1a Ce
CMeTa 3a HETOB HJICOJIONIKN WM KaKOB OWJIO ApYyT
Buj TBOpert (JoHoBckm 2021).

Jlubepanmnata mapTHja mane CBOj
MPeJIoT 3a M3TJIeN0T Ha COHIIETO CO
OCYM 3palid, KaJie IITO THE Ce CO MCTa
neOenrHa, CIMYHO Ha OpPUTAHCKOTO
3HamMe - YHuoH [lek. (ci. 38).

Ha 22 cenremBpu 1995 ronuna 6ea
o0jaBeHHU JIBa MpEAJIora U TOCTUIHAT € KOHCEH3YC
3a MPEJJIOTr0T CO COHIIETO CO AUBEPreHTHH 3pally Ha

I'pues-/unkara. [Ipemioror Oeure npudateH ox 86
npatenuiy (Japxoscka 1995).

HuctutyToT 3a 3HamMuma oj JIOHIIOH, ucHpaTh
n3MeHeT npeasor ox ITon Barcon 1o makenoHckara
ambacaja. [Tpemiorot ,,ro KoprcTellle BU3aHTHCKHOT
opert, upBeHo-tpuute 6or Ha BMPO’ 1
TpPH SBE3/IM 32 Ja TH IIPETCTaBH 3eMjHUTE
BO KoM kuBear MakenoHuute. Moxe-
01 OBOj J1e7T HeMa Jla UM Ce JOTIaIHe Ha
I'prmre™ (cit. 39) (Star 1995, 8). Tpure
SBE3/IM Ce HAOraaT W Ha Bep3HjaTa Ha
3HAMETO KOPHCTEHO Ha OCHOBAYKHOT
konrpec Ha BMPO-IIIMHE® Bo Mmaj
1990 roguna. Tue ru npercraByBaaTr
TpUTE Jel0BU HA MakeIoH1ja MoJeeHN 3a BpeMe Ha
Bankanckure Bojau 1912-1913: Bapaapcka (CpOuja),

Cn./Fig. 39
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Tanchev Dinkata, a fine artist. The original
“golden” ratio proportions (Grchev 2011a) were
changed to 1:2 and the rays were detached from
the solar disk by an implied circle. This broke the
balanced composition of the circular symmetry of
the sun and radial rays that was also symmetrical
in a square format.

Dinkata claimed he made the proposal himself,
without any connection to Grechev (BenmukoBcku
2019, 181). In another claim, journalist Spase
Shuplinovski asserted that the sun on the flag
is his idea and it was backed by U.N. General
Secretary Boutros Boutros Ghali, who forced the
president of Macedonia, Kiro Gligorov, to accept
it. According to Shuplinovski, Prof. Grechev only
did the “computer graphic” work (ILlynmuHos-
cku 2013).

Looking at the final design, it is difficult to
believe that the original work of Grchev did not
underlie the final design by Dinkata. Therefore,
the flag should be referred as the Grechev-Dinkata
design. Spase Shuplinovski did not work on the
design of the flag at all, and in no way can he be
considered the flag’s creator in his ideological or
other kind of creator (JomoBcku 2021).

The Liberal Party came up with
a proposal for an 8-rayed sun with
the same wirth rays, like those on
the British Union Jack (Fig. 38).

On 22 September 1995, two
proposals for the new flag were
published. Consensus was reached
on the Grchev-Dinkata proposal with the sun
with divergent rays. The proposal was accepted
by 86 MPs (J/lapkoBcka 1995).

The Flag Institute sent an amended proposal
by Paul Wason to the Macedonian Embassy
in London. The proposal “used the Byzantine
eagle, the red and black colors of VMRO,® and
three stars to represent the countries
where Macedonians The
Greeks may not have liked this part”
(Fig. 39), (Star 1995, 8). The three
stars also appear on a version of the
flag used at the founding congress
of VMRO-DPMNE’ in May 1990.
They represented the three parts
of Macedonia separated during
the Balkan Wars of 1912-13: Vardar (Serbia),
Aegean (Greece), and Pirin (Bulgaria)” and are

live.
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Erejcka (I'pumja) u [upuncka (Byrapuja)’, a ce cme-
Taar 3a CUMOOJI Ha CTPEMEXKOT 3a 00eTMHYBabE (CII.
27) (Star 1995, 8).

3a 7a ja MOATOTBY jaBHOCTA 3a MPOMEHATa Ha 3Ha-
METO, JCH TIpe 00jaByBamkeTO Ha HOBHOT JHM3ajH Ha
COHLIETO, IJIABHUOT JHEBeH BecHHMK HoBa Makeno-
HUja 00jaBH aHKETa CO Koja Ce TeCTHUpa IO IrOTBEHOC-
Ta Ha TpafaHnTe J1a To CMeHar 3HameTo. HacioBoT Ha
aHKeTaTa Ha BECHHUKOT Oellle MPWINYHO WHIUKATH-
BeH: ,,JIMeTo He MoJke 1a ce CMEHH — 3HaMEeTo MOoxke!
BceymHocr, 1ienaTa aHkeTa oBeKe ce OJlHeCyBallie Ha
Mpaliamara 3a UMETO Ha Jp)KaBaTa U MOKHHTE Ba-
pujaHTy Ha 3HaMeTo. Ha 56 oTcTo on ucruraHuimre
HE UM Mpeyesio IPOMeHa Ha 3HaMeTo, 26 0TcTo Ouie
npotus (apkocka 1995). OBa ja momapxa Teopuja-
Ta JieKa 3HaMETO € KPTBYBAHO 3a Jia Ce 3auyBa UMETO
Ha 3emjara (Petrov 2017).

Ha 27. cennuna Ha CoOpanuero Ha PeryOiuka
Makenonuja, Ha 5 oktomBpu 1995 rommna, Gemre
YCBOEH 3aKOHOT 3a 3HAMETO Kako W JeKiapalyjara
3a oCyJa Ha OOWIOT 3a aTeHTaT Bp3 MPETCEAATeIOT
Kupo I'muropos nBa nena nperxoano. Ha uckiryun-
TEITHO KpaTKa CeIHUIIA, 0e3 pacrpara (ITOKaKyBajKu
JIeKa CUTE TIPATeHUIKHY TPYITH BEKe Ce JIOTOBOPHIIE 3a
IpoMeHa Ha 3HameTo), co 110 rmaca ,,3a“, efeH mpo-
THUB U YETHPH BO3P KaHM, Oellie JOHeCeH 3aKOHOT 3a
3HameTo Ha PenyOnmka Maxenonwuja (ci. 40).

Bo unen 2 o 3aK0oHOT 3a 3HAMeE ce BENu:

3Hamero Ha PenyOirka MakeqoHHja € IPBEHO

CO 37IaTHO JKONTOTO coHIle. COHLIETO € CO OCYM COH-

YEBH 3palldl KOM C€ MPOCTHPAAT Ol COHYCBUOT JIHCK

CO TpoLINpyBame 10 paboBute Ha 3HameTo. COH-

YEBUTE 3pallil Ce BKPCTYBAAT M0 JHjaroHasa, XOpH-

30HTaNa M BepThKana. J[ijaMeTaporT Ha COHYCBHOT

JINCK € eJIHa CeMHHA OJ JOJDKHHATA HA 3HAMETO.

LIeHTapOT Ha COHIIETO CE TIOKIIOMYBa CO TOYKATA BO

KOja ce cevaT JMjaroHanuTe Ha 3Hamero. OHOCOT

Ha IIMPUHATA U JOJDKUHATA HA 3HAMETO € e/ICH CIIpe-

Ma JIBa.

Bo npurtor e nasnen 1 TMKOBHO-TpapHIKH MPH-
ka3 Ha 3HameTo (Ciy)xOeH

JMKOBHO-1 PAGHYKH ITPUKA3 HA SHAMETO

1995).

HoBoTo 3Hame mpBmar Oe-
IIe TTOCTaBeHO Ha 7 OKTOMBpPH
Bo 3rpamara Ha CoOpaHue-
TO, a Ha 22 OKTOMBpH Hpen
srpamata Ha OOeauHETHTE
Haimu Bo Ibyjopk. 3Hamero
Oermie TpeYeKaHO €O ToJeMa
pe3urHanyja, Kako cuMO0J Ha
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considered a symbol of striving for unification
(Fig. 27) (Star 1995, 8).

To prepare the public for the change of the
flag, the day before announcing the new design
of the sun, the main daily newspaper Nova
Makedonija published a survey testing citizens’
willingness to change the flag. The title of the
paper’s poll was quite indicative: “The name
cannot be changed—the flag can!” Actually, the
entire survey addressed more on the question of
the country’s name and possible flag variants.
56% of the respondents did not mind changing
the flag, 26% were opposed (/lapxoBcka 1995).
This supported the theory that the flag was
sacrificed to preserve the country’s name (Petrov
2017).

On 5 October 1995, the 27% session of the
Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia adopted
the law on the flag as well as a declaration
condemning the assassination attempt on
President Kiro Gligorov two days earlier. In
an exceptionally short session, without debate
(showing that all parliamentary groups had
already agreed on changing the flag), the Law
on the Flag of the Republic of Macedonia was
adopted with 110 votes in favor, one against, and
four abstentions (Fig. 40).

Article 2 of the Law states:

The flag of the Republic of Macedonia is
red with the golden yellow sun. The sun has
eight sun rays that extend from the solar disk
by extension to the edges of the flag. The sun’s
rays cross the diagonal, horizontal, and vertical.
The diameter of the solar disk is one-seventh
of the length of the flag. The center of the sun
coincides with the point at which the diagonals
of the flag meet.

The ratio of the width and length of the flag is
one to two. In addition, a graphic representation of
the flag is provided (Cmyx6en 1995).

The new flag was first
hoisted on 7 October at the
Parliament Building of
the Assembly in Skopje,
and on 22 October in
front of the United Na-
tions headquarters in
New York. The flag was
welcomed with great
resignation, as a sym-
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kanutyiaiuja. He Oerre pa3BeaHo npeja OMIITHHH-
Te BO MakeioHH]ja o] KOHTPOJIa Ha OTIO3UIICKATa
BMPO-AIIMHE cé no cieaHuTe J0KaaHu U300pH.
Jln3ajHOT HA 3HAMETO € CHEIU(PUICH, CO IPBEHO
T0JIe ¥ AMBEPTeHTHO CoHIle. Mlako HeKou o7 TMMEeH-
3UHUTE Ha ITU3ajHOT HAa COHIICTO C€ HAaBEICHHU BO 3a-
KOHOT, HEKOU ce c¢ yITe HeJleUHIpPaHU, a HEKOU
OTCTamyBaaT oJ TPapUUKHOT MPHKa3 HAa 3HAMETO
MTO € JAeN OJf 3aKOHOT. 3paruTe Ha IpaduIKuoT

IIpuKa3 Ha 3Ha-

bol of capitulation. It was not hoisted in front of
municipalities in Macedonia controlled by the
opposition VMRO DPMNE until the next local
elections.

The design of the flag is specific, with the
red field and divergent sun. Although some of
the dimensions of the sun’s design are specified
in the Law, some are still undefined and some
deviate from the graphic representation of the

flag that is part

METO He ce J00u- e of the Law.
BaaT CO €JHOC- © The rays of
TaBHO CEUCHC Ha ' i the graphic
AWjaroHaJuTe Ha 1% 3:4  XN a representation
PaBOATONHUKOT, | | | % N of the flag are
KaKo IITO € HaIlu- I not obtained by
IIAHO BO 3aKOHOT, S simply cutting
T

TYKy OJI CJIOXEHa
CTPYKTypa Ha IIO-
YETOINTE HA pado-
BUTE Ha 3panure Kou GopMupaar KBaJapaT co COOJI-
HoC 3:4 (cm. 41).

3rameTo mMa mporoprmu 1:2. Jujamerapor Ha
JUCKOT € 1/7 on mo/pKuHAaTa Ha 3HAMETO, OJHOCHO
HEeroBHOT paauyc e 1/7 ox BucuHara; Llenoro xonto
CoHIIe 1 3pai ce 33 % oJ] MOBpIINHATA HA 3HAMETO;
npeocraHatute 67 % ce upeHu. COHLETO UMa JBa XO-
PHU30HTAIIHH, JIBa BEPTUKAJIHN U YETUPH JHjarOHAITHH
3paliy, CEeKOj MOCTABeH CO PA3IMUHU KapaKTePUCTUKU
W Pa3IMYHH I10jA0BHHU TOYKH, OJ] KOU CaAMO XOPH30H-
TaJTHUTE 3paLM e CpekaBaaT BO LIEHTAPOT Ha 3HAMETO.
Hugnara momkuna e 1 ennnnna (E) (BucuHa Ha 3Ha-
MeTo), HuBHara mmpuna e 0,2 E, a mox arom ox 11,53°.

Jp>kaBHOTO 3aMe ce AeuHIpa KaKo IMpaBoaroJi-
HUK co ofiHOC Ha ctpanute 1:2. Ho yecto naru e no-
TpeOHO 3HAMETO Ja Ouje co Apyru naumeH3uu. Ha
npuMep pa3MepoT Ha 3HAMHUATa HA YYECHUYKHTE
Ha OJIMMITMCKUTE WTPU JIONTO BpeMe Ouiie Cropen
MIPOTOPIIMHUTE HA 3HAMETO Ha 3eMjaTa ToMakuH. Jle-
HEC 3HaMHbaTa ce CO MPOTOPIUUTE HA OJIMMITUCKO-
To 3Hame 2:3. W mak
3HAMETO Ha JIPKaBUTE
Ha JUIUIOMAaTCKATE aB-
ToMOOWIM TIpu  opH-
LUjaTHATE TIOCETH, HC-
TOTaKa ce CO 3aJ[aJeHU
TTUMCH3HH.

Wm mak, 3HaAMETO
ce KOPHUCTH KaKo JIe Of
MHOTY Jioroa u Tpadu-

MAKE/IOHCKHU XEPAJI 18

Cn./Fig. 42

24

the diagonals

Cn./Fig. 41 of the

rectangle, as
written in the law, but from a complex structure
of the beginnings of the edges of the rays that
form a square with a ratio of 3:4 (Fig. 41).

The flag has proportions of 1:2. The disk’s
diameter is 1/7 of the length of the flag, i.e., its
radius is 1/7 of the height; the entire yellow sun
with rays is 33% of the flag’s area; the remaining
67% is red. The sun has two horizontal, two
vertical, and four diagonal rays, each set with
differing characteristics and different starting
points; only the horizontal rays meet at the center
of the flag. Their length is 1 unit (E) (height of
the flag), their width is 0.2 E, and they subtend
an angle of 11.53°.

The state flag is defined as a rectangle with
sides 1: 2. But it is often necessary for the flag to
have other dimensions. For example, the size of
the flags of the participants of the Olympic Games
has long been according to the proportions of the
flag of the host country. Today the flags are in
the proportion of
the Olympic flag
2: 3. Or the flags
of the countries on
the diplomatic cars
during the official
visits are also with
given dimensions.

Or, the flag is
used as a part of
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KU, WK Pa3HU JIOKYMEHTH, KaKO JIMYHA KapTa Macolll,
KajIe IITO JUMEH3MUTE CE TIOMAIM O IPOIHIIAHUTE
1:2, HO THE ce BCYIIHOCT MCEYEHH O] OPUTHHAITHOTO
3HAMEHIIE CO OJIHOC, IITO T'O MPaBU 3HAMETO el He-
CHMETPHYHO KaKO Jla HeIOCTHTaaT ymre 4 3parm 3a
TIOTIONTHYBal¢ Ha CHMETpHjaTa Ha crieHorpadwujara.
(cm. 42).

bunejkn  nedunu-
[Mjata 3a 3HAMETO BO
3aKOHOT BeJH JIeKa 3pa-
LIUTE CE XOPU3OHTAIIHH,
BEPTUKAJIHU U JIWjaro-
HAJTHH, TOTaIll COHIIETO
Tpeba MOBTOPHO Ja ce
HarpTa 3a ynorpeba BO
KpYT, KBaJIpaT U JIPyrH
quMeH3uu. (ci. 43)

Onl BeKCHIIONIOIIKA TJIeHA TOUKA, JIM3ajHEPCKHTE
aTpuOyTH Ha 3HAMETO CE€ CMEHH]ja, HO TPETCTABEHH-
Te cuMOOIM HE. 3HAMETO OCTaHA IIPBEHO CO YKOJITO
conrle. COHIIETO CO KOHBEPI'eHTHH 3pally IO 3aMEHH
€IHOTO CO JMBEPIeHTHHU 3palld, Toa HE T'M H3ryOu
CBOWTE aTpUOYTH HATY TOOHU IPYTH.

Hogoto 3Hame MHOTY 6aBHO TIOYHA Ja ce Tiprdaka,
IITO MOXKEIIe /Ia C€ BUIM M JICHECKa Ha CIIOPTCKUTE
HACTaHM, KaJIe IITO Ha TIOBEKe OJT ITOJIOBIHA NCTAaKHA-
TO € HOBOTO 3HaMe.

Hacrann mro ro MOTIIOMOTHaa OBa ce IMOCTaBY-
BamkeTO Ha japOOJIM CO roJeMH 3HAMHEha Ha MHOTY
nokauuu Hu3 Makenonuja. Bo nexemspu 2008 roau-
Ha ce noctaBuja japoomu Bucoku 30 M Bo Ckormje Ha
rpajackuot twiommran, npex CoOpaHue, Ha CKOICKO-
1o Kane n Bo burona. 3namero e co quMmensuu 4 m
x 8 M. Bo cnenHuTe B rOIMHM Ce MOCTaBHja MHOTY
TaKBH japOOJIM ¥ 3HAMHEbA. A BPBOT Ha MPOMOIHjaTa
Ha 3HAMHUIbATa € BOCTAHOBYBAETO Ha [IEPEeMOHHMjaTa
Ha MCHYBame Ha
3HAMETO TPOIIpa-
TEHA CO WHTO-
HUPAbETO Ha
Ip)KaBHATa XUM-
Ha mipen CoOpa-
Huero u Branata
Ha  PemyOmmka
Makenonuja, Kou
ce OTBOpEHH 3a
jaBHOCTa, KaKo U
Bo BuiaTta Boano
— KaOWHETOT Ha
IIpercenarenor,
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many logos and graphics,or in document like ID
or passports, where the dimensions are less than
the prescribed 1:2, but they are actually cut from
the original-ratio flag, which makes the flag part
asymmetrical as if four more rays are missing to
complete the set design symmetry (Fig. 42).

Since the
definition of the flag
in the Law states
that the rays are
horizontal, vertical,
and diagonal, then
the sun should be
redrawn for uses in
circle, square, and
other dimensions
(Fig. 43).

From a vexillographic point of view, the
flag’s design attributes changed but the symbols
represented did not. The flag remained red with
a yellow sun. The sun with convergent rays
replaced one with divergent rays, it did not lose
its attributes or gain others.

The new flag started to be accepted very
slowly. It can be seen today at sporting events,
where it is more than half of the flags displayed.

Events that have helped this are being set up on
flagpoles in many locations throughout Macedonia.
In December 2008, masts 30m high were set up in
Skopje on the city square, in front of the Parliament,
on the Skopje Fortress and in Bitola. The flag has
dimensions of 4m x 8m. In the next two years, many
such masts and flags are erected. And the peak of
the promotion of the celebrities is the establishment
of the flag-changing ceremony accompanied by
the intonation of the national anthem in front of the
Parliament and
the Government
of the Republic
of Macedonia,
which are open
to the public, as
well as in Vodno
- the President‘s
palace for invi-
ted groups
from different
backgrounds
from students
to retirees (Fig.
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KOE MOpaJTi 3aTBOPEHUOT KapaKTep ce OJIBUBA 3a TIOKa-
HETH TPYIH O] Pa3HH 3a]JHUHHU O] YUCHHIIN J0 TICH3H-
onepu (ci1. 44). IIpBoTO TIEpEMOHIjaITHO MEHYBaFhE Ha
3HaMeTO ¢ m3BeneHo npen Codpanuero Ha PemyOmika
Maxenonuja Ha 15 maj 2010 roauma, cabota, 3amrC-
JICHO J1a Ce BHKa ,,J][eH Ha 3HAMETO"".

Hu3 commjananTe Mpexu ToB-
TOPHO ce aKkTyenm3upa 15 maj - ne-
HOT Ha MaKEJOHCKOTO 3Hame Kora
ce MOBHUKYBAar JIyI'€To /1a [I0CTaBaT
CIIMKA CO MAaKEJIOHCKOTO 3HaMe,
IpU TOa HE NPELH3UpPajKU Ha KOe
3HaME C MHCJIH, HaKO BO JHjacmo-
para HajuecTo ce Mmoapazoupa aexa
craHyBa 300p 3a 3HameTo o 1992
rojauHa (ci. 45).

Ho, craporo 3Hame HuKorai
He Oelle HAMyIITEHO W CE YIITE
ce KOPUCTH 3a JIMYHa yrnorpeda, a JoOuBa roroyiemMa
MOITYJIAPHOCT OCOOCHO OTKAKO Ap)KaBaTa ro OCyIu
co Ilpecnanckuor noroBop mery I'puuja u Maxe-
nonrja ox 2018 roamHa m ce riega Kako cUMOOI
MIPOTHUB TIpOMEHaTa Ha MMEeTO Ha PemyOimka Ma-
KeIoHHja, co momaBame ,,CesepHa®. Co 0BOj IOTO-
Bop Makenonenor Oeiie MpUHYIEH Ja IO OTCTpa-
HU CEKOE jaBHO TI0jaByBame Ha CTAPOTO 3HAME OJI
Kytnem/Bepruna. Taka, coHiero 6emie n3opuiiaHo
Oypu U oX Kamanure Ha maxture. CTapoTo 3HaMe
HEKOH TO IJIe/1aaT KaKo HAlIHOHAITHO (€THUYKO) 3Ha-
Me, 10ZieKa HOBOTO € AP>KaBHO 3HaMe.

[loBekero MakeqOHCKM AJIOaHILM, KOU YKUBEAT
Bo Onm3mHa Ha rpanunara co Andanuja u Koco-
BO, HUKOTAIl HE TO TMpHUdaTHja HATY
€IHOTO HUTY JPYroTo 3Hame. Tue ro
BeaT caMo anbaHCKOTO 3Hame (1pBe-
HO CO JBOTJIAB I[PH Opel) U TO CMe-
Taar 3a €THHYKO 3Hame. Yrorpebara
Ha OBa 3HaMe e npudaTeHa co 3aKoH,
KOTa ce Bee CaMo ako € IMpHIpYKe-
HO CO MakeJIOHCKO 3Hame Koe e 1/3
rorosiemo (3akon 2005). Cenak, oBa
peTko ce 3adenexysa. [Ipumep e obe-
JIKYBaHbETO Ha JICHOT Ha ajl0aHCKOTO
3HaMe 28 HoeMBpH 2018, BO ontuHa
UYanp, Bo Ckomje co mpeTekHO anbaH-
CKO HaceleHHE, KOora JOMHHHUpAT aj-
0aHCKOTO PKaBHO M HAPOJHO 3HAME.
Kane ce npucyTHH 3ae1HO, TIOTOJIEMO
e 3HameTo Ha PemyOmuka AnGanuja
(cm. 46).
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44). The first ceremonial change of the known
was performed in front of the Parliament of the
Republic of Macedonia on Saturday, May 15,
2010, conceived to be called ,,Flag Day*.

May 15 again become relevant on social
networks - the day of
the  Macedonian  flag
when people are invited
to post pictures with the
Macedonian flag, without
specifying  which  flag
they mean, although in
the diaspora it is often
understood that it is the flag
from 1992(Fig. 45).

But the old flag was
never abandoned and is
still used by some people,
and it has gained in popularity especially after the
State had to denounce it under the 2018 Prespa
Agreement between Greece and Macedonia—it
can symbolize opposition to the change of the
name of the Republic of Macedonia to “North
Macedonia”. Under that agreement Macedonia
was forced to remove any public appearance of
the old Kutlesh/Vergina flag—the sun was even
ground off of manholes covers. The old flag is seen
by some as a national (ethnic) flag, while the new
is seen as a state flag.

Most of the Macedonian Albanians, living
near the border with Albania and Kosovo, never
accepted either flag. They only fly the Albanian
flag (red with a double-headed
black eagle) and regard it as
an ethnic flag. The use of this
flag is accepted by the Law,
which requires that it be flown
only if accompanied with the
Macedonian flag (which is 1/3
larger) (3akon 2005), although
this requirement is rarely
honored. An example is the
marking of the Albanian flag
day on November 28, 2018, in
the Municipality of Chair, in,
Capital of Skopje mainly with
Albanian state and national
flags. Where put together, the
flag of the Republic of Albania
is larger (Fig. 46).
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3AKIYYOK

[TumranuTe M3BOPH yKaKyBaaT 3a ymoTrpeda Ha
KOHKPETHH 3HaMHUI-a B0 Makenonuja ox 10 Bek, kou
KOpHCTAT KPCT Ha IPBEHOTO 3Hame. Bo criienHuoT me-
pPHOZT ce ONHWITyBaHM 3HAMHEbA TOBpP3aHU co Make-
JIOHMja Ha TIOPTOJaHU KOM MPHUKaKyBaaT 3HAME HaJl
rpamor CKkorje, Kako ¥ MPUNHIIAHUTE XepaJINIKA
3HAMHI-a Ha AJsekcaHaap MakemoHCKH BO CpeIHO-
BEKOBHATa €BPOIICKA JINTEpaTypa, HajMHOTY BO pOMa-
HUTE 32 AnekcaHnap (aJleKCaHIpUAN) CO TIiejaia Ha
JIM3ajHH, TaKa IITO 3JIATHHOT JIaB Ha I[PBEHO 3HAME U
00paTHO MOBTOPHO ce MojaByBaar Bo 19 u 20 Bek Ha
BOCTaHUYKHU 3HAMHHHA.

[IpBoTO couyBaHO 3HaMe co HaTnuc MakenoHHja
e 3HaMe Ha MakeI0HCKOTO BOCTaHue 071 PazinoBiy oz
1876 roguna. Ilotoa e mpenyorot 3a 3Hame ox 1914
ronuHa Ha MakeoHckaTa kononuja Bo Cankr [Tetep-
Oypr, Pycuja.

[IpBOTO MaKeIOHCKO JpKaBHO 3HAME Ke ce Toja-
BU BO COTJIACHOCT cO ymarcrsata o 1941 roauHa Ha
[lItabot ma [10J 3a mapTU3aHCKOTO 3HAME Ha CEKOj
HapoJ: IpBEHa IMETOKpaka Bp3 HAIMOHAIHOTO 3Ha-
Mme. LlpBeHoTo 3HamMe Ha KpaTkoTpajHara KpymieBcka
PenyOimka 3a Bpeme Ha MITMHICHCKOTO BOCTaHHE
Bo 1903 romuna Oerre w3dpano Bo 1943 roawHa ma
ja mpudarty mapTu3aHcKaTa IpBeHa SBE3/1a CO JKOJITa
(bumOpwmjarja. 3HamMeTo Oerre yTBPSHO IypH co Y c-
taBoT 021 31 nexemBpu 1946 ronguna. Ilox oBa 3Hame e
3aBpIIIeHa I1e/laTa He3aBUCHOCT Ha PerryOrmka Make-
noHuja. beme morpebHa pedncu eiHa TO/MHA TI0 He-
3aBHCHOCTA 32 I CE JI0j 1€ 10 HOBOTO 3HaMe BO aBIyCT
1992 ronuna. LlpBeHoTo 3Hame co 16-3pauHO coHLe
oj turot KyTiienn Hausie Ha CUIICH OTIOp Ha COCEIHA
I'pumja, mwTo nOBee 10 MPOMEHa Ha THIIOT Ha COHIIe-
TO BO OKTOMBpH 1995 roauna. co mro Gerre nocrase-
HO HOBO OCYM3payuHO JTUBEPIreHTHO COHIIE.

BEJIEWWKHU - NOTES

CONCLUSION

Textual sources write about usage of specific
flags in Macedonia beginning in the 10™ century,
using a cross on the red flag. The next period saw
portolans describe flags connected to Macedonia,
placing a flag above the city of Skopje. It also
saw heraldic flags attributed to Alexander the
Great in medieval European literature, mostly
in the Alexander Romances (A4/exandrides) with
plethora of designs, generally a golden lion on a
red flag (and vice versa), which would reappear
in the 19" and 20™ centuries on the flags of
rebellion.

The first surviving flag with the inscription
“Macedonia” is the 1876 Macedonian Uprising
flag from Razlovci. The next is the 1914 proposal
for a flag advanced by the Macedonian colony in
St. Petersburg, Russia.

The first Macedonian national flag emerged
in accordance with the 1941 instructions of the
Headquarters of Partisan Units of Yugoslavia for
the partisan flag of its component nations: a red
five-pointed star on top of the national flag. In
1943 thered flagused by the short-lived “Republic
of Krushevo” during the Ilinden Uprising of
1903 was chosen, adding the partisan red star
with yellow fimbriation. The flag was included
in the Constitution of 31 December 1946. Then
in the 1990s the Republic of Macedonia gained
full independence under this flag. It took almost
a year after independence, August 1992, to come
up with the new flag: a red flag with a 16-rayed
Kutlesh sun. It was met by severe resistance
from neighboring Greece, which led in October
1995 to the change to a new 8-rayed divergent
sun.

1 St. Methodius, brother of St. Cyril, the Slavic
misioneries that translated the Bible into Church-
Slavonic.

2 Jlenec Hax MakenoHuja mpBraT Oeme WclieaHa Ha
HOBOrOAMITHATA HOK 1942 rommua. [le daxto Oerre
xumHa Ha HP/CP Makenonuja ox 1945 romuna, HO
LIEJIOCHO o(HIHMjaTHO Oelle 03akoHeTa aypH Bo 1989
rojJuHa co amMaHIMaHUTe Ha YcraBoT o 1974 ronu-
Ha. / Today over Macedonia was first sung on New
Year’s Eve, 31 December 1941. It was the de facto
anthem of the PR/SR Macedonia from 1945 but only
fully officially adopted in 1989 in an amendment to
the 1974 Constitution.

3 https://www.aigai.gr/en/explore/museum/royal/
grave/of/philip/aiges/vergina. Accessed on 26.6.2017.

MACEDONIAN HERALD 18

27

4 Tlomonna, I'pruja ke KOpUCTH CpedpeHO (a MmooIHa
1 3JIaTHO) COHIIC Ha CHHO 3HaMe 3a ,,cBojara“ Make-
JIOHWja, CO3[aBajKM coceMa IOMHAKBO 3HAME CIIO-
pen XepanauyKuTe U Bekcuiaorpadckure npasuia. /
Later, Greece would use the silver (and later golden)
sun on a blue flag for “its” Macedonia, creating a
completely different flag which is heraldically correct
and vexillographically successful.

5 Tlokpamnara Makenonuja Bo I'puuja (¥Me mTO Ce
kopuctu o1 1987 ronuHa, a IpeTXOJHO Ce HapeKy-
Bame CeBepHa ['primja) movHa 1a KOPUCTH CHHO 3HA-
M€ CO 3JIaTHO WJIM cpedpeHo 16-3payHo COHIIe KaKo
cumOoI Ha ,,rpuka Makenonuja“. Mlako, XepaaIndki,
TOoa HE ¢ mpobieM, OHuIejku 3HAMUEaTa ce CO pas-
JIMYHKM OOW, IpyKara Biiaja CMeTa Jieka yrnorpedara
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Ha 0BOj cuM0oi1 oJ1 ctpaHa Ha PernyOiika Makenonuja
€ Kpasieme Ha eieH of Hej3uauTe cumbomm. /The Greek
province of Macedonia (a name used only since 1987,
previously called “North Greece”) began using a blue
flag with a gold or silver 16-rayed sun as a symbol of
“Greek Macedonia”. Although this is not a problem
heraldically, since the flags have different colors, the
Greek government viewed the Republic of Macedonia’s
use of this symbol as stealing one of its symbols.

6 BMPO e enno ox umumara Ha MakegoHcKaTa pe-
BOJILIMOHEPHA OpraHH3alyja IITO CTaHA CHHOHHM
3a nenoro jBuwkewme (1893 — 1937) u cumbon Ha
MakesoHCKaTa Oopba 3a camocTojHa MakenoHuja.
BMPO ro opraamsupamie NnnHAEHCKOTO BOCTAaHHE
BO 1903 ronnHa Koe ce cMeTa 3a 3Ha4aeH HacCTaH BO
Oopbara 3a co3gaBame HE3aBHCHA MaKeJOHCKa Ap-
)KaBa LITO 3all04YHa Ja Ce WCIIONHyBa Ha VmHIeH
1944 roguna. / VMRO-Vnatreshna Makedonska
Revolucionerna Organizacija (Internal Macedonian
Revolutionary Organization) is one of the names
of Macedonian Revolutionary Organization that
became a synonym for the entire movement (1893—
1937) and the symbol of the Macedonian struggle
for independent Macedonia. VMRO organized the
Ilinden (St. Elijah’s Day) Uprising in 1903, which
is considered a landmark event in the struggle for
the creation of an independent Macedonian state,
a struggle that began to see its fulfillment on the
same day in 1944. However, in Bulgaria VMRO is

regarded as a pro-Bulgarian organization aiming
for the unification of Macedonia with Bulgaria. For
more details see https://www.britannica.com/topic/
Internal-Macedonian-Revolutionary-Organization.

7 Mammort aen mox Anbanuja He € oTcnukad Tyka/ The
little part under Albanian is not recognized in the
deisgn.

8 BMPO-JIIIMHE (Brarpemna MakeIo0HCKa pEBOITY-
LOHEpHA opraHu3alrja — JleMokparcka mapTuja 3a
MakeJOHCKO HAIIMOHAIHO €IUHCTBO) Perucrpupana
B0 JietoTo 1990 roauna, Kako ,,HaIlMOHAIHA TapTHja
HA MAaKEJOHCKHOT HAapoA™ €O aHTHKOMYHHCTHYKA
KOH3EepBATUBHA OpHUEHTAllMja, Mely MPBHUTE IOJIHU-
THUYKH MApTHH KOM C€ 3aJjlaraar 3a HE3aBUCHOCT Ha
MakenoHuja ox1 jyrocioBeHnckara dexnepamnuja. Kako
LITO K&XyBa U UMETO, JIeKJIapupa Jieka € MpoI0DKe-
Hue Ha ucropuckoro BMPO (Klimovski 2017, 294).
/" VMRO-DPMNE (Vnatreshna Makedonska Rev-
olucionerna Organizacija—Demokratska partija za
Makedonsko Nacionalno Edinstvo) Internal Mace-
donian Revolutionary Organization—Democratic
Party for Macedonian National Unity. Registered in
the summer of 1990 as a “national party of the Mace-
donian people” with an anti-communist conservative
orientation, it was among the first political parties
striving for the Independence of Macedonia from Yu-
goslav federation. It claimed, as the name indicates,
to be continuation of the historic VMRO (Klimovski
2017, 294).
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